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wa n¢ Aas Liverpool ‘on which* S inige 
- ordnance store might be erected.. I do 
c= see why this matter should be rushed. 
Mr. Giyyn.—I assure the honorable 
ao member that as early as last February 
I was asked to hurry the thing on. © 


pee, 4 Be: RILEY.—1I do not doubt it for 
Br moment. Like the honorable member 
for Brisbane (Mr. Finlayson), .I have 
_ ~ heard some nasty things which T do not 
e “desire to mention, but I may say that, 
from what I have heard, I suspect that 
some of those who are responsible for 


land quite close to this site. 


be Mr. Guiynn.—There is not a tittle of 
evidence of that. ~~ 


_ Mr. RILEY.—I do not say for a 
Bx, moment that the Minister has any 
Be evidence of such a thing, and I. do 
‘not make any charges, but I do say that 
eC + the Government would be adopting the 
__ right course in having an inquiry by the 
: Public Works Committee into the matter, 
ie and that certainly would relieve the minds 


<a of honorable members. 


.. _ Mr. Giynn.—The Acting Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Watt) inspected the site when 
he was in Sydney. 


apes Mr. RILEY.—He had not the time to 
nda as to who owned the land in the 
vicinity of the site. He merely inspected 
‘the site proposed to be resumed. I trust 
: that the Minister will see his way to 
s postpone the further consideration of the 
_ Bill. The second reading of the measure 
has been passed, and there should be no 
ae hurry about its consideration in Com- 
“S mittee. 
_ .. Mr, Guyny.—The passing of the Bill 
_ does not necessarily involve the taking 
, a of the site. It only gives us power 
Ve mon, it. 
IP Si RILEY.—Once the Government 
a ; Bat that power, the hands of the Public 
Works Committee will be tied in: con- 
~_nexion with any report on the site, and 
the buildings to be erected tharden: It 
will be admitted that a water frontage is 
xs: | very considerable addition to the charms 
Cana: tied in park, and if another site is 
in this locality for a park, it must 
it some distance from the water 
, which is a special feature of the 
= t. park. I think that the Federal 
overnment would not be wise in acting 
against the State Government, who saw 
t to ne this land for a park. 


jon ee Mar, 1918.] (Defence) Balt 


“Sek Sepekergs this proposal are interested, m. : 


Mr. Poyvnron.—The New South Wales 
Government are not pier? to this pro-- 


posal, 


Mr. RILEY .—That aay be. so, but they 


reserved this land for a park, and 


in 


doing so they were looking to the future. “ 
We do not: know. what will take place in 


the next twenty years, and it is possible 


that this district may be densely popu- 
lated. The New South Wales Govern- 


ment showed foresight in reserving 


this 


land for a park. In all the cireum- 
stances, I am prepared to vote against 


the bbanise: 


‘Mr. WEST (East srdniee [10,28].—I 


’ 


entertain some serious suspicion about the — 
way in which this Bill has been brought 
before us. There seems to be a great a | 


of secrecy about it. 


Mr. Wisz. —The Bill was circulated on 


the 11th April. 


Mr. WEST.—I am afraid there is 
something behind it. Why did not the 
Government give us an opportunity to 


consider this Bill? 


Mr. Lairp Smita.—It was placed in 
our boxes eleven days ago. : read it 


eleven days ago. 
Mr. WEST.—There is stings in 


con- ; 


-nexion with which there has hace so much 


swindling and robbery carried on as there 
‘has been in connexion with the acquisi- 
tion of land. Any one who has any know-— 


ledge of what has taken place in the New 


South Wales Parliament will take good 
care that no Government has a free hand. 
in dealing with a land matter. The hon- 
orable member for South Sydney (Mr. 
Riley) has directed attention to a site pur- 
chased for the Post and Telegraph De- 
partment in Castlereagh-street. There 
were certainly four sides to it, but none 


opened upon a street or lane. It was 


sur- 


rounded by buildings. There was an 
opening 15 feet wide and 15 feet high to 
the main street, but the acquisition of 
that site was recommended by the postal 
officials. Another site in Oxford- 
street, adjacent to the Post-office, was also 
recommended. The street had a grade of 
one in six, but the place would have been 


built chiefly along a 15-ft. lane, 


into 


which a butcher’s shop emptied its offal, 
and there would have been an eating: 


house opposite the main door. Yet 
post-office had a bigger income than 


this 
any 


other in New South Wales, with the ex- 


ception of the General Post Office. 


va, 
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could not convince the honorable mem- 
ber’s predecessor of the need for 
another site, but, 
the present Postmaster-General (Mr. 
Webster), I say that he did what 
was necessary. Mr. Agar Wynne, Mr. 
Oxenham, and a few others went out in 
a motor car and took their stand at the 
top of the hill, but from there it was im- 
possible to look at the site, because the 
“frontage to the street was only 18 feet, 
and the lane frontage was 100 feet. I 
spoke strongly on the subject in this 
chamber when the honorable member for 
Darwin (Mr. Spence) was Postmaster- 
General, but my words had no more effect 
on him than they would have had on a 
piece of cold steel. Some of the depart- 
mental officers told me that if the Go- 
vernment spent money on a building at 
this site it would be wasted, because ‘no 
one would see that the post-office was 
there. It is cases of this kind that make 
members anxious to know whether suit- 
able sites are being chosen. The reports 
that the Minister has read to us deal only 
with the need for ordnance stores, which 
I do not question. He has not read any 
report on the site itself. There are in 
Sydney business men who are as keen as 
any in the world. When Ministers go 
there they are entertained by the Pre- 
sident of the Millions Club, a gentleman 


who has sold more land on time 
payment than any other man in 
Australia. He is very plausible, and 


to the credit of. 


f 


: the equal of any’ Commonwealth Min-. 


ister, and no doubt. wins them over to a 
number of things which they are after- 
wards sorry they promised. Ministers 
know whom I mean without the mention- 
ing of aname. I understand that the site 
for the proposed ordnance stores fronts 
the harbor and a canal. ‘Ministers should 
remember, however, that when we were 
dealing with the Lands Acquisition Bill 
of 1906 it was the view,of Parliament 
that public parks should not be resumed. 
Some of the recommendations of officials 
in these matters have been scandalous. 
The resumption of land elsewhere was 
not mentioned in this connexion until the 
Opposition showed a determination to 
have daylight upon the proposal. We 
heard nothing about it until late last 
night. When Mr. Archibald was Min- 
ister, members on both sides showed 


plainly that in “their view public poe 


Mr. West. 


people. We are not Tike mere eg Aceh ue 
trying to make what we can out of our Le 
positions, but are men above aes a 
and we should insist on a most searching — 


before us. I have certain me = 
which I am not able to make public, be- “a 
cause of the manner in which it came 
to me; but I am told that there is an ae 
estate in the district in which the site is 
situated on which there is a large house, 
which I know very well, having carried 

out a contract there some years ago. The 
property has been for sale for a long — 
while, but they cannot dispose of it be 
cause of its distance from the tram, and 
because the house is too large for any one 
without considerable means, and persons — 
with means prefer localities in which | 
others similarly situated reside, A gud 
many years ago, the late Dr. Renwick 
built a large house in this district, but a 
after his death his family could not keep 
it up, and it was eventually pulled down, P 
the neighbourhood not being a fashion- — 
able one. Wealthy persons prefer to live 4 
at Rose Bay, on Bellevue Hill, and on 
the North Shore line, where Ales are. 
the finest residential sites in Australia. 
To get to the North Shore you have 
merely a pleasant trip across the har-— 
bor in the ferry and fifteen minutes’ 
run in the train, during which you 
ascend 500 or 600 feet. Why — do 
not the Government go to other sites, « 
considerable distance away, and not take 
this park, with its water frontage? Men- 
tion was made by Mr. Webster of Peter- 
sham Park. There are plenty of person 
in Australia whose fowl-yards a as bi 
as Petersham Park. Here, n th 
National Parliament, I regret vi find a 
desire on the part of certain members to ~ 
rob the people of a recreation reserve; = 
and is this sort of thing to be without Vy 
protest? We want to be satisfied that — 

there is nothing in connexion with t ~ 
whole transaction that will not stand an- 9 
vestigation. If we give our assent to this A 
action without knowing whether it is” 
right or wrong, we shall be as culpable | : 
as the principal parties in the matter. 
No honorable member who desired to re- 
tain his dignity and maintain public - 
spect for his character ie? wallow the 


ee arr 


ate 


q 
Vy 


e 
a 


Pree Re 
es = ; ‘ ~ 
’ Lands Acquisition 
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(Defence) Bill. 


without first making sure that the busi- 
mess was above reproach. 
- master-General, when he was in Caucus, 


The Post- 


was always careful, whenever there was 
any business proposed to be brought 
before the House, to see that the Govern- 
ment introduced only such measures as 
were sure to receive public confidence. 
Mr. Poynton was of the same mind; but 
I am afraid both those honorable gentle- 
men are losing their characters by the 


company they are keeping. 


I have nothing against the purchase of 
this land, but I implore the Government 
to consider the proposition seriously. If 
it is to be in the public interest, it will 
not be easy to deny the claim of the Go- 
vernment; but it would be only fair to 
see that they give in return a site equal 
to it in all respects. I do not think it is 
possible, however, to provide another such 
park with a foreshore frontage. We should 
do our utmost, even at this late hour, to 


conserve the parks wherever they have 


water frontages. .I admit that the Minis- 
ter in charge of the measure is giving the 
subject his best attention. Nevertheless, 
I detect a lack of enthusiasm, because he 
feels that he is handling something he 
‘does not like. That is not the spirit in 


which a Minister of the Crown should 


come before the National Parliament, 


when the Government want to rob 
the -people of one of their parks. 
I am always determined in watch- 


ing anything that may be the méans 
of conserving the public health. In 
accordance with the principles which 


& have actuated me during the whole course 


= 


ee Ce * 


oe 


, 
= 


of my life, my vote will never be cast to 


. rob the people of a park for recreation 


purposes. If we could secure a _ vote 


' upon this question free from all party 
ties, I venture to say that a majority of 


honorable members would affirm the view 
which I have been voicing. I plead for 
delay in the consideration of this clause. 
If the Government will consent to post- 


pone the debate upon it until next week, 
JI will undertake to get some of my 
friends and friends of the Government 
to inspect the site—men who are well 


qualified to let us know what is the precise 


position. The canal to which reference 


has been made during the course of this 
‘discussion is merely a cemented storm- 
water channel, which is subject to tidal 
a _ influence. ° Of course, if the Government 
Mo piee ss. 6 2 


obstinately refuse to listen to my entrea- 
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‘4 


? 


ie 


ties for delay in this matter, I can only | 


find consolation in the reflection that at 
least I have done my duty. The prin- 
ciple underlying this clause is one which 
concerns the’ whole of the people of Aus- 
tralia. In the Commonwealth Parlia- 
ment of 1906, Iam proud to know that 
there were some exceedingly honorable 
men who declined to empower the Go- 
vernment to take over park lands under 
any Lands Acquisition Act. 

Mr. Hices.—Where are they to-day ? 

Mr. WEST.—They are not on the op- 
posite side of the chamber. I do not 
know whether the Minister intends to ac- 
cede to my request to delay the considera- 
tion of this question for a few days. 

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter).—Order! The honorable mem- 
bers’ time has expired. 


Question—That the clause be agreed to 


—put. The Committee divided. 
Ayes m8 ve PO 2e 
Noes... i vib ee 

Majority .. vs he 
AYES. 
Archibald, W. O. Mackay, G. H. 
Bayley, J. G. Pigott, H. R. M. 


Boyd, J. A. 
Corser, E. B. C. 
Falkiner, F. B. 8S. 
Foster, Richard 
Glynn, P. McM. 


Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Sinelair, H. 
Smith, Laird 
Spence, W, G. 


Greene, W. M. Watt, W. A. 
Groom, L. E. Webster, W. 
Jensen, J. A, Wise, G. H. 
Jowett, E. Tellers: 
Lamond, Hector Story, W. H. 


Livingston, J. Thomson, John 


Lynch, J. 

Noes. 
Blakeley, A. Maloney, Dr. 
Charlton, M. Tudor, F, G. 
Considine, M. P. Tellers: 
Finlayson, W. F. Riley, E, 
Higgs, W. G. West, J. E. 

PaIRs, 
Sampson, S. © Catts, J. H. 
Smith, Bruce Anstey, F. 
Ryrie, General Brennan, F. 
Hughes, W. M. Fenton, J. E. 
Cook, Joseph Mahony, W. G. 
Palmer, A. C, Mathews, J. 
Leckie, J. W, McDonald, C. 
Manifold, J. C. McGrath, D. C. 
Maxwell, G. A. Nicholls, 8S. R. 
Heitmann, E. E. Page, J. 
Forrest, Lord Wallace, C. 
Bamford, F. W. Watkins, D. 
Burchell, R. J. Yates, G. E. 
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Question $0 eae in the adirmative 


f lause agreed to. vreme' 3 
ab a aetole oe 


ot 


~ Amendment (by Mr. Gury) | “pro- 


wy) 


sa eat . 


That all the words after the word “ plan” 
in the penultimate line of the schedule be left 
out, and the following words inserted in Deg 
thereof :— 


“ catalogued Ms. 4767.SY Roll | in the pat 
partment of Lands of the State of New South 

- Wales.” 

Mr. 
sert in the Bill the promise made by the 
Minister—that an amount would be set 
aside for the purchase of another park of 
similar size and character ? 


Mr. Warr.—The Government will 
keep the promise, but we shall not insert 
it in the Bill. | 

Amendment agreed to. 

Schedule, as amended, agreed te. 

Title agreed ‘to. 

Bill reported with an amendment. 

Motion (by Mr. Grynn) proposed— 


That the Standing Orders be suspended, to 
enable the remaining stages to be passed with-" 
out delay. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.5].—1I or 
the Minister not to press the further 
Stages of the Bill to-night. The suspen- 
sion of the Standing Orders is only in- 
tended to be resorted to in connexion 
with urgent business. This Bill is not 
urgent. It cannot reach the Senate in 

- time for consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. Warr.—Why not? | 

Mr. TUDOR.—-If the Government de- 
sire the Bill to reach the Senate to- 
morrow, we shall try to prevent that hap- 
pening. There should be an inquiry into 
this transaction, and the people in New 
South Wales who are affected by this 
proposed transfer have a right to be 
‘heard. The honorable member for Dalley 
(Mr, Mahony) has returned to his con- 


stituency in order to consult:the people 


there. J.ask the Acting Prime Minister 
to defer the third reading of the Bill until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava — Acting 
_ Prime Minister and Treasurer) [11.8]. 
—From one point of view the Bill 
is urgent, because we desire to give an- 
other place some work to do. I hope the 
Opposition will allow the Bill to pass to- ~ 
saad the: Resorts ls member — for 


well, and hax 1 no 


Wesr.— Will the Government in- — 


Dalley a Be 


Mr. Tonos 2 Ft) 3 is a quest 
people interested to decide. 
Mr. Giynw.—We twice sent. 0 
to consult the local municipal — cour 
Mr. Tvpor.—But the people may 
know of the proposal, even ‘though | 
council knows: of it. mS: 
Motion, by rane withdraon, 


Cb 


Senate, 


The Piotiae (Senstar the Ho 
Givens) took the chair at nu Bei and — 
read prayers. ~ rene | 


WHEAT POOL. - 


SuPriy oF Sonnacbeses 


Senator, PRATTEN.—I wish ta 
whether the attention of the Min 
charge of the Wheat Pool has 
directed to a report, appearing — 
Age of this morning, of an interview 
Major Purcell in connexion with - 
supply of jute goods? Major Pur 
finitely makes charges against th 
ister that by his handling of the 
he is sacrificing the interests 
farmers of Australia. path t 


corners. ae whether, if “neces 
quiries will be instituted? 


through the Government eee 
they are doing to-day, namel: 
bags direct through them. 
Government then deelins 
good reasons, to do what we desi 

took us twelve months to accomp sh 
Major Purcell evidently _ was 
accomplish in the cour: 
with the press. What 
_has been ea but I w 


». Ee ie eee eS peer Tee ee eT ny 
'° > oe 4 ny Not xy a 7 
ao + ea i iat <orye SS rex a 
oe S 


found that their return last year was 6d, 
per dozen on cornsacks sold in Austra- 
eS lia. I shall, at a later date, make a de- 
tailed reply to. the statement appearing 
| in the Age. 
ae: “i Senator PRATTEN. —Arising out of 
the Minister’s reply, I remind him that 


One of 
is that. the 
. oa farmers of Australia have to pay an 
__, additional amount for their jute goods, 
owing to the action of the Government in 
conducting the business through second 
» _and third parties, instead of going direct 
_ to the jute mills. I hope that the state- 
ment promised by the Minister will be 
- complet and in every way satisfactory. 
’ It should be recognised that the matter 
‘¢annot be allowed to rest where it is. 

‘a Senator RUSSELL. — The Govern- 
H ment never at any time placed an order 
yk: through a second agent, but in each case 
: definitely through the Indian Govern- 
ment. 


% iwterview with Major Purcell. 
» those definite statements 


_ the Minister’s answer-—— 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! I am 
afenid that the honorable senator is not 
asking a question, but is arguing the 

point. He is not entitled to do that. 
Pe (At this stage he must ask a definite ques- 
= st ‘tion. 


ni “i ae to the matter on the next day 
of sitting. 

' . Senator SHANNON.—I ab the Min- 
e iar in charge of the Wheat Pool 
2 me ss - whether, in making the statement he has 
_ promised, he will indicate what will be 
ag the position of merchants in Australia 
fees eee in bags? 

Sr Senator RUSSELL.—I have already 
_ done so, with one exception, and that is 
_ regard to the price, which will be 
nounced by the Price Fixing Commis- 
| in the course of a few days. 

Senator PRATTEN.—Might I ask 
_ whether this business is not now being 
ie lone through brokers and agents? 

_. Senator RUSSELL.—Not to my know- 
ledge, | put I shall make inquiries. 


there are definite statements made in the 


.to recognise that it is 


ere Senator PRATTEN.—Arising out a 


Senator Prarrren.—I shall renew my 


he . re - ee y 
Personal Bepleation Cal 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, - 


Senator MILLEN Minister for Re- a: 
patriation), — By 


leave.—In_address- 
ing the Senate yesterday on the Repatria- 
tion Bill, in reply to an interjection, I 
think by Senator Lt.-Colonel Bolton, I 


a 


3 


stated that applications had not been in- 


vited from those willing to take positions 
on the staff of the new Department. I 
stated, also, that the Department had — 
been inundated with applications, many ~ 


of which had been forwarded, as honor- ~ 


able senators were aware, through their | 
hands. Speaking from memory, I think — 
I am justified in saying that the Age of 
this morning says that my statement is 
to be accepted as an admission that poli- 
ticial influence was at work. I wish to 
“deny that absolutely. Nothing that I 
said was interpreted by honorable sena- 
tors listening to me as being capable of 
that construction. 


Senator McDoueatt.—lt was eae in 


a joke. 


Senator MILLEN.—TI am capita 
dangerous to 
attempt even a little levity in the pre- 
sence of pressmen. All that I wished 
to indicate was that honorable senators 
knew that applications were arriving, and 
that many of themselves were made the 
medium of forwarding those applica- 
tions. No political influence was exer- 
cised, and had any attempt in that diree- 
tion been made it would not have been 
responded to. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL 
FORC 


Suear In Sorprers’ PARcELs. 


Senator PRATTEN.—I should like to 
know from the 
Executive Council what was the exact 
reply he gave yesterday on the subject of © 


the exportation of sugar in soldiers’ par- . 


cels. In the Age of to-day there is an- 
other indication, to my mind, of inaccu- 
rate press work, as it is stated definitely 
that the prohibition of sugar in soldiers’ 

parcels was at the behest of the British — 
Bavediankt In the Argus the state- 
ment is made that there is no prohibi- 
tion of sugar for export. The confusion 
caused by these inaccuracies is still con- 
tinued in the public mind. Senator 
Grant brought the matter up yesterday, 


- and I should be obliged if the Minister é 


Vice-President of the _ 


t 


¢ 4 oh te Vs BS beat eg < ey T 
MER OTe ft? oa ss sa ae 
4886 Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta | {SENATE.] : Railway Lands ne Os ve : 


in charge of the business would make the 
position perfectly clear. 

Senator RUSSELL.—The answers ny 
gave yesterday to the two questions put 
by Senator Grant were :— 


1. No. 
2. See answer to No. 1. 


So far as I know, those answers are abso- 
lutely correct. 


KALGOORLIE TO PORT AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY LANDS BILL. 


_Srconp Reapine. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
President of the Executive Council) 
{11.8].—I move— . 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 


This measure provides for vesting in the 
Commonwealth Railways Commissioner 
land acquired or to be acquired by the 
Commonwealth from the States of South 
Australia and West Australia in con- 
nexion with the Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta railway. As honorable sena- 


tors will recollect, prior to the passing ~ 


of the Kalgoorlie-Port Augusta Railway 
Bill in 1911, the State Governments of 
South Australia and Western Australia 
had agreed to concede a strip of land of 
a quarter of a mile in width along the 
route of the railway, or one-eighth of a 
mile on either side of the line. They 
were not at the time able to transfer the 
land to the Commonwealth, becatse 
there had been only a flying survey, and 
if was necessary to survey the line only 
for a short distance ahead of the actual 
construction. No plans could, therefore, 
be prepared showing exactly what lands 
were to be transferred by the State Go- 
vernments. 
of applications have been made for com- 
pensation in respect of the land to be 
transferred. The lands acquired from 
Western Australia are a clean: gift. 
There is no compensation to be paid in 
respect of lands acquired at the Western 
end of the line, as they are waste, or 
Crown lands, but in South Australia, for 
a distance of about 280 miles between 
Port Augusta and Tarcoola, there were 
several pastoral leases along ‘the route of 
the railway, and the holders of those 
leases have made several claims for com- 
pensation. I am not able at this stage 
to give details of those claims. 
pose of this Bill is by vesting the lands 


* 


Since that time a number: 


The pur- — 


a 


acquired in the Commonwealth Railways By 
Commissioner to give him power in the — 
case of any application for compensation we | 
made within six months after the passing © he 
of this measure a means of» ace with a, 
the claims effectively. If a claim is not Bt 
agreed upon mutually between the lease- Ee 
holder and the Commissioner, it will be 
within the power of the Minister for — 
Works and Railways to refer it to a ma 3 
High Court Judge for determination. If | 
a leaseholder desiring to make a claim — 
does not send in his application for com 
pensation within six months, he will lose 
the right to claim compensation. The ae 
Bill will not affect any claims in con- 
nexion with which litigation has already — ; 
been commenced. aes 
Senator Gururiz.—What litigation has 5 
already been commenced? | ie 
Senator RUSSELL; — I understand — 
that litigation has been commenced in 
one or two eases. This measure will not 
affect those cases, but claims that may- 
subsequently be made, ‘If the claimant — 
can come to a mutual agreement with 
the Railways Commissioner, his clainia 
will be paid. If no agreement has been 
arrived at within six months, the claim — 
will be referred to a Judge of the High — 
Court. In the everit of the Court deter- oe 
mining that the benefit conferred upon 
the claimant by the construction of the 
railway is in excess of his claim for com- — 
pensation, he will be liable to compensate 
the Commonwealth Government to the | 
extent of that excess. The object of this 
provision is, I suppose, to limit the” num-— 
ber of claims for compensation. — ~ 
Debate (on motion by Senate ; 
McDoveatt) adjourned. ~ Bie y, 


ie 


wa, 
\ 
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A SEconD READING. <7 
Debate resumed from 2nd May (aes 
page 4323), on motion by Senator Min-— ee 
LEN— ¥ ie sam 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 
Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [11.16].—By the courtesy. of the 
Minister for Repatriation (Senator — 
Millen), I have had an opportunity of : 
reading portion of the report of — his 
speech made yesterday; but still I feel 
is hardly fair that the Senate should 
called upon ,to debate the Bill with 
little prepafation thet has; pees 


A 
_ honorable senators will be given a further 
- opportunity of considering the measure. 
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honorable senators, and I hope that other 


before they are called upon to discuss it. 
There are, however, one or two points to 
which I shall direct, attention. 

I appreciate to the full the many diffi- 
culties that confronted the Minister when 
he launched this repatriation scheme, be- 
eause I have been in close touch with one 
of the highest officers in Melbourne, and I 
know that the work involved was extremely 
heavy. 
tion there will never be any attempt 


, to cut down expenditure so far as it 
_ relates to the special purposes of the 


Act, but that every endeavour will be 
made to ‘fitly repay those men who have 
suffered as a result of the war. I had in- 
tended to say something concerning the 


applications for appointment. in the new 


Department, but the Minister’s explana- 


tion this morning has made that unneces- 


necessaries of life for the service of re-. 


® a | 
ei 
= 


_ been done in Great Britain, 


_ reason why I object to it. 
that the Department should fix the 


Bary. —. 

On the question of determining what 
is a living wage, I think some difli- 
culty will be experienced, because what 
might be a living wage in one part of 


_ Australia will not be so regarded in an- 


other part of the Commonwealth. Some 
scheme should be inaugurated, as has 
of stan- 
dardizing certain articles of clothing and 


per ied soldiers and their wives and 
amilies, so that they may not suffer at 
the hands of exploiters. 

_ Senator Mitten.—I may inform. the 
honorable senator that when I used the 
term ‘“‘living wage,’’ I thought of ac- 
cepting the rate judicially fixed as a 


_ living wage in the different States. 


Senator McDOUGALL.—tThat is one 
I would prefer 


amount to be regarded as a living wage, 


and especially that an attempt should be 
made to standardize the necessaries of 


life for the benefit of our repatriated 


- soldiers and their families. I noticed from 
a Canadian paper that the authorities 
_ there are entertainine the idea, following 


the example set by Great Britain; but 


_ whether it has been actually put into 
_ operation I do not know. I hope that the 


Minister will give the matter his careful 


 gonsideration. 


_ Another matter that is likely to cause 


bag trouble is that of determining the suita- 
bility of men for certain work. Who will 


I hope that in its administra- 


be the judge? In my opinion, the man 
himself should judge whether he is fit or 
not for certain occupations. I know of 
many men who have tried different jobs 
and found that none suits them; and very 
often a man might appear suitable for a 
certain work, but actually would be quite 
unfitted for it; so I think that he himself 
would be the best judge as to the suita- 
bility of work offered to him. If men 
are dissatisfied they will have the right of 


‘ 


appeal to the State Boards, and, if still 


dissatisfied, they may appeal to the Com- 
mission in Melbourne. That might be 


all right for a man who has money to ° 


keep him while he is making his appeal, — 


but we know what it would mean for 
other men. 

Senator Mintiten.—The men will be in- 
volved in no cost at all. 

Senator McDOUGALL.—Is it proposed 
to pay a man while he may be appealing 
against the decision of a State Board? 

Senator Minten.—If the honorable 


senator will look at the regulations he will 
find that the Deputy Comptroller will _ 


have authority to grant each man sus- 
tenance on his own responsibility, and 
during that time the man, if still dis- 
satisfied, may put his case before the 
Court. . 

Senator McDOUGALL.—I will accept 
the Minister’s word for that, because, as 
I have already said, I did not have an 
opportunity of going right through his 
second-reading speech; but the act of 
appealing will take time, and I object to 


the principle of allowing any outside 


authority to determine whether a man is 
suitable for certain work or not. 

Senator Mitten.—Does the honorable 
senator suggest that a man himself shall 
judge, and that so long as he refuses work 
he will be entitled to sustenance? 

Senator McDOUGALL.—He will, of 
course, have to prove that he is unfitted 
for heavy work. 


Yesterday, when the Minister was 
quoting the rates of sustenance to be paid, 
I asked-him why it was proposed to limit 
the allowance to a soldier with a wife and 
four children, and Senator Guthrie also 
took up the refrain. The rates proposed 
are, for a soldier without dependants, 
£2 2s. per week; a soldier with a wife, 
£2 12s.; a soldier with a wife and one 
child, £2 15s.; and thereafter an ad= 
ditional 3s. 6d. per week for each 
child up to four, so that a _ soldier 


~\ 


' 


- += 
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withe a. ae and four children will 
be insured a weekly imcome of £3 6s. 
~ Tagain ask: Why stop at four children ? 


Is it suggested that £3 6s.—the allowance ~ after 
Sota a aateln he Tos t 1 his 


for a wife and four children—is also a 
living wage for a soldier with a wife and 
eight. children? We all know that it 
costs almost as much now to ‘‘ boot’”’ 
children as it did to keep them twelve 
months’ ago, and I draw the attention of 
the Minister to the fact that the authori- 
ies in’ New Zéaland are going one better 
‘than Australia, for theré they pay 
allowances up to five children. I noticed 
Aa paragraph in. the press Statik 
stating— 

It is officially announced that the aBerinies 
to soldiers’ children has been increased 6d. per 
day, making 10s. 6d. weekly. Under the new 
system a wife with one child will receive her 


husband’s allotment of 3s. per day, her own 
allowance of 3s., and 1s. 6d. for each child, a 


total of 52s. 6d. weekly. The pay to a wife 
with two children will be 68s.; three, ae. 6d.; 
four, 84s.; five, 94s. 6d. 


Senator Crawrorp.—But is it net a 
fact that 21s. of that amount comes out 
of the husband’s pay? 


Senator McDOUGALL.—I am not 
saying that it does not. I am drawing a 
—eomparison of allowances paid in New 
Zealand and the rates proposed in Aus- 
tralia. It does not matter ‘where the 
money comes from, In New Zealand a 
soldier’s wife with five children will get 
94s., as against 66s. jn Australia for a 
wife with four children, and I maintain 
it is not equitable to stop the repatriation 
allowance at four children. 


Senator Earte.—That is not the New 
Zealand repatriation payment, is it? 

Senator McDOUGALL.—No; but that 
is quite beside the question, and I would 
seriously urge the Minister to consider 
the advisability of extending the benefits 


to patriotic men whose families consist of- 


more than four children: JI know of a 


‘man who left ten children behind. him, ~ 


and there are plenty of such instances 
throughout Australia. The other day I 
‘sent to the Minister a list of twenty-five 
soldiers’ wives, not one of whom had less 
than seven children. I hope, therefore, 
that the Minister will consider any sugges: 
tion. 


‘Senator Earre.—I am quite in sym- 


pathy with the honorable senator; but I 


suggest to him that in a family of ten, 


all would not be dependants, — Some would, 


be einer a8 bia iat : 


paid are simply to be the amount 


i; Senate 
bit the 2a 


he 


and now the son has been victimized 
New South Wales. 
such cases. © Ri 


> oe ert 
ae - 


Another matter is in. Seip dan to. ap 
prentices returning who had served por. 
tion of their time before enlisting. 
very difficult question to handle. 
comes within the scope of State laws, a 
I do not know how the Minister is go 
to overcome the difficulty. _ sie a 


Senator MILLEN. =o at is a 
one. : c a 


Senator ‘McDOUGALL. ss a coe 
indorse the proposals made in ‘thi 
spect. I take it that the wages t 


employers can rightly pay ior the 
done by the apprentices, and *difere 


returned ake will have even as i 
four and five years to make up. 
not be at all easy to have ue 
their apprenticeship term,- 


Senator Sacer atene is a : 
dificulty in some cases, apse from 
laws. 


Senator McDOUGALL. —I ca 
I have not seen anything in the sta 
of the Minister as to providing opp. 
ties for soldiers to become emp 
labour themselves. That is, 
may be assisted in. iandeune 
either of a national or public char 
There should be provision whereb 
a-dozen men could get togeth r 
tender for jobs, with some gua 
the Department that they wou 
to carry them out. That whi 
prevents men from getting a st 
is the lack of proper backing jj 
they desire to strike out for th: 
Many returned soldiers would gla 
themselves of assistance in this w: 
I trust that the Minister will consid 
suggestion, ea eae 

The Minister made reference : 
ing settlements for soldiers. I advoc 
that when a ES Bill was 
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nm who are to be om oyed i Fameries 
d the like. ts at a % 
3 Sach another | factor whick: Suowtd L “te 
7 ES fected to is the fostering of indu in) 
; © whi ; nt he men are to be employed. /Un-- 
<> -fortunat , there is too much i a- 
is ae of goods manufactured in foreign 
: untries by cheap labour. In nine cases 
of ten, where a private citizen has. 
~ been enterprising enough to establish any 
S one of those industries, he has met with 
- success. Although the manufacturer has- 
to pay higher wages, he gets better work, 
and, through systematic effort, he has 


v 
na, 


_ out 


the cheap importations. In the Senate 


= he. other day, I mentioned the matter of which we could manufacture easily with 


light labour, and ab a great saving. 
the Minister informed me that the con- > 


ee enamel required for soldiers’. medals. 
actor was waiting for the imported 
icle- This enamel can be ~ manufac- 
red here; but the samples submitted to 
D Jepdrtment were, -accordin ing to its ex- 
erts, not up to the imported product. 
T hat being so, it is for the Government to 
assist i in the perfection of that article so 
E at its manufacture might give employ- 
b of the requisite light nature to num- 
of returned men. There are many 
‘occupations with which the Minister 
ald make himself-acquainted.. It is 
5 probable that much could be accom- 
~ plis hed at first, but it is only a matter of + 
best pime. - ~In my own trade, we were told not 
Sl ong ago that we could not manufacture 
~ To somotives to compete with the work of 
- ot ther countries, with their cheap labour, 
_ To-day, however, we are making them 
a better and more cheaply than ever they 
were imported. It is all a question of 
BAY: stem, and in that way we can compete 
2 th any part of the world. I recom- 
ax: mend that the Department schedule all. 
om “industries, particularly those requiring 
light labour, and make special efforts to 
is - foxtor aud. sucbessfully establish new er 


E ie hifactuies’ regarding suitable indus- 

bee tries. The difficulty is that an industry, 

_ being bt is not known here, aud it-is 

— a task herefore, to find any one who 
can tell I us anything about it. 

Bonatc or McDOUGALL —Well, i have 


entio d ’ 
- ic * 


Soa. ae 
we 
~~ 


1918.) 


‘was done. 


sen able to compete successfully agains’ — 


the Minister for Repatriation (Senator — 
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Repatriation B Bill. 
look after it. There are many others, ye | 
sides. The trouble is that when a matter — 
is brought forward here by honorable 
senators who may have some slight know- 


ledge of what they are talking about, 


questions are asked, and that is about 
the end of it. If one wishes to push the _ 
business further, he must persistently prod — 

the Minister. For about two years IT was | 
trymg to get the Government to mani 
facture the electric cables which they re- 
quire. I pointed out that they could 
save £100,000 every year on that work. 
The Postmaster-General went into the 
scheme, and was favorable, but nothing 
When the Prime Minister ~ 
went to the Old Country, he, in his zeal 

to do something for Australia, let a con- 
tract for ten years for the very article 


Senator Retp.—What did the officials 
say about that saving of £100;000% ~~~ 

Senator McDOUGALL.—The Depart- 
ment was agreeable. The Postmaster- 
General saw ‘the. value of the suggestion, 
and approved of the work being com- 
meneed, but, unfortunately, the “Prime 
Minister, was not aware of the position 


‘»when he made this contract, which, | of 


course, must be honoured. 
Senator PRATTEN (New dsauh 
Wales) {11.41}.—We rightly heard from 


Millen) that the problem facing. < 
Australia in regard to repatriation is new. 
There is no precedent for what Australia 
will attempt to do. The Minister cor- 
rectly said that Australia leads all the 
belligerent countries in connexion with 
the ‘attempted solution of the repatria- 


tion problem. He gave an illustra- _ 
‘4ion of his — difficulties from. the 
commencement. I can quite understand 


that he felt he was sailing an unfamiliar ary 


ship on an uncharted ocean, and with= 


out knowing his destination. He must 
have felt, indeed, like a blind man look- 
ing for a black hat in a dark room. Last — 
September, a Repatriation Bill was 
-passed which, after much discussion, and 
much thought on the par’ of the Minister 
in charge, practically meant that that — 
gentleman was given a blank cheque. It ~ 
was only a skeleton measure, and, in spite “# 
of all the oratory and all the amendments 
Perens in another place, the Bul Te 
urnéd to the Senate in much the same 


form as it had left us. That was largely — 
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because the scheme was merely in skele- 
tonic form, and it was felt that it must 
be left to the Minister and his Depart- 
ment, and to time, to evolve the details. 
To-day our ideas about repatriation_are 
much more concrete than eight months 
ago. We have jettisoned many false 
ideas—many views which the people then 
held to the effect that because a soldier 
had served abroad he should be provided 
for, upon his returngbya benevolent public 
for all time. We have forsaken that, but 
have kept to the main principle, that no 
soldier shall suffer as the result of his sac- 
rifice in fighting on our behalf. We have 
come back also to the fundamental idea 
that repatriation is not a benevolent in- 
stitution, but is what the word actually 
means—the settling back into civilian life 
of men who have been in military service. 
I am glad to hear in the statement of 
the Minister that this is the main plan of 
the work of his Department. _ 
Personally, I have been ‘much puzzled 
and much confused when I have attempted 
to reduce the problem with which we are 
confronted to figures. I noticed particu- 
larly that the Minister, in his many ex- 
planations regarding this important mat- 


ter, has never got down to figures of ary, 


sort. He has not even told us how many 
soldiers the Department has so far as- 


sisted, how many have returned from . 


g 


abroad 
Senator Miiten.—Yes, I gave that in- 
formation yesterday: Up to 31st De- 
cember last year the number who had re- 
turned to Australia was, approximately, 
50,000, those discharged numbered -40,000, 
and those who have been assisted totalled 
26,000. { ea 
Senator PRATTEN.—At any rate, th 
Minister has never attempted to — get 
down to figures in regard to what this 
problem may mean to Australia. =~ 
Senator Harite.—It is impossible to do 
that. : 
Senator PRATTEN.—I think that 
when we first directed our thoughts to 
repatriation it was announced that the 
expenditure in this connexion would pro- 
bably amount to £60,000,000. % 
Senator Minien.—The honorable sena- 
tor’s statement is incorrect, if he will 
pardon me for saying so. No estimate 
of the cost has ever been officially given. 
Sixty million pounds was the. amount 
mentioned by me on one occasion as show- 
ing what the scheme would cost if pre- 


just about as reliable an estimate of it 


‘return to the Commonwealth when the 


sent methods of land settlement were con- 


upon the land. 5 SG 
Senator PRATTEN.—Quite so, — 


how much money the whole scheme of re- 
patriation will cost the Commonwealth, — 
and how many soldiers the Department — 
will have to deal with. I quite recognise 
the extent and difficulties of the problem. 
According to the Minister’s statement _ 
just now, up to the 3lst December last 
50,000 soldiers had returned to Aus-. 
tralia. As a considerable number have 
returned during the first four months of 
the present year, T think that at least 
one-fifth or one-fourth of the soldiers — 
who have gone overseas have already re- 
turned to our shores. _ Seeing that that is 
so, we have, I think, some glimmerings — 
of light to guide us in connexion with — 
the magnitude of this problem. oe) 

Senator Earte.—We are able to form — 
as we are able to accurately forecast the ee 
rainfall for 1919. 7S Cee 

Senator PRATTEN.—Not at all. T 
day I think we may safely say that on 
fifth, if not one-fourth, of the soldier 
who will return to Australia have alread 
returned. iy 

Senator O’Krrre.—Does not that de- 
pend upon the duration of the war? 

Senator PRATTEN.—Of course it 
does, but I am one of those who be- 
lieve that the war cannot continue very 
much longer, and that a decision mus 
be reached in the not very distant future. — 
Certainly, the Democracies of the worl : 
will not allow the struggle to continu 
for another four years. Bah 


I am pleased to observe from the utter 
ances of the Minister that this problem 
of repatriation is to be treated on the 
lines of common sense, so. that we 
shall not have to face in the future 
such a large problem as we though 
would confront us, provided always - 
that reasonable conditions obtain for ~ 
the development of Australia. There 
are very many thousands of men who will 


war is over who will ask no help at all. — 
The more facilities we can provide in the 
way of restoring them to their former — 
civilian employment immediately upon — 
their return the better will it be for tl yi 
Repatriation Department. But upon — 
this matter I shall have something more 
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} say upon the Defence Bill, which, I 

will come up for our con: 

‘sideration either to- ay or on the next 
rainy of sitting. Utes the question of 
land settlement, however, | desire to oy 
a few words. 

Honorable senators will doubtless re- 
collect that some time ago repatriation 
in connexion with land _ settlement 
loomed very largely. I am glad to 
note that the Minister does not stress 
that aspect of the matter to-day in the 
way that he did eight months ago, and. 
that there is exhibited a disposition to 
place upon the States, who own the land, 
_ the responsibility for the land settlement 
of our returned soldiers. I hope that no 
attempt in that direction will be made 
by the Commonwealth in connexion with 


the repatriation of our fighting forces. 


Any effort by the Commonwealth to settle 
our soldiers on the land is, to my mind, 
foredoomed to ignominious failure. In- 
deed, I am not at all sure that any land 
settlement’ in connexion with returned 
soldiers will be successful. As the Minis- 
ter has observed, repatriation is largely 


/ a guestion of psychology, and, if I know 
_ anything about it, the psychology of the 
soldier is gregarious. 


He has been ac- 
customed for years to comradeship and 
to the company of his fellows, and to 


settle him upon the land a mile away 


- from his neighbour would be to invite 
failure. I repeat that this question of 
land settlement is one with which the 
States should deal, and the Minister will 
be well advised if he recognises that. 


The question of repatriation—although it 


may be largely a question of weekly pay- 
ments, pensions, &c.—is also one, broadly 
speaking, of work. I feel strongly that 
the problem would very likely be cut in 
half if the Government would only -take 
their courage in both hands, and deal 
with the Tariff straightway. It seems 
to me that we have two alternatives be- 
fore us. If plenty of work is available 
the evils arising from unemployment will 
be comparatively small. But if we ex- 
perience bad seasons and distress, the 
- question of repatriation will loom very 


to the remarks of Senator McDougall, 


_who- stressed the necessity for the estab- 
lishment of new industries. 


I ask the 
Government to carefully consider that 
aspect of this matter. Such new indus- 
the manufacture of wire 


[3 May, 


in 
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Senator Crawrorp.—I think that Sena- 
tor McDougall spoke only of telephone 
cables. 


Senator PRATTEN.—No. His idea, 
I think, was the establishment of an in- 
dustry for the manufacture of wire ropes 
and copper cables for postal and other 
requirements. If such an industry were 
established in our midst, it would be 
worth a good ‘deal to*the country, and, 
though it might involve some waste of 
revenue, we could at least get some value 
for the money thus expended. Another 
industry which might well be considered 
in connexion with this scheme of repatria- 
tion is that of the manufacture of news- 
paper. There are scores of thousands of 
tons of precious freight now being 
utilized in the importation of newspaper 
from abroad. Yet we have all the raw 
materials for making it. We have the 
wood pulp, the vegetable fibre, and the 
prickly pear, which, I am _ informed, 
makes as good newspaper pulp as can be 
manufactured in any part of the world. 
Only a few months ago one of the repre- 
sentatives of Tasmania stated en the floor 
of this chamber that experiments in that 
State in connexion with the manufacture 


-of paper pulp. from timber had been emi- 


nently successful, and complained that 
the Government were not offering a 
bounty for its manufacture. 


Senator Earite.—I ‘do not think that 
he said that. : 


Senator PRATTEN.—He complained 
that the Government had fallen short of 
its duty by withholding a bonus for the 
manufacture of paper “pulp, seeing that 
the experiments which had been con- 
ducted in Tasmania had been reported 
to be eminently successful. 


The Minister has also asked, honor- 
able senators to suggest something 
connexion with soldiers’ settle- 
ment. He rightly said .that he -was 
hesitating as to whether 1t was wiser to 
build houses around particular industries 
in connexion with repatriation—in order 
that the soldiers might be kept together 
—-or to allow them to live in a scattered 
way, the same as do other members of 
‘the community. 1 think that the solu- 
tion of this difficulty depends very largely 
on.the number of soldiers who are to bé 
dealt with. If the Minister has to deal 
with only fifty men in a particular in- 
dustry, it will not be worth while to 
create a special settlement for them. But - 


rea 


5 ean 
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if he ees 3 set with 500 or 1, 000 fet 
diers in connexion with any industry, he 


_ probably can learn a good deal from Port 


~ Snnlight 


Senator Mixien. —It is not a anor 
of organizing villages, but of the desir- 
ableness or otherwise of segregating a 
number of persons who, owing to the 
war, have become more or less crippled. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Obviously, the 
best course to adopt will depend largely on 
the number of men who are to be provided 
for in a particular locality. Clearly, it 
would scarcely be worth while to make 
provision for a small number. However, 
that is a matter the consideration — of 
which may well be left to the develop- 
ment of the scheme later on. 

The Minister 
course ~of his 
has asked Dr. 
upon certain matters 
the health of the soldiers — after 
their return. I think that the Muin- 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce), too, 


intimated, during the 
remarks, that he 
Fetherston to repert 


~ made one or two interjections, calling me 
‘to account because 


I questioned the 
ability of Dr. Fetherston, as a specialist, 
this particular work. 
Whilst I have no objection to any report 


‘which may emanate from the Principal 
~ Medical Officer of the Australian Mili- 


tary Forces, I think that there are more 


eminent specialists than he is upon the 


nerve complaints with which soldiers are 
so often affected. I have no desire to 
throw any aspersions upon the profes- 
sional ability of Dr. Fetherston, but 
merely. because he was Chief. Medical 
Officer here in peace time—— 


‘Senator Colonel RowELu.—He was not 
Chief Medical Officer in peace time. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Merely because 


he has attained his present position by 


seniority, or because he was appointed 
- early in the war, it does not follow that 


he is pre-eminently fitted to do the thing 
the Minister bas asked him to do. I shall 
say no more about the matter in the ab- 
sence of the Minister for Defence, but 
among men 


ston has gone Home for quite another 
object. 

Senator Muiruen.—I said that Dr. 
Fetherston went Home on a mission in- 
trusted to him by the Defence Depart- 


Bg but that as he was going I shad : 


Home, I say that we have ion 


connected with: 


in the street there are 
rumours and whisperings that Dr. Fether- 


ee raised the reason Stor the hres . 


in. the: press that he has been — 
to find put why 10,000 men have 1 en 
recruited here and seit to England, and 
then found when they reached England 
to be medically unfitted for the job they 
had taken on. Surely the reason for tha 
could be sought in Australia? Any o 
who knows anything about what has 
going on regarding recruiting kaio 
was the fault of the medical o 
Dr. Fetherston’s Department tha 
men were recruited in the first place 
know of my own personal knowledge— 
Senator Colonel Rowrti.—Not 
the medical men who have examined 
cruits belong to Dr. Fetherston’ Ss Dep 
ment. — mp 
Senator PRATTEN. eae honours 
friend has only to refer to the medica’ 
officer’s report in connexion with the re- 
ey of the Nestor some time last Se] 
ar 
Senator MitLten.—May I suggest 
much humility that this portion o 
honorable senator’s remarks woul 
more appropriate on the Defence 1] 
Senator PRATTEN.—I admit pi 
been somewhat discursive regardin ng 
Fetherston, and will accept the a 
senator’s suggestion, 


I congratulate the Minictee m 
cerely upon. his very broad vision in 
nexion with his Department, and on his 
careful and discreet building up-of th 
very complicated scheme of repatriatior 
The matter has been taken in hand b: 
Minister with much enthusiasm, 
has given to it much thought, an 
less many long hours of weary 
wish him success in every way. 
bably the most knotty  sblenn th: 
Minister could take up, probably the 
thankless job that any man could 
on, and I am sure the Minister 
syinpathy of all ae i teat 


opinions on fundamental issues. 


the Minister will not forget that 
a psychological question, one 0. 
and patience towards the me 
gone thsguels so nok: for. 
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tothe Konesitle songtice t 
spartnient will ultimately be manned 


Ten ntirely by returned soldiers, as I believe 
the spirit of comradeship and mateship 
existing amongst soldiers will make them 
. 4 _ sympathetic towards those with whom 
— they are dealing. I congratulate the Min- 
, ster, so far on the success he has achieved, 
oe anc on the sound fundamental principles 
ia he has laid down in connexion with the 
e ce Department. I am sure that one and all 
ay oa of us on both sides will give him all the 
a hh feeble sympathy we can. I trust the 
an lem will not be so big as we now fear 
mi Gh will be. I hope that in the future 
Australia will hum with production and 
ir petatey, for if that comes to pass, under 
uidance by the Government of the 
ta ven aay the problem will rapidly diminish as 
ee - the years run on. 
aa Senator EARLE CT aan) [12.5].— 
on also. offer my congratulations to the 
_-Minister for MRepatriation~ (Senator 
- Mi illen) on his explanation of the Bill. I 
have had many opportunities of listening 
to explanations: of intricate pieces of legis- 


greater pleasure « or advantage to the ex- 
planation of any Bill than I did to the 
de sliverance of the Minister yesterday. 
It was the most lucid, carefully thought- 
put, and ‘completely explanatory speech on 
, most difficult problem that it las ever 
been my lot to listen to. I also listened 
with much pleasure to the contribution 
of Senator McDougall, from which there 
was a total absence of carping criticism. 


~ 


Every word he spoke was evidently 


- uttered with a sincere intention to assist 
the Ministry in talene on ge big - Dee 


In dealing with the Seer for 
which there is no precedent and no ex- 
‘perience to guide them, the Ministry, 
while ‘considering the reasonable interests 
f the taxpayers and the interests of the 
z genuine, thrifty returned soldier, and 
_ while taking every precaution to guard 
the fund against attempts to exploit it— 
for there will be amongst the returned. 
__ men, as there are amongst every body of 
men, some who will do their utmost to do 
pte 80- —must not consider the economical] side 
of the expenditure on this proposition. 
- Nothing that Australia can do will be too 
— muel for the dependants of those who 
aie ae ive made the supreme sacrifice, or those 
go have offered to make it on ‘behalf of 
Australia. No payment that can be made 
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ry 
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to these men either faba the war. or 
on their return can adequately compen- ' 
sate them for what they have gone 
through or what they ‘have offered to ‘ 
sacrifice. A man who takes up arms in 
defence of his country looks for his reward 
in the realization by his countrymen 

he has done it for his country’s good. To 
seek to pay such a man by a few shillings 
a day while away, or by the reward of 
a few pounds on his return, would be an 
insult to his manhood. Although we who 
remain in Australia cannot compensate 
the returned soldier for what he has done 
for us, the Government must not con- 
sider expense in doing all that is humanly 
possible to make the lives of these men 
happy, peaceful, and prosperous in the 
future, 

We are conducting our part | de 4 
the war in this country under the volun- — 
tary system, and I am strongly opposed — 
to every kind of economic conscription, ‘ 
although I am a straight-out conserip- — 
tionist, in that I would compel every 
man, rich or oor, to take his fair share 
of responsibility to defend the nation. 
I am against any system which may force — 
one man to go in consequence of the 
exigency of the circumstances in which 
he finds himself, whilst another man is 
able: to resist and remain. Reports have 
come under my notice showing that a 
system of that kind has been in operation ~ 
in Australia. I had the opportunity last 
Sunday of listening to a number of 
speeches in the Sydney Domain. I had 
the honour of hearing a speech delive red 
by Captain Carmichael, when he was ask- 
ing for the last twelve of the thousand © 
men with whom he went into camp on 
Wednesday. I also heard a number oi - 
other speeches which I did not agree with, 
but the speakers all seemed sincere, and 
I also heard an official letter read from — 
an employing firm in Australia stating ~ 
that it had invited the resignation of one — 
of its employees in order that the eligible 
men of Australia might be relieved for 
military purposes. : 

Senator Guy.—There is a good. ‘teal: of 
that. 

Senator HARLE.—The honorable « serlag 
tor is probably somewhat to blame for it, 
because he favours the voluntary nate 
of recruiting, which does not represent ae 
true policy of Democracy, inasmuch as it — 
does not place on every man, who has a 
right to a share in governing his wo aye 
his share of the betes 2! me detendiaee 


= 


‘ 
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it. However, that matter is in the past, 

and it is no use talking about it. T am 
sorry that attempts at economic conscrip- 
tion, such as I have described, are being 
made, and IJ shall always resent them. 


T was not favorable within my inner 
mind to levying a tax upon bachelors and 
eligibles while the war is in progress, be- 
cause that also has a tendency towards 
economic conscription. It has a tendency 
to tax one eligible man, who can ill-afford 
the £5 or £10, and in a measure press 

him to go to the war, while the richer 
eligible can pay the penalty without any 
difficulty. 

Senator O’Krrrr.—Did you not vote 
for that tax ? 


Senator EARLE.—I am prepared when 
the war is over, for the purpose of repat- 
riating the men who have gone to the 
war, to vote for a stronger tax on the 
eligibles of Australia than has even yet 
been suggested. 

Senator McDoveatit.—Without 
emption ? 

.« Senator EARLE.—Without exemption 
at all. Every man who is eligible to go 
to the war, and has refused to go under 
the system adopted by the Commonwealth, 
should certainly be made to pay a con- 
siderable amount towards the repatriation 
and future comfort of the men who have 
made the sacrifice. Hence I repeat that 
whatever difficulties there may be in rais- 
ing the money, and whatever the cost, 
the Ministry must not consider them, but, 
while safeguarding the interests of the 
soldiers and taxpayers, must insist on the 
people of Australia doing all that is 
humanly possible to make the conditions 
of the men who return better in the future. 


On the subject of vocational training 
for returned soldiers I agree with every 
word that has been said as to the de- 
sirability. of making our returned men 
self-reliant and producers of national 
wealth. While recognizing the great ser- 
vices these men have rendered to me and 
to my fellow citizens, I do not for a 
moment believe that on their return they 
should be kept in idleness. ‘Their com- 
fort should undoubtedly be considered, 
but they should be expected to become 
producers, and we should instil into their 
minds the feeling of self-reliance, which 
always tends to make a good citizen. 
The Minister for Repatriation has made 
a very explicit statement regarding voea- 


6 
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that, in view of its merits, the honorable 


'a returned soldier might be prepared in- — a 


~ tries already established in Australia.. I 


-yecommend him to look into it, as; im: $ 
my view it contains - ‘suggestions which = = 
would be an.improvement upon the Go-- ee 
vernment’s scheme. ee 


mediately a Government starts the manu 


Repatriation Bil. st 
tional training, but it ae to me $) 


senator passed over very lightly the — 
scheme propounded by Colonel Bee Z ‘ 
patrick. This scheme must have cost the 
author a good deal of study and research. — 
He, proposes an agreement between em- ae et 
ployers in different industries, for which 


the course of twelve months, the indus- 
trial unions connected with those indus- 
tries, and the Government. He suggests 
that 33 per cent. of the standard wage ay 
in these industries might be provided by — 

the Government. The proportion of this. 
payment should be higher during the first + 
part of the apprenticeship, if I may use a 
that expression, and become gradually 
less towards the end of the apprentice-_ 2 
ship. It seems to me that that is a scheme ss 
by which large numbers of our returned | 
men might be trained in different indus- 


am given to understand by_the author 
of the scheme that assistance to give it 
effect has been offered by employers and — 
unions CORE ERE in different industries. 


to ein tes csaried men and to weleonae e. * 
their employment in those industries. I~ E 
rceognize that it is necessary to have some 
regard. to the proportion of returned 
soldier trainees employed in a particular 
industry. If the Minister has not given 
full consideration to this scheme, which — 
is very clearly set forth in a pamphlet 
issued by Colonel Fitzpatrick, I would 
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The proposal of the Government Ga em 


establish industries specially for the 
vocational _ training of returned sol- 
diers seems to me to be aa ate a 
by many difficulties. No industry i 


Australia occurs to me at the pisos E 
time in which the Government could — : i 
launch out upon the employment of re- — 
turned soldiers without coming into direct 
competition with established industries 
of the same kind. This has been one of 

the difficulties always associated with go- — 
yernmental industrial undertakings. Im- _ 


facture of an article, private Che en. 


a 


the Government, Beis ground that they 
are employing their money in common 
-_-with the money of other taxpayers in the 
| manufacture of something which enters 
into competition with the ‘articles upon 


ae 


. 


‘a living. 
Senator Srnror.—Is it not the same 
thing to, employ the taxpayers’ money in 
subsidizing an employer? / . 
~ Senator EARLE.—No; because in that 
ease the employer gives a quid pro quo. 
He undertakes the training of the re- 
turned soldier, and pays the trainee a 
wage which for a time he does not earn. 
- The employer loses something in that 
- way for which he is entitled to compen- 
sation from the Government desiring the 
training of the returned soldier. 
Senator Srenior.—The same argument 
applies. Ss 
Senator EARLE.—TI think 1¢ does not. 
If Senator Senior were a manufacturer 
‘ef boots, and the Government established 
a boot factory for the vocational training 
of returned soldiers, that factory would 
not pay its way. Every pair of boots 
manufactured there worth £1 would pro- 
bably cost 25s. to make, and the honor- 
able senator would have to pay a propor- 
tion of that extra 5s. to enable the Go- 
vernment to manufacture the pair of 
boots in competition with him in his own 
business. . 
Senator O’Kerrxe.—Not if the Govern- 
ment factory were properly conducted. 
Senator EARLE. — Senator O’Keefe 
~ . does not realize the difference between a 
__ praperly-established business, whether go- 
vernmental or private, employing trained 
men and run on business lines and an 
institution which would be largely educa- 
3 tional. The educational departments _of 
x Australia are not revenue producing. 
— -—s- Senator Guy.—No one would think of 
starting an industry wholly with un- 
trained returned soldiers. 
Senator EARLE.—Surely the purpose 
of the proposed Government industries 
is to train the returned soldiers, and so 
_. these national businesses, undertaken for 


‘¢ 


___ the purpose of repatriation, would not be 
conducted on purely business lines, 
_-—-s« Senator Suntor.—If a graduated scale 
e of payments were made it would come to 
_. the same thing. ~* | 
~~ Senator EARLE.—If Senator Senior 


peas _ a manufacturer of boots he would 
As ‘ 
we 
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the production of which they depend for 
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realize that it would not be fair to him 
that he should be brought into competi- 
tion with a Government factory sup- 
ported by the taxpayers’ money and estab- 
lished for the purpose of educating re- 
turned soldiers. I urge the Government 
to be very careful about establishing in- 
dustries for the education of returned 
soldiers. I confess that I take far more 
kindly to the system of vocational train- 
ing expounded by Colonel Fitzpatrick 
than I do to the Government’s scheme. 


One honorable senator advised the Go- 
vernment to have nothing to do with the - 
resumption of land for returned soldiers, 
T am not of that way of thinking at all. 
T know a number of farmers’ sons and 
farm labourers who have taken up arms 
in the defence of Australia who would be 
glad to have holdings of their own when 
peace is restored. I realize that because 
of the Constitutions of the different States 
it, is almost impossible to resume the kind 
of land best suited for intense culture 
and oceupation by returned soldiers. In 
my own State of Tasmania we have an 
Act which enables the Government to 
compulsorily resume any estate of the un- 
improved value of £12,000 and over. 
Under that Act the owner of an estate 
to be resumed is allowed to retain hig 
homestead and a considerable area around 
it. In general practice, that means that 
the kernel is taken out of the nut and 
the husk or shell left for those who desire 
to use the resumption for closer settle- 
ment. The party I led at one time in 
the Tasmanian. Parliament made several 
efforts to reduce the unimproved value of 
estates* which might be compulsorily re- 
sumed to £5,000, but the Legislative 
Council of the State rejects that proposi- 
tion every time it is made. So that, al- 
though there are in places like the Der- 
went Valley a number of comparatively 
small estates of an unimproved value of 
£5,000, £8,000, or £10,000, which would 
be highly suitable for the settlement of 
four, five, or a dozen returned soldiers, 
it is impossible to secure those estates for 
the purpose. 


Senator Grant.—If the land is fully 
utilized now, what is the use of disturbing 
the present occupants? 


Senator EARLE.—The land 


is not 
fully utilized now. . 


r ms me 
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different States are such that the different fer from the waterways in our States, : 


~ democratic Houses of the Commonwealth estate EARLE.—That w oul 


| Bolsheviks did, sad. the honorable senator 


Senator EARLE—Why does not to go 10 ‘miles out to get suite 
: Benntor Grant amend the Constitutions. like that. 3 
of the different States? If he*did, it- Senator EARLE.—As far as pe 


Senator Canis Then why does oa. land, Ley would be employ = 
Dh honorable senator advocate a side so ‘under the: group system. x 
out ‘unimproved land tax? yr ‘Senator Lone.——But it is os 0 


** 


would be unnecessary for me to make Jands are concerned, it is necessary to go 
these remarks. The Oonstitutions of the back from the capital cities, but not 80 


State Governments are quite unable to _ though it would be generally in Australia. oa 
effectively handle this proposition. _ The same system could be applied to land ie 


Senator Grant.—They do not desire resumption by the State. In Hosein 
to do So. 4 pastoral properties suitable for 


~ culture, men could be em loy red in 


Beousiae of <bere (enue vanes second 5, | 
Chambers. I am of opinion that before - he sarees them: upon G He 
we can effectively deal with the settle- Senator Mir hie Ana ahr. the ta 
ment of returned soldiers on the land it 4.5 heen prepared, what happens? 
will be necessary for this Parliament to Senator: A Ri Wee te ie ioe ee 
take to itself the right to resume land fer ¢.. ine occupation of the' diff rent allot- 
the purpose in any part of Australia. We: . pents 
know that any law passed by this Parlia- Sonne Meee probably - Be, 


ment will override the legislation of the 
ee ~ of the men, at the expiration of the pay- 
State Parliaments. I believe that-in the ing period, would disappear. 


Parliament an Act which would give to jatter a great deal,. hecauae: they sepia aaa 
the Kederal Government the power to Te 14: take the laud: with them ; He after wa 
sume any land in Australia for this pur-  ,1), they would only be paid bor: labou : 
pose would find favour. _ done, and pata! their term of pares is 

Senator . 


growls about it. 


Senator EARLE.—Senator Barnes: is, 
of course, talking “ rot,” and what he has . 
said is not relevant to the question. 
I do not'admit that there have been 
many failures in Tasmania. On some re- 
sumed properties which did not come under 
the compulsory sections of the Act, men 
are, I tatiana doing very well; but, Repatriation. Depaeens | S 
generally speaking, the areas have been re- _. Senator Lone.—Why are you | 
sumed by the State Governments under the Minister up in the clouds now 
their land resumptions Acts, and, conse-~ pounding this schemet = aS 
quently, are unsuited for the use of re- Senator EARLE.—There is noth 
turned soldiers. In Tasmania we sug- academic or imaginary about this’ schem 83 
gested a kind of co-operative schemesby at ‘all. It may be applied. in ae Sta 
which the Government would arrange where suitable land is available. — Surel 
for the preparation of holdings prior to ~ the honorable senator realizes that t to 
their occupation, and I think this pro-— the work of clearing land econ 
posal is well worthy of consideration by and scientifically it is necessar : 
the Minister. In the case of Crown. vide up-to-date machinery, - 
lands, particularly areas suitable for ot be made available to the i 
orcharding, the men who desired to take settler, and which would probab 
up the land would be engaged at stan- _ the cost of clearmg by quite 40 per | 
dard wages in clearing, preparing the Another question which ‘seemed 
ground, and planting the trees. If pbepiex some honorable senators, no 
swenty, thirty, or fifty returned soldiers Senator Pratten, was the positi 
ad made up their minds to go epee aad prentices — had eatliptod mt 


ceipt of ree standard wage, and, in s 
eases, _ they would be cay clea iz 
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: phe ‘ It- is ¢ ae 
o yprentices — ‘enter, say, 
os workshops: at the same time, aud one, 
after serving twelve months’ apprentice- 
Sabie enlists to go to the war, e the 
_ other remains behind to complete his ¢erm 
pprenticeship, thus entitling him to 
eitcne wage of 10s. a day, that the 
Ve: man. who has enlisted should, upon “his 
return, be placed in exactly the same 


in a workshop, and completed his appren- 
- ticeship term. In one case that came 
under my notice—and I have no doubt 
that there are many others—we put this 


/ Tasmanian Railway Department, the 
4 Commissioner, at the instance of the Go- 
_vernment, ‘re- engaged a returned appren- 
*S Fae, at journeyman’s wages, and while he 

3 completing his term of indenture. 
This course is absolutely just, and though 

¥ it itm may cost: the Government a little more, 
; = ok it is their contribution to the 
Expenditure 


he petition scheme. We shall have 
find whatever amount of money may 
oh tomeeth and those who have not 
otherwise contributed must fad a fair 
‘proportion fet ey aA , 
Pgccton Gururie.—If that. pram 
“were adopted generally, it might mean 
onsiderable expenditure, because I know 
; aa men who left positions carrying a 
sa a Ay of £400 a year to enlist a8 privates. 


our try r cannot compensate fully those 
men who have gone to the war, but the 


ernment. will be an evidence of our grati- 
‘2 - ide to those men who have fought for us. 
would be an insult to offer them a few 
é ag Pe ounds, or a few shillings per day as com- 
pen sation for what they have done for this 
country; but it is absolutely impractic- 
or, i to finance any scheme which would 
- prevent any man from losing financially 
r his action in enlisting. I know such a 

posal was expounded by a Mr. McLeod, 
South Africa. He declared that every 
an si n0uld be conscripted for the war, 


r to the war. That may be aright 
mec, bag it is impracticable, — + ae 
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position financially as if he had remained — 


scheme into practical operation in the™ 


i HiGenator -EARLE.—I repeat that this 


, ae igad scheme launched by the Go- 
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Senator px Larem—We have to pay 


‘the cost of the war, anyhow, so it should 


not make such a great difference after all. 


Senator EARLE.—A scheme hke that — 
would be impracticable, because plenty 
of men who have enlisted were in receipt 
of large incomes in private life, many of 
them getting from £1,000 to £5,000 a 
year, so if they were to be reimbursed — 
their financial sacrifices, it would not Lng te 
possible to bear the burden of war rupee as : 
diture. 


I am pleased with the example set. ee 
Senator McDougall in the dourse of this — 
debate, and I feel sure that every assist- 
ance will be afforded to the Government 
in giving effect to the scheme, The only = 
note of criticism so far struck came from 
Senator Pratten, who seemed to think 
that the Government should have come 
down with some forecast as to what the — 
expenditure is likely to be. I am sure, — 
however, that on further reflection, Sena- 
tor Pratten will realize how: absurd such — 
a suggestion is.’ The honorable senator, — 
by way of interjection, declared that the 
Democracies of the world would not tole- 
rate thig war much longer, What does — 
he mean? The Democracies of the world 
are not responsible for the continuance of - 
this war. The autocracy of Germany is 
to blame for it. ; 

Senator SENIOR. —And from the begin- 2 
ning, e 

Senator EARLE.—Yes. If we could 
only get to the heart of Germany, and 
ask the, people of that country how long 
they are going to tolerate this ‘world-wide 
butchery, then we might expect an _ 
answer. So long as the people of Ger- 
many are in the clutches of the auto- Be 
eracy and the military class, who are now 
clamouring for world power, so leng will — 
the str ugele continue. It is humanly 
impossible to forecast the amount that will. 
be required for this scheme... We know 
that large numbers of men will be coming 
back, and that we must be prepared to , 
receive them, and that, whatever the cost, — 
it must be borne by the people of Aus 
tralia, so that, no matter how great the _ 
numbers to be dealt with, our returned — 
warriors shall have the very best that 
Australia can give. The Government shall 
never receive a hostile vote from>me ia_ 
consequence of their over-sympathetic Pe 
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- ministration of the Repatriation Depart- 


ment; and, in saying that, I feel that IT 
am expressing the feelings of the great 


4398 | Defence ee: 


majority of honorable senators. We 
realize that it is impossible for the Minis- 
ter to accurately indicate what the ex- 
penses will be, or to fully foresee the diffi- 
culties with which he will be confronted, 
or to exactly estimate the failures which 
are bound to be made. 

Realizing these things, we will willingly 
forgive the Minister if, in his desire to 
sympathetically administer the Depart- 
ment, he may do something which in its 
practical administration may prove a mis- 
take. On the other hand, if red-tape is 
introduced, with all its rigidity, so that 
injustice is done to deserving men, the 
strongest condemnation will be meted out. 

Senator pe Larcizr.—It was the party 
to which you belonged that introduced 
militarism into Australia. 

Senator EARLE.—I do not under- 
stand what the honorable senator is 
driving at. I am a compulsory militarist, 
so far as the defence of our country is con- 
cerned; but rigid discipline is a different 
thing when it comes to the administration 
of a Department such as this. 

Debate (on motion De Senator O’ Krere) 
adjourned. 


DEFENCE BILL. 
In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 2nd May, vide page 4826) : 
Clauses 2 and 3 agreed to. 
Clause 4— 


Section 39 of the principal Act is repealed, 
and the following section inserted in its 
stead :— 

a aa Subject to ‘this section, 2 
soldier shall be entitled to be discharged— 

(@) if voluntarily enlisted—upon the. 
expiration of his period of en- 
listment ; 

(b) if serving "under Part IV. of this 

Act—when the time of war has 
ceased to exist; and 

(c) if serving under Part XII. of this 
Act—upon the expiration of the 
period during which he is by 
this Act required to serve. 

‘* (2).A soldier who would, under para- 
graph (a) or (c) of sub- section (1) of this 
section, be entitled to be discharged, shall 
not be entitled to be discharged— 

(a) in time of war, or 

(b) so long as a proclamation issued 
under sub-section (8) of section 
31 of this Act remains in force. 

‘* (3) When a soldier becomes entitled 
to be discharged he shall be discharged” 
BS all convenient speed, but until dis- 

arged he shall remain a member of the 
Defence Force.’ 

Section proposed to be repealed— 


‘Any person who has enlisted as a member 


of the Defence Force shall be entitled to be . 


[SENATE.] 


with the war, and that it was necessary { 


discharged beannen at the pian vf bp Ke om 


ma 

period of service for which he enga unless ANS 
such expiration occurs in time of war, in which Ne 
case he shall not be entitled to his ‘discharge s 
until the war has ceased to emist. 5 .¥ 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) we 
[12.50].—This and the succeeding clause 
are really the keys to the Bill. vee es 
was no opportunity for a second- reading — vip: 
debate yesterday, owing to some misun- 
derstanding. I trust, therefore, thea? u 
honorable senators may be given, in the 
circumstances, a little more latitude in 
discussing the main principles of the ie 
measure than otherwise would be sought. — 
{ point out the very grave nature of the — 
Bill. I shall prefer to describe it as one fe 
for breaking faith with the soldiers. The f 
very crux of it is dishonouring an obli- 
gation under which our men went abroad. 

Senator Earte.—Do you want them all 
discharged in London as soon as peace is 
declared ? By 


Senator PRATTEN.—It is quite ~ 
clear to me that this Bill is going to 
continue militarism throughout Aus-- — 
tralia for. some indefinite period 
after the war, that is, 1f it passes : 
ds it. is printed. Our soldiers enlisted — 
for the period of the war and four months 
afterwards. That was the contract— ~ 
which still stands. I do not dispute that 
the circumstances which have arisen could 
not have been foreseen; but, unless the 
contract is to be a mere scrap of paper, __ 
we must very carefully consider this Bill, 
It provides that, instead of a soldier 3 ~ 
being able to get his discharge when he AG | 
returns to Australia, the military autho- 2 a 
rities, or the Minister for Defence, or the 
Governor-General—who all amount to the 
same thing—can by proclamation keep thes e - 
troops in khaki for an indefinite time ra 
after their return. The question of want-_ 
ing them or not depends entirely on , — 
what the authorities say, and that Wilk Sa 
probably rest upon the opinions expressed _ ae 
by the General Staff. The Minister, in | ae 
explaining the measure, remarked that 
circumstances had changed in coniiexion es 

‘ 
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to pass this Bill, because the highest — 
authorities held that it might be a year, 
if not two, before all our mén could be 
returned. That is a fair statement. It 
is admitted that it will take a consider-— ie 
able time to repatriate the whole of our ¥ 
soldiers—not forgetting that their trans-— oo 
port home will synchronize with the retul 

of the troops of all the eS Dominions. 


‘ 
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“Non Painben oF this) ac liainertt would like 


to see our soldiers disbanded in England. 
We would prefer some arrangement 
__ whereby they could be kept in their re- 
spective units until their return to Aus- 
tralia.“ But if we, through any Act such 
as this, give power to the military 
authorities to keep our troops in khaki an 
hour longer than they desire after their 


return, and after peace has been declared, 
there is bound to be trouble. 


Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [12.56].—I suggest to the Minister 
for Defence that he report progress so 
as to give honorable senators the neces- 
sary opportunity to look closely into this 
important measure. 

Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [12.57].—I have 
no objection at all. JI desired only to 
have it shown that it was the wish of the 
Committee rather than the will of the 
Government to delay the passage of i 


" ek 


_ Progress reported. 
Senate adjourned at 1 p.m. 
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Wouse of Representatives. | 


oe Friday, 3 May, 1918. 


Mr. Spraxer (Hon. W. Elbot Johnston) 
took the chair at 11 a.m., and read 


, prayets. 


BAGS AND WOOLPACKS, 
Mr. 
Honorary Minister (Mr. Greene) seen the 
long and remarkable statement published 
in to-day’s Age, in which Major Purcell, 
‘the Assistant Director of Remounts, says 
in effect that the Government by pur- 
chasing woolpacks and cornsacks through 


the merchants instead of from the fac- 


tories, has increased their cost to the pro- 
ducers of Australia by something like 
50 per cent. more than is paid in the 


the last three seasons been purchased at 
mills the Commonwealth would have 


- ee from £1,000,000 to £2,000,000 ? 


_ The matter is so important that the Min- 
ister may not be, able to reply imme- 
_ diately, and I ask him to go into the 


¢ subject and make-a complete statement 
| — the House meets next Wednesday. 
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RICHARD FOSTER.—Has the. 


Papuan Oil-fields. 


\ 

Mr. GREENE.—My colleague, Sena- 
tor Russell, has charge of this matter. I 
have not seen the statement referred to, 
but from what the honorable member has 
said, Major Purcell seems to be labouring 
under a misapprehension. Until this 
season the Commonwealth Government 
had not bought any bags, these having 
been supplied to producers through the 
ordinary trade channels, the Government 
merely making necessary arrangements 
for freight and distribution. This year 
the Government has bought bags, not 
from the merchants, but direct from the 
mills through the Jute Controller of the 
Indian Government. I shall make a com- 
plete statement of the facts on Wednes- 


-day, when TI hope to have all the de- 


tails at my command, but I should like 
to say now that our operations have saved 
the producers of Australia a very large 
sum. 

Mr. RODGERS.—Will the Honorary 
Minister include in his statement an ex- 
planation of the manner in which the 
bags are distributed? | 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes. 


Mr. GREGORY.—I direct the Min- 
ister’s attention to the great scarcity of 


bran bags and woolpacks, particularly in 


Western Australia, because of the failure 
of the last steamer to take over a suffi- 
cient supply. When the honorable 
gentleman makes his statement next 
Wednesday, will he let the House know 
the intentions of the Government in re- 
gard to the distribution of bran bags 
and woolpacks, so that our primary in- 
dustries may not be in any difficulty in 
regard to the supply of these articles? 

Mr. GREENE.—1 shall deal with that 
matter in my statement, but it has al- 
ready received the attention of the Go- 
vernment, steps having been taken to 
meet the urgent requirements of Western 
Australia. ies 


PAPUAN OIL-FIELDS. 


Mr. RILEY .—According to the press, 
the gentleman in charge of the boring 
operations on the Papuan oil-fields is now 
in Melbourne. I should like to know from 
the Minister whether a good flow of oil 
has been struck? 

Mr. GLYNN.—I cannot say that a 
good flow of oil has been struck, though a 
number of experiments are being con- 
ducted. There is a new field about eigh- 
teen miles from the present one, towards 
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within that State, 


: | ae 
D which oaestions have been aie, 
~ though I cannot say that a flow has been 
obtained there yet. 
_ dications are favorable, and justified — 
boring, and we are now putting down a 
new bore—No. 8—though operations are 
suspended pending the adjustment of 
machinery; new machinery known as the 
standard machinery is now on* the site. 


Oil is being obtained from every bore 


that has been put down, though not in 
payable quantities, In the No. 7 bore, 
which is now down 1,800 feet, oil was 
obtained at. the 197 feet level, but it had 
to be shut off to enable the boring to be- 
continued. There has been delay in con-— 
nexion with the No. 8 bore. All I can 
say in regard to the operations generally 
is that the conditions are favorable, but 
that there is great risk attendant pen 
oil-boring experiments. 


PRICE OF BUTTER. a6 

Mr. TUDOR.—I wish to know from 
the Honorary Minister the reason for the 
increase in the price of butter. Will he 
tell the House whether the production 
and exportation of butter during the past 
six or eight months has not been higher 
than it was during the same period of 
1916-17, when butter was sellimg at a 

cheaper rate? Is it necessary to import 
into Victoria 3,000 boxes weekly, and 
has that not caused the price of butter 
to increase over the whole field of pro- 
duction, although the quantity I have 
named is only a fourth of the weekly con- 
- sumption of the State? 

Mr. GREENE.—I cannot, from 
memory, give the exact figures of pro- 
duction and exportation. We have been 
shipping to Great Britain as much butter 
as she wished for, for which she provided 
space. It has always been the case that 
importations of butter into a State to ‘fill 
its requirements have caused a rise in 
price over the whole field of production 

and that will oe 
happen. _ 

Mr. Tupor.—Must the quantity I heya. 

~ mentioned be imported every week? =. 


Mr. GREENE.—It is impossible for. 
me to say. 
Mr. Tvupor.—You can estimate to a 


ton what is needed each week. 
Mr. GREENE.—Yes, but the honot- 
able member was long enough i in the Cus- 
‘toms Department to know that it is im- 
_ possible to estimate the quantity of butter 
that will be eee in the State. each 


The geological in-— 


_ playing in this war, and that. 


fantry battalions, rout 
_ transferring into the Flying Corps _ W. 


lived and his initiative, +t) 


Sete meal * pate: 
“now, and consequently the in 
will be greater. I cannot say ¥ 
will be 3,000 or ay 000 boxes. = | 


ge 


_ TUDOR.—Is the akon “ 
ee for Trade and Customs. (Mr. ~ 
Greene) aware that in March of last year 
there was exported from — Australi L 
10,000,000 Ibs. of, butter, while - in Me 

this year over 17,600,000 Ibs. has’ 
ported, showing an increase in the exp 
tion of over 7 000,000 lbs. Last ye bat | 
price of tier was kept down je As. 4A 
per lb., wholesale—— WS 

Mr. "SPEAKER. —I am fed 
intervene. It is quite clear the honorab! 
member is endeavouring to give inforr ma 
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asking a question. That is quite agai 
the rules and practice of the Ae 

Mr. TUDOR.—I apologize. — 
intention of doing so. J] 
if he is aware of the facts as T hay 
them? - = 

Mr. GREEN E.—I explained this a 


AUSTRALIANS IN FLYING COR 


_Mr. McGRATH. —Will the Hon 
alae for Defaned that representa 
should be made to General Birdwood 
to the need for allowing men in the s 
tralian infantry to transfer in Eng 
to the Royal Flying Corps? Thous: 
of our men wish to do this, and 
British authorities consider that 
lians are the best men to take ch 
flying machines. We all know 
portant part that flying machines < 
ey 1 
play a much more important part in 
future. The authorities are havi 


Royal Flying Corps, although Au 
could supply thousands of skill 
chanics, men of the very class. 
most needed. al 
and‘ are. d 


in London I saw hundreds of le 
lads who wished’ to oe ae t 


ore ena as the 


the Praae Core the erik would not 
“at ay over our lines as he does now, -with- 
out fear of attack. ‘The British authori- 
ties have any “number of flying machines, 
ae pee en necessary to take charge of 
a: cee: lacking. “General Birdwood 

as allowed a few transfers, but will not 

msent to the transference of the large 
pl of men that are needed, skilled 
echanics, and other men having the 

ecessary qualifications for the work of 
- Piloting and observing. 
. Mr. WISE.—1 shall bring the honor- 
uble member’s remarks under the notice 
i the Minister for Defence. 
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*e 
| _ ‘TASMANIAN SHIPPING SERVICE. 
Mr. -LAIRD SMITH.—I ask the 
Honorary Minister who is controlling 
shipping if he will do his utmost to main- 
1 the existing shipping service between 
1e mainland and Tasmania? — 
‘Mr. POYNTON.—I shall fo all that 
is _ possible to leave things as they are. 
We are trying to make the dislocation of 
the > ordinary shipping arrangements as 
_ little inconvenient as possible, but I can- 
ot promise that under no circumstances 
ill existing arrangements not be inter- 
red with. I recognise the isolation of 
2 Tasmania, and ery I shall do all 
- that I can to prevent inconvenience. to 
the people of that State, but I cannot 
1 wake. | prntiives pete: ae: future action. 
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3 ‘SOLDIERS’ DEPEN DAN TS. 

Br. MALONEY .—In view of- the 
wW videly- spread feeling that soldiers’ de- 
pe pendants do not receive a fair allowance 
from the Government, this view injuring 


st as large an amount is given for the 
Br of the child of an Australian 
solc oe is given for the support of a 
| of a New Zealand soldier? I 
s is attention to the statement in to- 
d ay’s sty waa regarding the allowance to 
aw ie and other dependants. 

ie 2 Mr. WATT.—I have not seen the para- 
ere iph, but I will take the matter into 
co ms ideration as early as possible. 


“HOME SERVICE OFFICERS, 

By: ‘Mr. GREGORY. —In view of the com- 
plair s of the Returned Officers’ Associa- 
Tio on with respect to eligible officers being 


ruitingy will the Treasurer see that at 


ned here on home service, we ie 


nade AS to's SRM Xa ad 


Minin representing the Minister for De- 
fence endeaveur to see that those eligibles — 
are compelled to go to the Front, or get 
out? | 
Mr. “WISE. ~-—J will bring the oniikahite 

member’s question under the notice of the 

Minister for Defence. 


PRICE OF TOBACCO. 

Mr. WEST.—TI have received informa- 
tion from Sydney that packets of tobacco, 
containing 1} oz., which were previously 
sold at 1s. per packet, are still being sold. 
at the same price, but that the quantity of — 
tobacco in each packet has been reduced to | 
1} oz., though placards are still exhibited _ 
in retail shops notifying that packets con- 
taining 14 oz. are sold for 1s. per packet. 

I would like to know from the Minister — 
in charge of price fixing whether this is — 
not an evasion of the price-fixing regula- 
tions ¢ : 

Mr. GREEN E.—If the honorable mem- — 
ber will supply me with the ite that 
he has in regard to that matter, I shall 
have it inquired into, If what the honor- 
able member says is true, it is an evasion - 
of the regulations, and the necessary 
action will be taken to deal with it. 

Mr. CORSER.—Can the Minister say 
when the matter of fixing the price of 
tobaceo--will be finalized, beeause tobacco — 
companies are now refusing to supply the 
public. at the prices which were in exist- 
ence on Ist March last, and this is causing 
considerable inconvenience in many parts 
of the Commonwealth. ed: 

Mr. GREENE.—The utmost expedi- 
tion is being displayed in connexion with 
the inquiry. It will necesarily take some 
time, bat not a day will be lost in ations pe 
ing to finalize the matter. m 


MR. ANSTEY’S PASSPORT. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Can the Minister 
for Home and Territories say whether or 
not any conditions were attached to the | 
issuing of a passport to the honorable — 
member for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) ? 

Mr. GLYNN.—As a rule, I do not dis : 
close the grounds upon which passports 
are granted in particular cases, because ‘it — 
is scarcely desirable to tell people’ 3 private 
affairs to the public unless special cireum- — 
stances justify one in doing so. The hon- — 
orable member for Bourke made an ordi- 4 
nary application for a passport, LR ig! 
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the grounds upon which he desired to go 
to England. In such cases I exercise my 
discretion as to whether or not the appli- 
cant should be allowed to go. So far as 
I can recollect, the grounds stated in the 
application of the honorable member for 
Bourke were sufficient, although private 
ones, and I therefore granted it. 


BORING FOR OIL. 
Mr. LIVINGSTON.—Seeing that the 


Government are boring for oil in Papua, 
will they take into consideration the ad- 
visability of encouraging boring for the 
Same punpose in Australia? 


~ Mr. WATT.—The Minister fof Trade 
and Customs has been attending to this 
matter. It has already been brought to 
Cabinet, and has recently been referred 
for consideration to the new Board of 
Trade, from which we expect an early 
report. 


SMALL ARMS FACTORY. 

Mr. ‘TUDOR.—As there are nearly 
1,000 men out of work at the Small Arms 
“Factory at Lithgow, has the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Defence any 
reply to the question which I asked on 
Wednesday concerning the matter in dis- 
pute ? 


Mr. WISE.—I am sorry to say I have 
not yet received any reply, but I shall en- 
deavour to get one during the day. If it 
comes to hand I will furnish the honor- 
able member with the information on the 
adjournment. 


WHEAT PRICE GUARANTEE. 


Mr. RODGERS.—I would like to know 


when the Prime Minister expects to be in 
a position to make a statement in refer- 
ence to the extension of the guarantee re- 
garding the price of wheat, which runs 
out this year. ‘There are many contract 
growers, share farmers, and so forth, 
who haye no beneficial interest in the land 
which they are cultivating, since they can- 
not carry on any grazing upon it; and it 
would greatly increase the area put under 
fallow this year for sowing next year i 
an early announcement was made on the 
matter. Already many of these men are 
selling off their plants, and leaving, with 
their families, for the cities, so that it will 
be seen the matter is an urgent one. 


PEPREBENTA TIVES! Bruni Island Telly, | 


_ struck out two parts which were merely — 


Mr. WAT'T.—I have recently’ been pay- 
ing more attention to the pressing ques- 
tion of further advances on past Wheat — hae 
Pools, so that the matter to which the 
Ponbrabie member has referred tas not i 
been before the Government during the os 
last few weeks. However, we realize that 
winter fallowing is a considerable advaleut we 
tage to growing in the following season, ~ 
and I think that we shall be able to indi- — 
cate the attitude, of the Government in | 
ample time to give the required assurance  — 
to the honorable member and those for 
whom he speaks, more particularly as the = 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) will be in 
England at the time, and be better able to 
realize the likelihood of the market and — 
the position that the British authorities 
will take up. . eae 
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BRUNI ISLAND JETTY. ae 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH—I would like 
to ask the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
toms whether a jetty has been constructed Y 
at Bruni Island, Tasmania, and, if so, 
whether it -was carried out by his Dex Bs: 
partment, and at what cost? fs 
at 


Mr. JENSEN.—A jetty has,been re- — 


. built at Bruni Island at a cost of £588 3% " 


8s. 7d. By adopting a considerably 
cheaper design than was originally pro- 
posed, and by cutting all the piles on 
the site, and thus avoiding cost of — 
material ee the freight for delivery, thes os 
estimated cost has been reduced by over 
£400. The Lighthouse Engineer re-_ 
cently visited the jetty and reported that 
an excellent aed was being made. 


ee 
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HANSALRD REPRINTS, 


Mr. FINLAYSON. —In Ascord anes: 
with the decision of the Government that — 
“reprints of members’ speeches made in ~ 
the House must be submitted to the ae 
Censor, I submitted a speech which I. to 
made last week, and the Censor has ~ Mae 


extracts, one from the Glasgow Herald 
of a meeting held in Glasgow addressed ss 
by Sir Auckland Geddes, and the other on 
from the London Herald. None of my! ee 
comments upon these extracts were aor 
omitted, but the extracts themselves — ra pi # 
were exoluted: Will the Acting Prime — bes 8 
Minister say that that was a fair exer- i ee 
cise of the censorship, and that the ‘pub- Beas 
lication in Australia of matter already — sae 


‘ hp ae 
_ published in Great Britain is to be con- 
' sidered as prejudicial to recruiting or as 
__ being of value to the enemy? | 
Mr. WATT.—I am a great believer 
in the old Grecian proverb, ‘‘ Every 
a matter hath two handles.’’ I would not 
. like to express any opinion upon the 
i matter at this stage, but if the honorable 
member will put his question on the 
notice-paper I shall see that the Censor’s 
_ view is known before giving an answer, 


ra PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I desire 
to make a personal explanation. The 
_ other day the honorable member for Mel- 
-~ bourne (Dr. Maloney) said that I had 
been responsible for the non-appearance 
‘ _ of a newspaper which he called the Labour 
ry World. ; 7 
Dr. Matonty.—The honorable mem- 
ber was one of those who were responsible. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND.—I drafted 
the original scheme accepted by a ballot 
. of members of the Australian Workers’ 
— Union for a Labour daily newspaper in 
“Sydney. This scheme was departed from 
some years ago against my desire. I 
have not at any time had any, position 
on the directorate or any voice in the 
control of the company. If my advice 
had been followed, an evening paper 
would have been published long ago. 
Dr. Matonry.—I am very pleased to 
hear that statement; I was not aware of 
it. : 


. FELT FOR MACHINERY. 
_ Dr. MALONEY.—Will the Minister in 
___ charge of price fixing give some attention 
e to the high prices which are being charged 
_ for felt used in machinery ? 
Mr. GREENE.—TI shall be very pleased 
__ to inquire into the matter. 


SEPARATION ALLOWANCES. 
Mr. BRENNAN.—Where a wife is liv- 
1 ing separate from her husband at the time 
of his enlistment in the Australian 
-, Imperial Force, and is therefore 
not, in fact, dependent upon him, 


- she is not allowed a separation allow- 
ance. Would not the Minister represent- 

ing the Minister for Defence consider it 
fair to give the wife a separation allow- 
ance if the fact that she is living apart 
from the husband is not due to her fault? 
many such cases the husband is a de- 
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serter who has left his wife without means, 
and his separation allowance goes to some 
much less deserving person. 

Mr. WISE.—I will give consideration 
to the matter. 


QUOTATION IN SPEECH BY 
MR. J. H. CATTS. 


Mr. J. H. CATTS.—In reference to the 
statement made by Senator Pearce some 
little time ago that I had quoted from a 
pro-German publication, is the Minister 
representing the Minister for Defence yet 
in a position to give me the name and date 
of the publication referred to? 


Mr. WISE.—TI asked the Minister for 
Defence yesterday for an answer to the 


honorable member’s question, but I have 


not yet been supplied with the reply. I 
shall endeavour to get it by Wednesday 
next without fail. | 


OENSORSHIP OF MEMBERS’ 
SPEECHES. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Yesterday we had 
a most interesting debate in this House 
upon the matter of the deportation of 
Italian citizens, and the Acting Prime 
Minister favoured us with a very illu- 
minating address, but no report of the de- 
bate or of the honorable member’s address 
appeared in this morning’s newspapers. 
Is that because of a censorship imposed 
by the Government, or is the Censor act- 
ing under instructions from the Govern- 
ment in refusing the publication of such 


matter for the information of the people? 


Mr. WATT.—I -cannot answer the 
question, because I do not. know why the 
report did not appear. My vanity was 
very much injured when I saw that my 
speech was not reported in the news- 
papers. i 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—In view of the 
fact that, as head of the Government, the 
Acting Prime Minister is unable to advise 
as to under whose instructions the Censor 
is working, to which Minister may we ad- 
dress questions relating to the censorship 
in order to obtain a definite understand- 
ing as to whether the Government are © 
acting in the matter or not? 

Mr. WATT.—Duplicate questions, I 
understand, are against the Standing 
Orders. If the honorable member will 
give notice,I shall see that an answer is 
furnished to him. 


— 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION. . 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—I desire to sade a 
personal explanation in regard to a state- 
ment I made on the 12th April as to an 
officer at the Henderson Naval Base, who, 


although competent for other duties, is 


admittedly ineompetent for the position 
he now occupies. In bringing the matter 
under the notice of the House, I was acting 
upon evidence and observation in con- 
nexion with a visit of the Public Ac- 
counts Committee to the Henderson 
Naval Base. 
cess to documents, but heard evidence, 
and, what is of equal importance, an 
opportunity to observe the demeanour of 
the witnesses and the hesitancy of some 


when. particular questions were asked. Et 
that additional evi- 


appears, however, 
dence was given by Mr. Settle, the 
Director of Naval Works, on 8th April 
at a meeting of the Public Accounts 
Committee at which I was not. present, 
and of which I was unaware at the time 
I made my statement on the 12th. In 
making that statement I was also. in- 
fluenced to some extent by the observa- 
_ tions of the honorable member for Perth 


(My. Fowler), who went a httle further. 


than I did. That honorable member said 
that he had protested against the appoint- 
“ment of this officer when it was made 
some time ago, and that there was both 
political and personal influence behind. 
t find now that Mr. Settle, m his evi- 
dence on the 8th April, says :— 

I reported strongly against him, but, equi 
ably, poiuting out his defects; and indicating 
what the man was suitable for. That was to 
the Naval Board. The Minister (Mr. Jensen), in 
October, 1916, gave me authority to discharge 
him, but I told the officer in charge of works 
that if Henshaw had not the capabilities of a 
General Foreman of Works he was not to be so 
employed, yet, at. the same time, if he was a 
good carpenter, we would | be requiring hts ser- 
vices shortly. 

Later on Mr. Settle said, in answer to 
another question, that he had no power 
to discharge such an employee without 
the*consent of the Minister. 
iw the 18th April must be qualified by 
this later evidence, of which I was un- 
aware at that time. But the matter is 
still in a very unsatisfactory position, im 
so far as it is admitted that it had passed 
through all its stages to the Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Jensen) in. Octo- 
ber, 1916;'and we know that considerable 
time is taken up in arriving at that 
stage. We see that in October, 1916, the 


(REPRESENTATIVES, j Explanation. 
Minister for Trade ane Cuteaee ‘gave 
ployee, and yet now, eighteen 


qualified by the later evidence of Mr. 
Settle; and I hope that my explanation aS 
I then not only had ac-- 


My remarks - 


ee 
= 
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Me: 


authority for the discharge of _em- ie 
more afterwards, he is in the are 
tion that he was then. ~ 
Mr. Fowier.—And he was over Ht 
to hold his posttion from the maar o 
Mr. J. H. CATTS.—It is admitted. at. 
this employee has mot the necessary quali- 
fication. As I say, my remarks must be ee 


this morning will put the facts in a differ- 
ent setting, and eliminate any unfairness” 
which may have been occasioned Ly my. 
ignorance of that evidence. 2 


PARLIAMENTARY ‘DRAFTING. 
Use or Srmpiern LANGUAGE. 


Mr. FENTON. —Seeing that Acts of 
Parliament are being brought into opera- | ee me | 
tion at an exceptionally rapid rate, and 
that the community suffer very much in es 
their endeavours to interpret them, Has 
the Attorney-General’s Department ever 
considered the advisability of couching 
these Acts in language that the peers i 
can understand? If not, will the Depart- 
ment kindly undertake to consider si ae 
reform ? 

Mr. Warr.—tt has been tried pete! 

Mr. GROOM.—I do not think there 
is any country where Acts of Parliament — 
are drafted in more simple language ‘than. | si 
in the Commonwealth of Australia. ~~ 

Mr. Fow.er.—The late Mr. Kingston : 
was the man to draft Acts in. sue) a3 
language t f cs 

Mr. GROOM-—And~ the mticacnah 
he set has been followed ever since. 

Mr. Ketuy—The language is Benin 
worse every day. a 

Mr.. GROOM.—I remind hontai = 
members that sometimes attempts are 
made in this House to improve on the 
Parliamentary Draftsman’s work, and 
these may occasion some difficulty ita 
understanding the-sections. appreciate 
the desire of the honorable member f 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), and I ‘shall 
place his remarks before the Parliamen- 
taty Draftsman. I presume the honor- 
able member desires that in the drafting 
of Acts» short concise sections — instead of 
long sections shall be adopted. — Mi 

Mr. Fenroy.._Why should a mah cio 
be able to read and ‘understand an Act: 
Parliament as he reads and unde retanc 
his daily newspaper 3 


. GROOM.—If ‘ie ae mem- 
Pe ecalione all the differences of opinion 
ometimes held in regard to the meaning 
me eee a newspaper paragraph he will see how 
difficult it would be to use newspaper 
phraseology to make a parliamentary sec- 
os: tion. absolutely elear and simple to all. 
eS oy Mr. KELLY. —Is it because of the 
sie weful, concise— 
ws ss _ Mr. ‘Brennan —I rise’ to a point of 
order. I submit that the honorable 
_— member may not ask a question arising 
out of an answer to a previous question. 


) ©Mr. SPEAKER.—If honorable mem- 
bers will cease these interjections, [ may 
be able to hear the question. ‘s 


Mr. KELLY.—If I may ‘be permitted, 


% to ask if it 1s because of the concise word- 
ing of our Acts of Parliamentt—— 


_ Mr. SPEAKER .—I remind the honor- 
able member that he cannot ask a ques- 
% tion founded on an answer given by a 
_ Minister to a previous question. If that 
_ practice were allowed we should become 
ig involved in an irregular debate, which is 

paces our own anaes Orders and the 


ayes Seti trl inform me, sir, how you arrive 
at “the conclusion that my question arises 
Boe out of an answer to a previous question 
without hearing what my question is? 
| aay x he concluding portion of my i aaa 
ey 3 quite different. 

PRS: . SPEAKER.—It is for Ge Sivbker 
ae Re graa: those matters. The honor- 
“et "able member’s question had direct refer- 
gia ance _to the Minister’s reply, relating to 


fhe concise ewes of Acts of Parlia- 
me n feet . 
we ae 


ie 
i. 
> 


ORY DEPORTATION OF 
25 : _ITALIANS. 3 
“itt: BRENNAN.—In Sontiexion: with 
t mpi acts of violence which are 
g perpetrated in the homes of some of 
ir Allies, the Italians, for the purpose 
ing them, is the Assistant Min- 
ber for Defence aware that officers —— 


V tr. Warr.—I rise to a point of order. 


es Sie for Batman Sah ois me 
; +e ae bea ae 


ae ae KELLY —-l have not yet pace a. 
; 


as a layman, to intervene, I should like 


supported ? 


Five honorable members Keene risen in n 
_ their places, ; acts 


ba . _ SPEAKER. —I remind the honor- ) 
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that a question, couched in such terms is 


quite improper. . 


Mr. Warr.—Hear, hear! 
Mr. BRENNAN.—1 
to couch the question in more—— 
ae Keiiy.—Decent language. 
BRENNAN,—In more 
t Te uage. 
am Wise. —Would it not. be better 
to give notice of the question? I cannot 


satisfac- 


* 
~, 


‘4 


: 


shall endeavour | 


; 


answer a question of that kind without_ : 


notice. 


Mr. BRENNAN. —{ - shall 


gonaidier ; 


the matter for an hour, when I may be © 


able to put 
language. baer 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
EXAMINATIONS. 


Mr, BRENNAN.—When may I expect 


the question m_ better — 


some information about the important — 
matter of the alleged i improper practice in 
connexiom with the examination for the © 


Federal Public Service, 
asked a question without notice a week 
ago? 


about which I 


Mr. WISE.—TI shall endeavour to get 


the information by Wednesday next. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 


Price or Ragpits anv Rassirr Sxuvs, 


Mi’ SPEAR = hase pocairah nal 


intimation from the honorable member for 


Darling (Mr. Blakeley) that he desires to - 


move the adjournment of the House to 


discuss a definite matter of urgent public , 


importance, viz., ‘‘ The price-fixing of 
rabbits and rabbit skins,’’ 


Is ue motion. . 


Question proposed. He 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) ft. Ay, 
—I am extremely reluctant to take the 
step of moving the adjournment of the 
House, and I should not have done so had | 
I been able to obtain any redress, or even 
consideration, from the Minister who is 


F 


dealing with price fixing. I do not refer — 


to the- Assistant Minister (Mr. Greene) 
so much as to the Acting Prime Minister — 


. 
a= 
Pai 


(Mr. Watt) and the Assistant Minister — 
(Senator Russell). The sinister manipu- — 


lation of the rabbit and rabbit skin trade 
in AMEE aS has become a eres outside, — 


a 


v 
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and it concerns a good number of honor- 
able members of this House, especially 
‘ those who represent agricultural and pas- 
toral districts. This question has received 
considerable attention from me, and for 
the past eleven months I have been work- 
ing almost every day, at least every week, 
in trying to get a price fixed for rabbits 
and skins, and to place the rabbit 
trade on such a footing as would not only 
insure to the trapper a fair remuneration 
for his labour, but would also help those 
men on the land who, because of the high 
price of netting and other materials, are 
unable to clear their land of the pest. 
Those honorable members who know of 
the way in which land is depreciated by 
rabbits are well aware that if sufficient 
remuneration is paid to the trappers the 
rabbit pest will soon disappear. There 
are approximately 8,000 men working in 
_ this industry in Australia, and up to date 
they have not been able to get a satisfac- 
tory price for their rabbits and_ skins. 
Deputations, letters, telegrams, and con- 
ferences in relation to the matter have 
‘been many during the last eleven months. 
Some time ago I convened a conference to 
consider the matter. The Australian 
Workers Union, which I represented, 
brought together delegates from all parts 
of Australia at very great expense. ‘The 
conference practically arrived at an under- 
standing whereby the Price-fixing Com- 
missioner should fix the price for rabbits, 


but evidently some persons who are keenly. 


interested in preventing any such fixation 
of prices seized upon the happy idea of 
getting from the Solicitor-General a legal 
opinion that any action by the Commis- 
sloner to fix the prices of rabbits was 


ultra vires. IT immediately communicated 


with the Prime Minister, asking him if he 
would make such price-fixing legal. I re- 
ceived no reply. At about that time the 
eontrol of price-fixing was transferred to 
Senator Russell. Conferences again took 
place, and many letters were written, but 
without avail. We had a conference be- 
tween representatives of the Australian 
Workers Union, the Rabbit Combine, the 
Minister, and the price-fixing Commis- 
sioner. 


Mr. Jowrert.—Is there a Rabbit Com- 
bine ? 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—Yes, and it-is so 
strong that it is able to defy, not only the 


ry , x 


NTATIVES.] (Formal). 


which the authorities had agreed to fixa 


~.any share of the contract. | 


- Imperial Government. 


_ skinned by hand or hook, heads and feet 
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State Governments, but also the (or fpr dar 
wealth Government, as I shall show later. _ 
The Minister and the Commissioner had 
agreed upon certain prices, namely, 8d. 
at the depots, and 9d. at the works in 
summer, and 9d. and 10d. respectively ims 
winter. Those prices were fair, and — 
would have given a reasonable remunera- 
tion to the trapper whilst allowing the 
Rabbit Combine to make a profitable deal. 
The combine at that time was receiving 
19s. per crate, but, unfortunately, when 


eo 


negotiations .had reached: the stage at 


‘fair price, which would enable the squat- __ 
ters and farmers to obtain, without cost,a 
- sufficient supply of labour on their land to 
eradicate the rabbit pest, the contract with 
the British Government was cancelled. — 
Therefore, the Commonwealth Govern- 
‘ment had no power to fix prices for over- 
seas requirements, but they could have 
fixed the prices for local consumption. 
That they refused to do. Recently I 
learned that the Rabbit Combine, acting — 
in conjunction with the New South Wales 
Government, had arranged a contract with 
the Imperial Government. I may inform 
the House that only those people who are 
connected with the combine are allowed 


Eo 


Mr. Jowerr.—Does the Rabbit Com- ~ 
bine comprise rabbit _ exporters or 
freezers ? | ‘ s, 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—It comprises bot 
freezers and exporters. This is the con-— 
-tract which has been arranged between 
the New South Wales Government and the — 
exporters— Ce OF ae 
RABBIT PURCHASE ACCOUNT, IMPERIAL 


GOVERNMENT. Meg 
TrrovucH New Sourn Wares State Meat 
Boarb. a ee 

The Board of Control under the Meat Supply _ 
for Imperial Uses Act will act as agent for th 
Quantity and Allocation—Six hundred the 1 
sand cases skinned rabbits allocated betwe 
States as under :— ey 


Cases. } 
New South Wales .. 500,00020-" ram 
Victoria .. ie 4S DOR: one om 
South Australia BOO 1 5 ‘ 
Tasmania ie 


12 > 8,000 2° 
CONDITION OF CONTRACT. 
New South WALES Quota. a H 
Description and Packing.—All rabbits t 
graded and packed under Commerce Ac ot 


lations case to contain not less than than 6 
net, and not more than thirty-six rab 
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each case. All rabbits to be well chilled before 


fd 


7 


_ 
, 


- 


- 
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greding and packing, and stored in one of the 


following stores :— 


Fresh Food and Ice Company Limited. 
Municipal Cold Stores. 

Sydney I.S.R. and Cold Store. 
Metropolitan Ice Company Limited. 
Pastoral Finance Association. 
Sandown Freezing Works. 

Farmers and Dairymens. 

Eastern Suburbs Cold Store. 

D. Hyland and Sons Limited. 


ber? Blayney. 


Daroobalgie. 
Aberdeen. 


and any other store that may be approved by 
the Board. All rabbits to be equal to standard 
hitherto packed as Government grade, exclud- 
ing small grade. Cases to be of approved size 
and shape, bound with hoop iron or with wire 
if approved by Committee, and contents 
wrapped in double wrapping of grease-proof 
paper. 

Net weight to be clearly marked on case. 

Price.—17s. (Seventeen shillings) per case, 
f.o.b., including free storage for sixteen weeks 
from last day of week in which rabbits were 
packed.\ 

Packers to provide and pay for fire insur- 
ance until shipped. 

Payment.—Cash against bills of lading, in- 
voice grade and freezing certificates, certified 
to by State Supervising Officer. In the event 
of shipment not being made within sixteen 
weeks after end of week in which rabbits were 
packed, purchasers to make progress payment 
of 75 per cent. of contract price against store 

_warrants, and pay storage until shipped, at 
the rate of one penny (ld.) per crate per week 


_ after period of free storage expires. 


Inspection.—In addition to complying with 
regulations of Commerce Act the Board of 
Control, as agents for the Imperial Government, 
will appoint four (4) Inspectors to supervise 
the grading, packing, and freezing of all rabbits 
purchased under this contract—the cost of such 
inspection to be paid for by the packers pro- 
-portionately, and for this purpose a levy of 
twopence (2d.) per crate will be made, to be 
paid weekly. 

Packers will be held responsible for any loss 
through bone taint. 


_ Advisory Committee——The Board will ap- 
coat a Committee of four, including the State 
upervising Officer as chairman, to generally 


_ +‘&ct as between the packers and the Board of 


— Control. 


_. 


- Government. 


That is a very interesting document, in- 
asmuch as it provides for the absolute 
control of the contract by the Rabbit 
Combine, instead of by the Commonwealth 
To New South Wales, 


_ where the Rabbit Combine is strong, have 
been allocated 500,000 crates, the supply 


of which is confined to members of the 


- Combine exclusively.’ In this regard I 


i 


would suggest to the Minister that this 
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because it prevents any person who may 
be in the rabbit industry from participat- 
ing in the contract. That should not be 
so. Whilst New South Wales has been 
allocated 500,000 erates, Victoria is al- 
lowed only 83,000, South Australia 9,000, 
and Tasmania 8,000. The Rabbit Com- 
bine has succeeded in having a bigger pro- 
portion of the contract allotted to New 
South Wales than to other States through 
being shrewd enough to induce the New 
South Wales Government to usurp the 
tights and privileges of the Common- 
wealth, % 


The Meat Board entered into the con- 
tract on behalf of the New South Wales 
Government, but there is an Advisory 


“Committee to help the Board, and that 


Committee consists of Mr. McKinny, of 
the Country Freezing Works of New 
South Wales; Mr. Curtis, of Curtis and 
Curtis; and Mr. Patterson, of Patterson 
and Company Limited—all members of 
the Combine—and Mr. Butler, who is one 
of the inspectors of the New South Wales 
Government. Those men absolutely con- 
trol the whole contract. . The price paid 
is 17s. per crate of three dozen rabbits, 
beheaded and without the feet. The old 
price was 19s. per case of two dozen 
rabbits. Whilst the price under the new 
contract is nominally 2s. per crate less, 
it is really higher, inasmuch as there 
will be less expense on account of erates, 
and the skins are returned to the Com-. 
bine. The skins of three dozen rabbits 
are worth not less than 6s., which, added 
to the 17s. per crate, makes the price 
under this agreement 23s. per crate, as 
compared with 19s. previously. Whilst 
the cost of skinning the rabbits will be 
considerable, and will necessitate the em- 
ployment of a large number of men, the 
returns from,the sale of rabbit skins wrll 
more than pay for the cost of that labour. 
I come now to the question of the rabbit 
skins. As the result of action taken by 
the Australian Workers Union, the Go-/ 
vernment fixed the price of rabbit skins, 
and the system was fairly satisfactory 
save that the price so fixed was con- 
siderably below the rate ruling in the 
open market. The result was that the 
Government made a profit of £308,000, 
that amount representing the difference 
between the price they paid for the skins 
and the price at which they sold to the 


exporters. That money should, of course, _ 


“Many of us thought at the time that it — 
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go to the trappers who cupplied’: ‘eer 
skins, Later on, for some reason, the 
Government decided that the price of 
rabbit skins should no longer be fixed. 


would be possible to counteract the move- 
ment of-the rabbit combine to bring down 


the price, but freight difficulties arose 


almost immediately, and it was found 


very hard to obtain freights to carry our 


skins overseas. The Government having 
annulled the price-fixing regulation, the 


skins were thrown on the market, with 
the result that the bottom fell out of 5 a 
‘and a recovery has not yet been made. 
This is owing chiefly to the freight diffi- 


culty. It is very necessary, however, that 
the Commonwealth Government should 
immediately take control of the contract 
now in existence between the New South 
Wales and British Governments. Suffi- 
cient notice was given the Commonwealth 
Government to enable them to take action 
to prevent the signing of that contract. 
Nine days ago—before the contract was 


signed—I[ warned the Honorary Minister 


(Senator Russell) that the combine was 


meeting in conference in Sydney, and 


that certain action was to be taken. 


reply to-day is that he has made repre- 
_ Bentations 


His 


to the British Government 
that the contract should be given over to 
the Commonwealth, — | 


I am not at all satisfied that 
everything in regard to this particu- 
lar contract is clean.- I firmly be 


- lieve that dishonest methods have been 


used, and also that the Government have 


failed in their duty in permitting the 


rabbit combine to take control of the 
rabbit trade. The Commonwealth Go- 


vernment have allowed the rabbit com- 


bine, through the State Government of 
New South Wales, to usurp rights and 
privileges that essentially belong to the 
Commonwealth, .That is a very serious 
position. The rabbit combine, through 
the New South Wales Government, and 


the Meat Control Board, Sydney, are 
controlling the rabbit trade of the Com-_ 


monwealth. I am not prepared to say 
whether such an arrangement is legal or 


not, but I am quite ready to say that it 
The rabbit combine 


is most immoral. 
decides what grading and inspection shall 
take place in Victoria in respect of rabbits 
purchased under the contract, and it de- 
cides what South Australia’s conditions 
Bios be in regard to it. In a ane: ‘it 
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“monwealth matter, and the | Goverr 
should not allow this ‘usurpation. of 


Committee to investigate it, but ar 
the Government would not agree. — 
question involved is a very big one. 
affects not only over 8,000 men tie are 


“th rabbit pest, farmers and others will 


‘men tr aD PIEE to-day than there have | 


have referred. 


adjournment, and, as the rabbit 


‘in a position, at such short- ‘noti 


under which the contract has 


reat ict Poste 


— 
‘ io 
eons si 
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is sali over win: is essenti 


rights to continue. J ask the | 
Minister (Mr. Greene) to go. i 
into this matter. I asked for*a 


employed in the rabbit trapping industry, — as 

but the whole of the agricultural and ee i 
toral interests of Australia. Ifa sae 

price be fixed for rabbit skins and 3 
bits, a very large number of men wil 
attracted to the industry? and instead 
having to pay exorbitant prices for wire- 
netting and other material to keep dow? 


be able to get as much labour as the: 
want in return for the nee to tra 
rabbits on their gaye 

Mr, Poyn | 
rabbits have increased very ae ce 
the rabbit scheme came into operatio 

Mr. BLAKELEY.—The one fact : 
no bearing on the other. There are few Bi 


to reason that with fewer ‘trappers 1 j 
must be more rabbits. 
months ago rabbits at Stuart _ 
were as numerous. as any trapper 
desire, and one can well understand 
the good seasons we have enjoyed 
caused the rabbits to increase tre 
mendously. I have nothing further to 
say, but would commend the attentic : 
the Minister to the en to bide. 


Mr. GREENE (Richmond-—Flor 
Minister) [12.8] .—Immediately 
the House met this morning, the h« 
member for Darling (Mr. Blake’ 
formed me of his imtention to mo 


does not come within my control, I ar 


answer as fully as I should have 
the statements he has made. The h 
member has stressed the eire 


with the Meat Control Board in 
propose to review, very. briefly, 
taken by the Commonwealth Go 
particularly during the last few weel 
regard to the whole er ae 


Pad 45%. 
ee ee 


May, 1918.) — 


th a -) would ‘be ‘Rhable to Vgks the 

4 918 pack. Subsequently, they stated 
at they were prepared to purchase 2,000 
. EN ons of the 1918 pack, and asked that the 
aa mainder of the pack be not sold as a 
eS P whale to the Government of the United 
States of America. This the Common- 
Sri lettie raids believing that the Im- 
 perial authorities were unable to take the’ 

8 | pack, had been prepared to do. The 
British Government, however, in request- 

_ ing ‘that the balance be not sold as a whole 
to the United States Government, said 
_ there would be no objection to our making 
a sales to that Government, provided that 
~ the arrangements were such as would 
enable the Imperial authorities to resume 
- - buying at any time. A little later on, we 
not notified them that we were able to make 
ae extensive contracts in America 


: pest Mr. Tupor.—For the rabbits in the 
oe x skin or without the skin ?. 


a 


nas Mr. Buaxerey.—Without the ise 
>t a ane am. inelined to 


rie 
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‘ Mr. GREENE.—I 
= think that the contracts were to be for 
skinned rabbits. On the 8th April last, 
the Imperial authorities informed us that 
this offer was being brought ta the notice 
_ of the Government of the United States, 
| and that, in the meantime, it was under- 
ee tood ‘that the British Board of Trade was 
arranging for the purchase of 6,000 
~~ erates of hooked skinned rabbits from ‘this 
a year’s pack, and were communicating 
Be eect with the Meat Board, Sydney. So 
_ far as I am aware, that was the first inti- 
mation received by the Commonwealth 
Government that any proposals were be- 
s _ ing promulgated by the British Board of 
; pee to deal with the Meat Control 
+E aay Sydney. Immediately upon re- 


es 
+a 
ry 
ae 


bu spa ched a cablegram pointing out that 
the contract for the 1917 rabbit pack was 
> made > direct with the Commonwealth Go- 
ia -yernment, and that the offer of the 1918 
fe Ss ~ pack-had also been submitted through the 
. _ same channel to the British Government. 
‘a ‘6 went on to point out in our cablegram 
hat it was very desirable, in view of the 
rey ious arrangement and organization, 
1b the Commonwealth Governnient 
# deal with the matter, more 

Ot: lly as a contract with one State 
would — sectional in character, 
“ . 1 would + cause much  dissatisfac- 
0 nin he he other States. Those were the 

See ‘A 


of this communication, we de- 
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terms of our cablegram. We stated, fur- 
ther, that if such a contract had been corm- 
pleted, we desired to be supplied with full 
particulars as to price, and so forth. We 
also strongly urged that, if the purchase 
referred to had not been completed by the 
British Board of Trade, the matter should 
be held in abeyance until the receipt of 
further representations from us. 


Up to. 
the present, we have received no reply 


whatever to our message to the British — 


Government. | 
Mr. Funron—-When was that message 

sent ¢ 
Mr. GREENE.—Several days ago.” 


There has been ample time for a reply to 
have been received from the Imperial Go- 
vernment. I can only say, at the pre- 
sent time, that. the Government. feel that 
all such contracts as between the Imperial 
authorities and any authority in Aus- 


- tralia, should be made direct through us. 


We consider that this contraet should not 
have been made as it has been; and, so far 
as lies in our power, we sh4ll endeavour to 
rectify matters.. 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra)  {12.16}—1I 
listened with interest to the statement just 
made by the Honorary Minister (Mr. 
Greene). Such a contract as that en- 


tered into with the Meat Control Board e 


of Sydney should not be allowed. No 
combine should be permitted to ignore the 
Commonwealth Government, and to enter 
into contracts direct with the Imperial 
authorities. On my way to the House 
this morning, I met a resident of the South 
Gippsland District, who told me that, 
just beyond Leongatha, the best rabbits 
are bringing only 5d. per pair in the skin, 
whereas they are retailed in Melbourne at 
is. per pair, without the skins—and the 
skins to-day are worth at least 3d. each. 
The May skins are good winter skins, 
and should be worth. more than ‘the 
sum I have stated. I do not know 
whether the honorable member for 
Darling (Mr. Blakeley) mentioned 
this, but I believe that both the 
Australian Workers Union, some of 
whose members are engaged in the rabbit- 


trapping industry, and the hat manu-— 


facturers and employees, are desirous that 
the Commonwealth Government shall con- 
trol the industry. Last year the Govern- 
ment made a profit of £308,000 out of it; 

but I understand that skins that were 
bought here from the 


trappers at ‘ 


We ae ee ee rr ee 
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2s. 4d. — Ib. were sold in Great 
Britain for 12s. per lb., which was. 
equal to 2s. 5d. a skin. Of course, 
if that price had kept up, it would 
have been impossible to continue making 
ordinary felt hats from fur. I am opposed 
to the Minister on many matters, but I 
believe that he is on the right lines in 
this instance. The Government should 
contro] the export of rabbit skins, so that 
those who are trapping the rabbits may 
get a fair deal. 
likely to get a fair deal from the Govern- 
ment than from private individuals, who 
are not in business merely for the good of 
their health. I hope that negotiations 
with the British Government will be con- 
tinued so that this Government may ob- 
tain full control of the industry. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [12.20]. 
—I should like to know from the Min- 
ister whether the New South Wales Go- 
vernment is aiding and abetting the ar- 
rangements against which so much com- 
plaint is being made. 

Mr. Grerene.—1 am unable to say. 

Mr. FENTON.—Have there been com- 
munications between this Government: 
and the Government of New South Wales 
on the subject? It is most strange that, 
while the Commonwealth Government 
had sole charge of the business during the 
1917 season, the matter has been left 
with the New South Wales Government 
for the 1918 season. 

Mr. Grerny.—It is probable—though 
this is mere conjecture—that the 1917 ar- 
rangements were made through the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, and that 
some other body—perhaps the Board of 
Trade—has acted independently this year 
without acquainting the /Secretary of 
State for the Colonies of its action. J 
am sure that the British Government had 
no intention of ignoring the Common- 
wealth Government. 


Mr. Tupor.—I am sure that that is 
correct. 
Mr. FENTON.—What hand is the 


New South Wales Government playing in 
this matter ? 

Mr, Jowrrtr.—A lone hand. 

Mr. FENTON.—It generally plays a 
jone hand, and tries to humiliate the 
Commonwealth Government. It will be 
a good thing if our Government can make 
satisfactory arrangements with the Im- 
perial authorities, and I gather from 
what the Minister has said that when 
these understand what is being done, 


“ 
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These latter are more 


tion to the suggestion; but I cannot pr 


(Formal). eZ 


there will -be no difficulty ae 


the old arrangement and cancelli 
new contract. When I was olihalyee 

ciated with the rabbit export trade 
Victoria, the exportation of- a 
rabbit skins from! this State was as | 


ee ee a 


500, 000 out of a total of 600,000 crates | 
of rabbits are to go from New South. 
Wales and only 80,000 odd from Vic- 
toria, Rabbit flesh is becoming an-im-- 
portant article of food, meat being very 
short even in the United States. | 

Mr. Ropcers.—But the rabbit industry: 
is a pestiferous one, and should be swiped?) 
out. : 

Mr. FENTON.—Yet the abhi tra 
per helps the land-owner considerably. 
The various State Governments are the 
greatest offenders in regard to the rabbit 
pest, because it is on Crown land that the — 
rabbits breed freely, while private land- 
owners are being heavily fined for not 
keeping down rabbits on their land. The 
rabbit industry, however, should not be 
controlled by a monopoly. The name 
mentioned this morning include those of 
some of the cutest men in the rabbit 
trade, who, of course, would endeavour 
to make such arrangements as would be 
most likely to swell their. banking ac-_ 
counts. [I hope that the present con- 
tract may be wiped out, and that the 
Commonwealth Government ney is 
over the whole matter. 

Question resolved in the negative, 


PRICE OF MEAT. 


Mr. PALMER asked the Acting Prime 
Minister, wpon notice— eas 
Tf he will afford the House an Fears ie 
discussing the question of the price-fixing of 
meat after the presentation of the Commission’ 82, 
final report, and before a final decision is: 
arrived at? : 


Mr. WATT.—I shall give oneal 


mise, as it is impossible’ at this stage t 
indicate the aes of the sessional it- 
tings. . 


EXPORT OF WOOL. ae ne 
Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Hees) ask 
the Minister for Trade and oer wpe 
notice— 7 ven 


What was the quantity of greasy ate 
wool exported during the twelve mont] 
31st Desc 1917, to each me the 


_ Censorship. 


hae 
- eountries, 
United States of America, 
_ Japan? 

Mr. WATT.—For war reasons it is not 
considered advisable to publish this in- 


iz.:—(a) France, (b) Italy, . 
viz (a) tata ‘daate: (9 


Minister for Trade and Customs, and the 

honorable member will be supplied with 

the information which he desires, for his 
own private use. 


CENSORSHIP. 
Sprrcu py Mr. Waxrtace, M.H.R. 


Mr. WALLACE asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 

1. Whether it is a fact that the press censor 
in Sydney, has prevented certain Sydney news- 
S apers from printing a speech delivered in Par- 
' iament by Mr. Wallace, M.P., on the motion 

for printing the Ministerial Statement? 

2. If so, will he state the reasons for this 

action? 
38. Will he take steps to have the embargo 
‘removed? ~ 


Mr. WATT.—The answers to the hon- 
 orable member’s questions are as follow :— 


1. The Press Censor in Sydney did prevent 
publication in one newspaper of reports of that 


portion of the speech delivered in Parliament - 


by Mr. Wallace, M.P., referring to the intern- 

ment of Father Charles Jerger, but later the 

‘paper in question was granted permission to 

_ publish the same matter as appeared in the 
Melbourne and other papers on this subject. 

2. This action was taken for military. reasons, 

and is in accordance with standing censorship 

instructions. “ 
3. It is unlikely that the regulations will be 
altered at the present time. 


% WOLFRAM. 
Mr. FENTON (for Mr. Hiaes) asked 


the Acting Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


; 1. Is it correct that the price fixed for wol- 
_ fram, namely, 65 per cent. W.O. 3, is now 
_ 62s. 6d. per unit, free on rail, as against 50s. 
per unit at place of production paid by Messrs. 
__. Dalgety and Co. Ltd., as buyers for the Federal 
¢ Government last year? 
ee 2. Is it a fact that the price fixed in Canada 
and New Zealand for the same quality of wol- 
_ fram ore is £5 per unit? 
8. Is it a fact that the British Ministry of 
ss _ Munitions is paying for Australian W.O. 3 the 
_, Same price that it is paying for Canadian and 
New Zealand wolfram? 
_. 4, If so,will the Acting Prime Minister state 
__ who is reaping the benefit of the difference at 
__ which Australian wolfram is bought and the 
price paid by the British Government? 
Mr. WATT.—I have some information 
on the subject, but as I have not had an 
“opportunity to confer with the Attorney- 
ana aan) Sy 
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formation, but I shall confer with the - 
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General’s Department, I should like the 
question to be postponed until next week. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 
Insurance—Aaqae Limit. 


Mr. PIGOTT asked the Minister repre- 
senting the Minister for Defence, upon 
notice— 

1. Whether, for the purpose of encouraging 
recruiting, the Minister will take into con- 
sideration the advisability of at once introduc- 
ing a Commonwealth insurance scheme to cover 
the lives of men with dependants joining the 
Australian Imperial Force? 

2. Whether the Minister will raise the age 
limit of those desirous of joining the Australian 
Imperial Force to 55 years? 


Mr. WEBSTER (for Mr. Wist).— 
The answers to the honorable member’s 
questions are as follow:— 


1, The Commonwealth War Pensions Act re- 
presents the Government form of insurance of 
soldierg and their dependants. The Govern- 
ment has decided, as part of its recruiting 
scheme, as announced by the Prime Minister in 
Sydney recently, to invite voluntary organiza- 
tion of insurance schemes to supplement what 
is provided by the Pensions Act. : 

2. Some time ago the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment asked the War Office as to the advisability 
of raising the age of enlistment in the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force to 50 years; the reply 
was in the negative. In view of later develop- 
ments, the question is again being raised with 
the War Office. 


“PRICE OF SUGAR. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— : 


1. How is the difference between the price of 
refined sugar at £29 5s. per ton and the price of 
raw sugar at £21 per ton accounted for? 

2. What was the estimated surplus of sugar 
on hand at 30th March, 1918? 

3. Is the cost of sugar destroyed by the re- 
cent cyclone in North Queensland to be a charge 
on the Consolidated Revenue or the Sugar Fund? 

Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. The difference between the price of £21 
per ton paid for raw sugar 94 net titre and 
the price of £29 5s. per ton charged for 1A 
refined sugar, the following figures will show 
approximately the position. 1A sugar is sold 
in Sydney at £29 5s., and in Melbourne at 
£29 7s. 6d. per ton. There are also other 
varieties of sugar and golden syrup and 
treacle. ' : 
ye te b. 
The gross proceeds received for ’ 

the refined products of 1 ton of 


raw sugar melted averages .. 27 12. 1 
Less discounts on sales, which 4 
average 019 iPass 


1418” Mackay Relief Fund. 
Therefore the net amount pao: ; 


. eeived is not £29 5s. but .. 


The raw sugar is purchased at 
04 N.T., but averages 96.32 
os N.T., which, at £18 per ton — 


for 94 N.T., equals .. 18 § Lit. 
EA, rs 


Yo this must be added the ship- 

ping charges, freight on the 

raw sugar, harbor dues, ex- 

change, insurance, sacks, land- 

ing, “wharfage . 1 43. 10 
Refining charges C.8.R. Com- 


pany is ae Se “115 2 


7 


Selling charges C.S.R. Company 0 7 0 
: Payment for services of C.S.R. 


Company  .. ie Goes |: 2-9. 


£23. 441 


Difference between £26 12s. 2d. — fy) 
and £23 4s: lld.-.. Oyen VAR 


— Surplus per ton at 96.32 NT. ys ee 
‘which is equal to for 94. NT... 3 5 7 
Additional price for raw sugar | 


- this year, £21 per i Sidesk fe 
i nie | si eae Ret, 


owing an “apparent balanee of 5s. 7d. per 
ton te meet interest on cost of sugar (sur- 
plus), estimated at 80,000 tons; depreciation 
in strength of sugar in stock; war risk insur- 
-amce; insurance on raw | ‘Sugar in store; in- 
‘creased fr ‘eight on refined sugar; extra costs 
caused by strikes. It is estimated that more 
than 5s. 7d. per ton will be required to meet 
ye above” items. ghee 


2. About 80, 000 tons. 
, 8. On the Consolidated Revenue at present, 


ns ne ae FUND. : . — Last night the Minister for. 


Mr. MACKAY (for Mr. Bamrorp) 
asked the Acting Prime ey upon 
notice— — 


1, Has his attention been directed £0 a cable- 
gram which recently appeared in the local 
being a reprint from the London Times, to the 
effect that the Malay States had subscribed | 
£128,000 towards the Mackay ibesiaciness 
Relief Fund? : 


2. Can he give the House any inforinavinn as | 


to the truth. or otherwise of the statement re: 
ferred to above? w 


- Mr. WATT—The High Girneidagees 
was asked by cablegram to inquire and 
furnish particulars in respect of the re-_ 
port. <A further cablegram has been 
sent asking whether any information is 
yet available. No reply has av to the 
‘present pee received, 


1. Is it the potlcy of the Gove 
gard to Commonwealth steamers to 
vessels with Australian officers and m men 
Australian conditions, as in the case “0 
enemy steamers? 

2. Are those ships to be. ‘controlled 
London or in Australia, and are Av al: 
occupy leading staff appointments? = __ 

3. Is the policywof the Government in 1 
to spending money locally on. Commony 
property to be applied to those ships in resp 
of repairs, re- fitting, and Supplying. x 
stores? . ; 


Mr. POYNTON.—I have sat 
opportunity of looking into this qt 
but will do so, and give an answe 
week. Ol 


WAR-TIME POSTAGE STA uP 
Mr. MACKAY (for Mr. Bane 


asked the Treasurer, upon notice 


Whether, in view of the necessity. ¥ 
ing the revenue, consideration has been giv 
the increase likely to be created by imposin 
war-time postage stamp of 1d, in addition 
the ordinary .stamp? 


Mr, WATT.-The matter has ; 
eelvying my close attention recen: 


INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT B be 


in Committee (Consideratio E 
from 2nd meh vide page mite! 


Mr, CHARLTON ink. 


Territories, in the absence of 1 
surer, informed the Committee 
graph c of the proposed new 
of “Income” would not i 
taxation . on» ‘co-operative 


Press," BOCIetH It that. assurance is 


ous "thats the position oh J 
stated, 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava— 
Minister and ‘Treasur 
Iam advised that: 
does not increase the 
societies to which the 
has referred, but as mai 
are dealt, with. in this 
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Assessment Bill. ic 


<r ehalt ake quite sure of the matter be- 


ms ore the Bill disappears from this 
% _ Chamber. 
ae - Mr. MACKAY (Lilley) [12.87 ].—I 


would like to have an explanation in re- 
gard to paragraph b of the proposed 

new definition of income. I would like 

to know whether or not associations, such 
as the Caledonian Association, or St. 
~George’s Society, or such bodies as 
farmers’ unions, will be included among 
_ those institutions which will be called 
upon to pay taxation on the subscriptions 
and entrance fees of members? It seems 
to me to be most inadvisable to include 
such organizations. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—<Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) {[12.38|— 
I do not know that I can give a 
description which will be satisfactory to 

all honorable members of how far, this 

provision reaches. It. is primarily de- 

- signed to meet a case recently decided by 

the High Court, affecting the Bohemian 

Club. It was ruled in that case that 

the profits or surplus income of the club 

were taxable, but that members’ subscrip- 
tions should not be included for the pur- 

‘pose of ascertaining the profits or sur- 

lus income. The Taxation Department 
thi. with propriety, I consider, that if 

- the surplus income of a elub is\taxed the 

_- Income derived from members’ ‘subserip- 

tions should be included. Paragraph b 

‘will remedy the omission in the Act and 

give the Commissioner of Taxation power 

to include members’ subscriptions in as- 
sessing the profit or surplus income of a 
lub. I admit that it is arguable whether 
we should tax these institutions or not, 
but if they are to be taxed at all the tax 
should apply to the whole of their profits 
or surplus income. 

Mr. Roperrs.—A man’s subscription 
tho a club is the residue of his income 
~ after he pays his income tax. 

: Mr. WATT.—The honorable member’s 
interjection opens up a fallacy which is 
visible in one of the articles appearing in 

_ this morning’s press. It is assumed that, 

because a man devotes portion of his in? 

come towards the facilities which a club 

“affords, he is being taxed twice if the club 

- is also taxed; but that argument holds 
good in regard to every bit of income. If 
a manvearns £1,000 a year, and pays in- 
come tax on it, he pays out of his 
lt _ earnings to other ‘people sums for services 


: “ . 
ieee «% an * 


~ - 
» 


- 


rendered to him or for commodities pur- 
chased by him, and what he pays out 
to other people is made the subject 
of taxation upon these other people. That 
is the inevitable effect of taxation wher- 
ever it is applied. Honorable members 


may say that some clubs should be. 
taxed, and that others should not 
be. The paragraph in the proposed 


new definition includes them all broadly. 


I have had representations made to 
me from clubs claiming that they 
should be totally exempt. Surely 


honorable members will not say all the 
income of a_ beneficial but important 
organization, such as the Commercial 
Travellers’ Club, should be exempt. In 
the matter of bar takings that particular 
club undoubtedly competes with city 
businesses, which pay income tax on the 
sales of cigars and liquors. Why should 
not an institution which is called a club 
be subjected to the same kind of impost 
for revenue purposes when it is doing the 
same kind of business? Representations 
have been made to me that athletic as- 
sociations, embracing football, golf, 
swimming, cricket, and bowling clubs, 
and also educational institutions, should 
be exempt, particularly if it can be 
clearly shown that they do not distribute 
dividends or profits among their members. 
I frankly admit that in dealing with such 
institutions we are on the border line of 
the question of what clubs should or 
should not be taxed. 


Mr. Macxay.—Will the Commissioner 
have any discretion in the matter ? 


Mr. WATT.—I cannot pronounce de- 
finitely on that point. .I do not wish to 
give the Commissioner discretion except 
where it is absolutely necessary, and I say 
this without any disrespect to the Com- 
missioner or his staff, which is doing its 
work with admirable fairness and effect; 
but the taxpayer is better satisfied if he 
is sure of his law, and is sure that options 
or discretions which are doubtful are not 
to be found in the Act. It is our purpose 
to make the measure as definite as we 
can. In this matter we do not disturb 
the existing law with regard to clubs; 
we simply give to the Commissioner a 
power which he thought he had but which ~— 
the High Court said that he did not have, — 
that is, to include members’ subscriptions 
in assessing the surplus income of clubs. — 
Some honorable members have submitted 


camenmeaes 


— 
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that a club, not being pr omoted for profit 
but for a convenience of service, is a union 
of men who meet together with certain re- 
strictions and rules in certain premises, 
those members agreeing to make up any 
deficit which may be shown in providing 
the service. The subscription is supposed 


* to be paid in advance as the equivalent 


of a contribution to that anticipated de- 
ficit. I cannot accept that view. It is 
a very strange view. Men join clubs for 
something which they will get in the 
way of enjoyment, service, or convenience. 
The members agree to pay sums from 
£1 1s. to £12 12s. per annum, not to meet 
a deficit, but to finance the institution. 
Tf there is a profit on that basis of part- 
nership or contract, it ought to be taxable 
on the broad general principle, which I 
hope honorable members will admit, how- 
ever much they may desire now or later 
to argue for the exemption of certain 
clubs or associations. 


Mr. Jownrr.—Would it not be possible , 


to exempt subscriptions and entrance fees, 


- leaving taxable the profits on the sale of 


food, and so forth? | 

Mr. WATT.—At the present time, 
under the decision of the High Court, 
the law is that subscriptions are exempt. 
We were under the impression that the 
old law made it possible to assess the 
whole income of the club in order to de- 
termine profits; but the. protest of the 
Bohemian Club was upheld by the High 
Court, and the Commissioner is advised 
that he has no power, in assessing clubs, 
to include the subscriptions of members. 
It is those subscriptions that we now de- 
sire to include. 

Mr. FENTON (Martens [12.46]. 
—The Acting Prime Minister seems very 
emphatic in his reply, but I wonder whe- 
ther the Commissioner has any way of 
distinguishing between co-operative and 
other associations. The ramifications of 
co-operative companies are very similar 
to those of ordinary companies, so much 
do they enter into general business life. 


-In Victoria, there: are some companies 


under the Provident Societies Act, and a 
greater number under the general Com- 
panies Act; and I should like to know 
whether there is any difference in the de- 
finition. Will this clause apply to all 
classes of companies, such as_ those 
who distribute groceries and dairy pro- 
duce, and others which inelude “ co- 


(REPRESENTATIVES. Ascesoment Bill 


' 


ate eo eee ee 
— af 


operative ” 
title. 


panies, so that we find big private organi-+ 


zations working alongside such companies: — , 
as the Western District Co: -operative Cor $a 


pany. 


as aie a3 cal of hei 
These latter carry on business om — 
much the same fines as do other com- — 


Mr. Warr.—I am Fae by the Cont a 


missioner that it will make no difference: — 


in the mode of assessment, whether they 


are registered in one way or the other. 
Mr. 


co-operative companies ? 


Mr. Warr.—We are including them ay 


for certain purposes. 

Mr. KELLY (Wentworth) |12. 4stae 
I dare say that the Acting Prime Min- 
ister gave the Committee the same infor- 


FENTON.—Do you include all 


mation regarding the subscriptions and — 


entrance fees of clubs that he gave me in 
good faith, namely, that he proposes. only 
to tax the profits of those institutions. 
Mre 
amendment. 
Mr. 
the amendment. I] have inquired into 
this matter, and I find that the Depart- 
ment, 
seeks to declare as income what the Court. 


has declared to be not income but capital — 


subscription, and insists on regarding as 
capital accretions to all upkeep outlays 
against that income. In the case of a 
cricket club, the size of the pavilion neces- 


Warr.—That is the effect of the ~ 


by this little simple amendment,” — 


KELLY it ds not ibe efieee ofan 


sarily depends on the membership, and if 


the latter increases, so has the pavilion 
accommodation to be increased. By the 


proposed amendment, it is declared that 


every ounce of income received through 
the inereased membership is to be taxable 
income, and the club is not allowed to ~ 


deduct one penny of the money spent im — 


increasing the accommpdation. 
Mr. 
ther subscriptions shall be taxable. 
Mr. KELLY.—-It is the vital issue. — 


Warr.—The issue is not now whe- a 


Mr. Warr.—Not on the question before _ 


us, which depends on whether we are 


going to tax the surplus incotne or profits 3 
of a club, and not on whether or not sub- 


ser ‘iptions come in, 


REELY £16 36-55 ened to in- 


mide ‘these capital subventions as income, 


the club must be allowed to deduct all 


capital expenditure to provide new ac- — 
commodation, or to keep existing accom- 


The Com- | 


modation in running order, 
missioner cannot have it, both ways; an 


W 


Assessment Bill. 4415 


“it mmon fennel it must be one way or 
4 ~ the other. The Court has held that sub- 
_ seriptions are additions to capital, and 
| the judgment which I have read signi- 
fies that the same view is held in Eng- 
_ jand, and, apparently, everywhere else. I 
have been supplied with an illustration, 
+s and although 1 am not in a position to 
e _ give names, I have satisfied myself of the 
fact that one club made an actual loss 
: Yast year of £462, owing to the loss 

of members, mainly on service abroad. 
Aga rule such losses are met by a call on 
the members, and in the case L am citing, 
Im spite of this loss of £462, the club is 
— ealled upon to pay £67n income tax, be- 
_ cause the Department will not allow, as 
an off-set against the subscriptions, ‘the 
actual amount necessary to keep the club 
in going order. 


Mr. Warr.—I take leave to say that 
that is not a good presentation of the 
_ issue. 
Mr. Wssr. oe there nO alltghense for 
: expenditure in increasing the furniture? 

_ Mr. KELLY.—If the membership is 
- inereased the furniture and accommoda- 
tion must be increased, but the Commis- 
sioner will not allow any deduction on 
ae account. 

Mr. Warr.—Is not that an increase of 
“asst 

Mr. KELLY.—O¢ course it is; just as 
subscriptions are held-by the Court to be 
an inerease of capital. | 
Mr. Warr.—In priv ate business, if a 
man increases his rolting-stock. he is not 
a allowed to write that expenditure off as 
ee awe loss, but it is regarded as an addition 

to capital. Why not the same in the case 

a of clubs ? 
rh _ Mr. KELLY.—Exactly; and if a man 
_ to increase his rolling-stock raises fresh 
_ capital he is not charged additional in 
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es) ee. Warr. —It figures , as additional 
Geo dante,” 3° .> 
_> Mr. KELLY.—The Court has held that 
ie ~ anything i in the way of subscriptions is an 
_ addition to capital, and not to the income. 
Mr. Warr.—If this Bill becomes law 
_ the Court cannot hold that. 
_ Mr. KELLY.—The Court, which is not 
a "a partisan, takes the view I have indi- 
_~ cated; and I believe that if the Acting 
; ie Prime Minister were to ask his Jearned 
Bees eegee (Mr. caine the latter would 


4k a 


Mr. Giynn.—That is as the Act is 
understood. 

Mr. KELLY.—Unless the Bill declares 
to be income something which the Court 
holds to be capital, it will remaingcapital. 

Mr. Warr.—How can subscriptions be 
held to be additions to capital" you say 
that subscriptions are often to meet a 
deficit ? 

Mr. KELLY.—It is not subscriptions, 
but special calls that are made to meet a 
loss. 

Mr. Tvpor.—The tax will have to be 
paid on all. 

Mr. KELLY .—Quite so. If the desire 
is to tax a club really on its profits, a 
fictitious profit ought not to be created 
by an unfair manipulation of what is 
allowed as deductions. , 

Mr. Warr.—And let clubs pile up large 


_assets 4 


Mr. KELLY.— 8 long as clubs are in- 


creasing their accommodation to meet the 


membership, or so long as they are keep- 


ing in repair the accommodation fox 
which the' members provided by these 
yearly capital calls or subscriptions, the 
expenditure should be allowed as a deduc- 
tion against the subscriptions which the 
Bill seeks to declare to be’ income, and 
which the Court has declared to be not 
income, in fact. The illustration afforded 
by the ‘chicket club is unanswerable. The 
simplest way would be to observe the rul- 
ing of the Court, unless we differentiate 
between proprietary clubs and co-opera- 
tive clubs. 

Mr. Watr.—How would you deal in 
normal times with a flourishing racing 
club ? 

Mr. KELLY.—It would depend on 
whether the club was neeliahs dis. or non- 
proprietary. 

Mr. Warr.—I mean a genuine racing 
club. ; 
Mr. KELLY.—In any case, we are not 
in normal times; and this is a war tax. 
The Government cannot. do what they 
propose unless they allow the deductions 

I have suggested, 

Mr. Warr.—Not for permanent assets 
purchased—we cannot do that. + 
’ Mr. KELLY.—Then I shall be re- 
luctantly compelled to do everything I 
can to show -how grossly unfair is the 
action taken by the Government to re-— 
verse a just decision of the Court. We — 
know that when a taxing Department, 
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or a Bar Department, is beaten in the 
Courts it resents it; and while I have 


great respect for the gentleman at_ the 


head of the Taxation Department—in 
whose services the Commonwealth is very 
tucky—he, and those associated with him, 
are subjeet to the ordinary influences of 
human nature. It will be bad for the 
country if any Department, the moment 
it is beaten, may appeal to Parliament 
and secure a reversal of the decision of the 
Court. 

Mr. Warr.—lIt depends on the equities. 
There is no sanctity in law after it has 
been altered. . 

Mr. KELLY.—But you do not propose 
to make this alteration sacrosanct from 
the operation of the Bill is to 
date back prior to the time of the decision 


of the Court. 


Mr. Warr.—That is another matter. 

Mr. Tu A subsequent clause dis- 
tinctly makes the Bill retrospective. 

Mr. Watrt.—When we come to that 
clause we shall deal with the question of 
retrospection. 3 


“Mr, KELLY.—This reminds me of the 
“thimble and the pea.” 5 


Mr. Warr.—The law has now to be 
altered. If, on the equities, honorable 
members approve, well and good; and if 
not, well and good. 


Mr. KELUY.—tThe best course would 
be to allow the Minister to make these 
subscriptions income, and then, by amend- 
ment, endeavour to have the proper de- 
ductions made on that legalized income. 

Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 

Mr. KELLY.—As another illustration 
of the iniquity of the proposed amend- 
ment, I may mention a swimming club. 
Fifty or 100 men get together to form a 
swimming club, and they erect an en- 
closure to protect them from the sharks. 
In the course of time the piles rot, and 
must be replaced, or sheathed in copper. 
The Taxation Commissionerywill tax the 
club for every penny of subscriptions, 
but will not allow any deductions for the 
expenditure on account of repairs or re- 
placement. That is inequitable, and it © 
seems to me that the Bill will create a 
great deal of dissatisfaction for a very 
small return. In a cricket club every 
bat bought with the subscriptions is a 
club asset, but that expenditure cannot 


be deducted from the taxable income. I 
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suggest to the Treasurer that ‘this Sis, 
posal should be limited to proprietary oe 
clubs—clubs run: by individuals in co- 
operation with other persons for purposes _ a 
of profit. ay 
Mr. Consipine.—Would the honorable _ ; 
member include all clubs? =". 
Mr. KELLY.—I would soetde all's | 
proprietary clubs, but ordinary co-opera~ 
tive institutions ‘which are not run for ~ 
profit should be exempt. The alteration a 
I suggest would allow of the taxation of 
proprietary racing clubs, which are clubs © be 
only in name, and are in reality money- — : 
making institutions. Will the Treasurer — sth, 
accept an amendment to insert th® word 
‘proprietary ’’ before ‘“‘club’’??. If he — 
is not prepared to consider that point at 4 
this moment, I suggest the postponement 
of sub- _paragraph b of paragraph e in — 
order to allow of its further consideration. — 
Mr. WATT (Balaclava — Acting = 
Prime Minister and Treasurer). [2.18]. 
—I .am not unprepared to argue the 
point w hich the honorable member for a 
Wentworth has so lucidly. placed be- — 
fore the Committee, but if it will facili- — 
tate the consideration of other important 
issues, and lead to progress with the Bill, — 
I have not the slighest objection to post- = 
poning the whole of clause 2 and pro- — 
ceeding with the other.clauses in the Bill. 
Mr, Hxecror Lamonp.—Does the, bese FS 
surer propose to tax: subscriptions i« 
frieridly societies ? “= 
Mr. WATT.—No; they are specially i 
exempt under the principal Act. ae 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.19].—An hon = 
orable member mentioned yesterday the “ 
case of persons buying sheep off the shears, _ 
keeping them for ten months, and then = 
selling them with the lamb at foot. — Any 
profit made on such a transaction is — 
certainly income, but the Department re- 
gards the transaction as the sale of ear: 
and does not tax the profit. ane a, 
Mr. Ropcrrs.—There is the tax on ot 
ee but not on the capital. 
TUDOR.—I understand that thes 
wise procéeds of such a sale are regarded — “2 
by the Department as ees and on 
not taxed. 
Mr. WATT ‘(Balaclava — Achaea 
Prime Minister and Treasurer) aL? 22). <a 
—The honorable member for Hume — 
Falkiner) directed my ae e1 
tion yesterday to the point mentione: a 
the Leader of the Opposition. I candidly — 
confess that s! was pete ate to hear that Pe 


te eae 


" h he Pastariable practice of the Bepark: 
ment is as was stated by the honorable 
a me mber. It seems to me that the pro- 
7 ceeds of such sales are a legitimate sub- 
as ject for income taxation, and I will con- 
Oe _ fer with the Commissioner in regard to 
the matter before the Bill leaves this 
House. | st 

' Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [2.24].—I 
gould like to bring under the notice of 
the Treasurer the position of the Sydney 
Trades Hall. The building is owned by 
the trade unions subject to a mortgage 
2 of £24,000 to the Commonwealth Bank. 
< ty No profit i is made from it, and there is no 
— _ possibility of a profit being made for the 
next twenty-five years. The hall cannot 
be registered as a trade union, because 
_ there is no contribution. We are com- 
~ pelled to register it as a company, and 
we have had to pay taxation. — It is the 
eT only hall that is taxed. * 

Ei _ Mr. Warr.—Why have you had: to pay 
As “taxation if there is no profit? 

Mr. WEST.—Because owing to the 
fact of the hall being registered under 
the Companies Act the Commissioner has 
no power to exempt it from taxation. 
The Commissioner himself has no power 
aes to deal with this matter, which rests en- 
_ tirely with the Treasurer. I have no 


2. . objection to the Bill, because I know that 
ae 6 Ts necessary we should secure additional 
. _ revenue. I am content, therefore, to 
oe leave the matter in the hands of the Act- 
™ ing Prime Minister, who, I hope, “ly 


Be consider. my representations. 

Mr. Warr.—I will confer with. the 
a ~ Commissioner of Taxation upon the 
pas ‘matter. 

Mr. FALKINER (Hume) [2.26].—Be- 
fore the clause is postponed I wish to 
direct the attention of the Treasurer to 

the practice of the Department in regard 
= income derived from property, I think 
that any income from property that is 
spent upon rabbit destruction, which is a 
- national benefit, should be atowed as a 
deduction from the owner’s taxable in- 
at Te come. At the present moment, if a land- 
- gowner chooses to fool away, say, £400 a 
year upon the’ poison cart, he is allowed 
yet deduct that expenditure from his tax- 
: . able i income. But if, on the other hand, 
he decides to thoroughly eradicate the 
: pest in one year, either by ploughing in, 
ort 
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Or digging out, the warrens, the expendi- 
_ ture srhich “he thus incurs is not treated 

the same way. It is regarded as ex- 
: iture upon an improvement. As a 
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matter of fact, the eradication of the pest 
does not constitute an improvement, be- 
cause the land-owner, by so acting, is 
merely maintaining the income-produ 

capacity of his Jand. For this eat 
claim that any expenditure upon rabbit 
destruction should be allowed as a de- 
duction from a land-owner’s taxable in- 
come. The present practice of the De- 
partment is an absolutely vicious one. 


Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [2.29].—I 


should like to see co- operative societies: 
exempted from the provisions of this Bill. 
Upon the Barrier we have-a co-operative 
society which deals in various commodi- 
tits, and which was established primarily 
for the purpose of reducing the cost of 
living to the consumers there. In con- 
nexion with this matter I received a com- 
munication from the Barrier district of 
the Political Labour League some time 
ago—a copy of which was forwarded te 
the Prime Minister—in which that body 
demanded ‘‘that immediate action be 
taken by the Federal Government against 
the ever-increasing cost of commodities iz 
Broken Hill.’’ 

Mr. Wart.—Was it-a “ demand 2 OF. & 

‘“ request.’’ ? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—A demand. I may 
add that the principal cause of the in- 
dustrial unrest in’ Broken Hill is the 
enormous increase which has taken place 
there in the cost of living. Upon the 
occasion of my last. visit to that centre, I 
had a list drawn up for me by the mana- 
gers of one of the business concerns there, 
in which the prices that obtained for 
commodities in March, 1918, were con- 
trasted with the prices that ‘obtained: m 
May, 1916—two years after the out- 
break of war. That list comprises every 


Uy 


day articles which are used by the men 


and women on the Barrier. 

The TEMPORARY 
(Mr. Charlton).—The honorable member 
must connect his remarks with the motion 
for the postponement of this clause. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I wish to see co- 
operative societies exempted from the 
operation of this Bill. 

Mr. Ricnarp Fosrer.—Co-operative 
stores are competing stores. They com- 
pete with other businesses. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. —Nothing of the 
kind. The co-operative society at Broken 
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Hill was established for the purpose of re- 


ducing the cost of the necessaries of life. 
If this institution be taxed it will only 
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impose an additional hardship upon the 
people. 


* Mr. Farxrner.—Why cannot it reduce 
its prices so that, it does not make a 
profit ? ey ; 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Because the re- 
tailers in Broken Hill have to sell at the 
prices which are fixed by the wholesalers. 
The honorable member knows that as well 
as I do, and perhaps a good deal better. 
Co-operative societies are established pri- 
marily for the purpose of making the con- 
ditions of life easier for the people, and 
consequently they ought not to come 
under the provisions of this measure. 4 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster:—Why should 
they not? 

Mr. Jowert.—Because they have no 

- ~ real income. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I have said that 
the industrial unrest in Broken Hill is 
mainly due to the high cost of the neces- 
saries of life. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—Some of these 
societies charge more than do the busi- 
nesses which deal with them. The honor- 
able member knows that unionists are 
obliged to deal with them. _ 

Mr. GCONSIDINE.—tThere is no com- 
pulsion on any man_in Broken Hill to 
deal with a particular store. There has 
never been, except in strike time, when 
coupons have been distributed. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—There has been 

in ordinary times. 

Mr. Spence.—Do not co-operative 
Societies divide their profits amongst their 

. customers ? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Yes, when there 
are any profits to divide. My point is 
that under this clause'an added burden 
will be imposed upon the people of the 
Barrier. The prices which, with your 
F permission, sir, I propose quoting, go to 
show the necessity of exempting from the 
provisions of this measure all co-operative 
societies that materially reduce the cost 
: of living to the workers. 
1 The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Charlton)—The honorable mem- 
ber cannot do more at this stage than 
sive reasons why the clause should not be 
postponed, as proposed, by the Treasurer. 
Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) 
[2.36].—I do not wish to object to the 
postponement of the clause; but, as I may 
not be here when its consideration is re- 
sumed, I wish to make a few observations 
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in favour of the exemption of co-operative 
societies. A erat 3 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.— 
The honorable member cannot do so at 
this stage, as the question before the Chair 
is that the clause be postponed. — wey 
Clause postponed. aie 
Clauses 3 to 14 agreed to. 
Clause 15 (Special deduction). = = = 
Mr. Jowrrzr.—I desired to deal with 
clause 14, but the business is being pushed 
through so rapidly that one has no time _ 
to compare the clauses of this Bill with 
the sections of the principal Act which 
they are designed to.amend. | ‘ 
_ Mr. Warr.—I will consider the ques- ae 
tion of recommitting clause 14 later on. vs 
Mr, Farxrver.—Will that promise hold 
ood also in regard to clause 12. Ihave 
the greatest objection to mining companies 
which reduce their output as the price of 
their product increases, being dealt with 4 
as proposed in that clause. “Cae 
My. Warr.--If the honorable member 
will give ine later on a good reason for 
recomimitting clause 12, I shall consider it. 
Clause agreed to. | 
Clause 16 (Amendment of section 20). 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.42]—I know 
that the object of a Government at all 
times is to have its measures passed as 
quickly as possible, but our experience is_ 
that the hasty passing of legislation fre- 
quently necessitates an amendment of the 
law. The Treasurer gave us a full and 
elaborate exposition of the principles of 
this Bill when moving that it be read a 
second time, and his speech has since been 
made available to honorable members. 
But it is quite impossible, when clause 
after clause is hurriedly passed, to com- — 
‘pare the Bill with the principal Act, and 
so to gather the effect ‘of the proposed 
amendments. : 
Mr. Farxrner.—We hardly have time __ 
to breathe, let alone pick up anything. —_— 
Mr. TUDOR.—Our object is to tax 
those who are picking up income, and to 
tax them fairly. I understand that it is 
desired by honorable members that one 
or two clauses already dealt with shall be 
recommitted, and I believe the Treasurer — 
will have no objection to that. ee ; 
_ Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [2.44].—I wish 
to express my surprise that we have made 
such rapid progress with the Bill. When ~ 
we adjourned for lunch, we were at clause 
2, and now, within less than three-quarters 
> # 
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mit clause 14. 
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of an hour of the resumption of proceed- 


ing, we have reached clause 16. I had 
intended to call the attention of the Trea- 
‘surer to the provisions of clause 12, which 
are of very considerable importance to 
‘citizens of Western Australia. I under- 
stand that the Treasurer has offered to 
recommit that clause. 

Mr. Warr.—lI do not desire to give any 
general promise, but I have already un- 
dertaken to consider a request to recom- 
In reply to the honorable 
member for Hume (Mr. Falkiner) I said 
that if proper representations were made 


tome, I would also consider the recom- 


mittal of clause 12. 
Mr, FOWLER (Perth) [2.45]—I 
have much pleasure in suggesting to the 


Treasurer that clause 12 be also recom- 


mitted. I discussed a matter with him 
this morning before the Bill came under 
consideration—— 


The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. 


Charlton).—Clause 12 has already been 


passed. If the honorable member de- 
sires its recommittal it will be necessary 
for him to move in that direction when 
the Bill is reported to the House. 

Mr. Warr.—I will discuss the matter 


with the honorable member later. 


Clause agreed to. 
Clause 17 (Amendment of section 21 
of the principal Act). 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [2.47].—Section 


21 of the principal Act deals with the set- 
off of losses against profits generally 
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where a taxpayer carries on one or more 
businesses. 


Mr. FALKINER (Hume) [2.48].— 
May I suggest to the Treasurer that, in- 
stead of simply allowing a taxpayer to: 
deduct the loss he makes on one business 
from the profit he makes on another, it 
would be much fairer to have a continu- 
ous balance-sheet? The Income Tax 
Commissioner has our balance-sheets from 
one year to another, and if we make a 
loss one year we should be allowed to 
carry it forward and set it off against any 
profit in the subsequent year, as we do in 
our ordinary business. If a man makes 
a huge loss one year and a small profit 
the next year, it may place him in great 
difficulty to call on him to pay income 


tax on that profit, which, in many cases, 
especially with primary producers, is 


Pe 
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purely a book profit, the income not being 
realized. Now that taxation is becom- 
ing so heavy, the Treasurer might give at- 
tention to that suggestion. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [2.49].—I thank 
the honorable member for the sugges- 
tion, but at this particular time, 
reaching out for better equity and more 
money, as we are doing now and shall do 
shortly, I do not want to listen to sugges- 
tions involving any large release of cur- 
rent revenue. The honorable member 
urges a counsel of perfection when he 
advocates an income tax system which 
would look backwards and forwards at 
every assessment. 

Mr. Arcurpatp.— Would not the same 
suggestion apply to personal exertion? 

Mr. WATT.—It might be argued that 
if a man was unemployed in one year, and 
had a good~year the next, he should be 
allowed to set one off aganist the other. I 
do not know any country in the world 
that has adopted that system. 

Mr, Farxiner.—Why not do what the 
members of the Opposition say they do— 
make precedents ? 

Mr. WATT.—I should ask the Com- 
mittee to make it if I thought it would 
lead to a better system or better revenue. 
While it might lead to an improvement 
that would be appreciated by the commu- 
nity, the sacrifice of revenue would pro- 
bably be very large. 

Mr. Farxrner.—Then why not put on 
a higher rate? 

Mr. WATT.—I can assure my honor- 
able friend that he will get that, too, later 
on, and not as a substitute for anything 
that is being done now. If we can get 
the principles of assessment placed in a 
healthy condition, as we are attempting 
in this Bill, the rate questions will come 
up next year, the finances for this 
year having already been settled by the 
Budget. JI ask the honorable member 
to aecept the wording of the clause as 
more equitable under the present law. 

Clause agreed to. 

Clause 18 (Ship charterers; amendment 
of section 22 of the principal Act). 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.52)]|.—Under 
section 22 of the principal Act every per- 
son whose. principal place of business is 
out of Australia, and who, either as 
owner or charterer of any ship, carries 


passengers, live stock, mails, or goods — 
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shipped in Australia, must by his , ateak 
in Australia make a return of the full 
amount payable to him, whether in or 
beyond Australia, for the carriage of such 


_ passengers, live stock, mails, or goods, and 


Hue ee is assessed and liable to pay tax 

5 per cent. of the amount so payable. 
I Sdesstand. that this clause substitutes 
10 per cent. for 5 per cent. of the value 


of the freight. te 


Mr. Warr.—No; he was assessed on 
5 per cent. of the net profit. This clause 
makes it 10 per cent. ba et 

Mr. TUDOR.—LIs it not on the freight? 

Mr. Wartr.—No; it is always on the 
profit. 


Mr. TUDOR.—And the Government 


_are now taking double? 


Mr. Warr.— Yes. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not bod a 
Clause agreed to. 

Clauses 19 to 23 agreed toe 
Clause 24— 


Section thirty-three of the principal Act is 
amended by adding at the end. of sub-section 
(2) thereof the following proviso:— 


“Provided that Thiors the alteration in 
the assessment is due to an application by 
the taxpayer no refund shall be given if 
the application has not been made within 
two years after the payment of the tax.” 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.54].—Pre- 
viously there was no time limit in the 
ease of an application for a refund. The 
honorable member for Kooyong -(Sir 
Robert Best) argued on the second read- 
ing that it was not fair to limit the right 
of the taxpayer to a refund to two years 
when the Income Tax authorities had the 
right to go-back as far as they liked to 
recover arrears of tax. JI admit that 
very few people overpay, and that is 
borne out by my experience in ‘the Ous- 
toms Department; but I do not see much 
advantage In imposing a time limit of: 
two years, nor am I at all sure that we 
are going on right lines. 

Mr, HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 


-[2.55].—Is it a fact that disputed claims 
‘have been in the Taxation Office for more 


than three years? It has been stated that 
it is exceedingly difficult to obtain a re- 
solution of some of the claims sent into 
the Taxation Department, and that these 
are hung up for an unconscionable time. 
Will this limitation debar from redress 
persons whose claims have not been deter- 
mined, not because of their fault, but be- 
cause ‘of the delay of officials. 
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fully collected, or there has been an o 


yision may have been copied fro: 


one-sided, as the taxpayer can ob 


particular, and make othe “period 


Mr. Ree Foster — a 
plication that must be made_ 
years, not the payment. = 

Mr. WATT — (Balaclava— 
Prime Minister and Treasurer) [2 
—The Commissioner informs me th; 
far as he knows it is not correct that there 
is a large number of arrears in the office. — 
He speaks, of course, with complete know _ 
ledge of the business. of the head office. — 
There may be a few difficult cases sti 
unsettled in New South Wales, but. the 
do not go back so far as 1916, when 
income tax was first imposed. Attem 
have recently been made by the adminis- 
tration to catch up with all the arrears, — 
and considerable progress towards that 
end has been made in most of the Stat | 

Mr. Srnctarr.—As I read the clause 
is the period within which application for 
a refund must be made that is limited LO 
two years, . 

Mr. WATT eh at is the afar a 
proposed addition to the original secti 
which provides that when an_ altera 
in an assessment has the effect of redue- 
ing the taxpayers’ liability, the Commis- 
sioner may refund any sum that has bee 
overpaid. What is desired is finality 1 1 
regard to applications for refunds, = 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2.59]. —The i 
honorable member for Kooyong has. com- — 
plained of the iniquity of limiting ta: 
payers to two years in the matter of 
funds, while the Government may go 
4 far. as it likes to collect what is d 

My view is that we should give otl 
ue treatment that we insist upon gett: 
from them. If taxes have been wron; 


payment, the ‘taxpayer should be able to 
get redress after any period. Th 


the Customs Act, which limits: 
tion in certain cases for a period ¢ 0 
years. 
Sir ROBERT BEST (ont 
—I have pointed out that the ela 


dress only within a period of twe 
whereas the Government may 
twenty years. I suggest that 
follow the South Australian Aci 


years, ioe 
Mr. Warr.—The Conferans 
tion Commissioners agreed to 


years’ limitation. i ne hy “aa i | 
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e years prezig be a fair com- 
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dme ent (by Mr. Warr) proposed— 


thé word “two”, line 8, be left out, 
Se ev ’ fr to the insertion "of the word 
; iy 


eo ‘ENTON (Maribyrnong) [3. 2]. 
1 nde stand that ifthe amendment is 
‘ied taxpayers will not be able to get 
refund of an overpayment if more than 
three years have elapsed before they dis- 
e cover: that they have overpaid. 
ee _ Mr, Warr.—tThe object of the provi- 
sion is to limit the period within which 
ap Bisa tions for refunds may be made. 
_- Mr. FENTON.—The Statute of Limi- 
tations applying to private debts has a 
aces of six years. 
Mr. Warr.—The man who an not 
ghee his rights within three years - 
“ae _ not likely to wake up atall. 
_-Mr. FENTON.— Injustice might be in- 
fi fated which could only be discovered by 
the decision of a Court, or in some other 
way after three years. However, as the 
3 ® money will go into the publie Treasury, 
perhaps no great harm will be done. 
- po oendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. ¢ | 
Be a Clause 25 agreed to. : WES st 
— Clause 26— 
ae. adding thereto the following sub-section:— 
“(3) Whenever the Commissioner has 
Tie reason to believe that any taxpayer estab- 
Pighing or carrying on busines mn Australia 
‘ es intends to carry on such business for a short 
e only, he may at any time and from time 
to time require the taxpayer to give security 
as ae way of bond or deposit or-otherwise to the 
A ‘satisfaction of the Commissioner for the due 
ear return of any payment of income tax on the 
. come derived from the business.” 


Mr. FALKINER (Riverina) [3. oho 
| ‘Sar rely a definite sum, or some percentage 
of the approximate income, should: be 
; antes as the amount of security provided 
P fe 2 | the proposed new sub-section. 
- Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.4] —The 
“object of the proposed new sub-section is 
to y provide for the taxation of visiting 
theatrical and musical artists and pusi- 
8 people, who, I presume, will be taxed 
heir earnings here at the rate which 
( | apply to them were they resident 
Australia. 
<< _ Mr. -Roperrs.—And security is de- 
manded to prevent them from absconding 
hov # paying their tax. 


a. 
Pe 
ae 


“ ies wy 


"Section 41 of the principal Act is amended by 
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not. say the amount. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [3.5]—It is im- — 
possible to say the amount. It has to 
bear a relation to the expected profits. 

Mr. FatkInerR.—Quite so. : 

Mr. WATT.—The Commissioner of of 
Taxation can better determine that than _ 
we could in any clause of this Bill. Cases — 
have occurred where persons have visited _ 
Australia for a brief period, have made — 
substantial sums of money, and have 
sometimes left the country without pay- 
ing any taxation. In some cases, after 
much trouble, such persons have been 
compelled to pay. A provision of this 
kind has been included in the law of Tas- 
mania for some years, and has worked 
satisfactorily. It is now recommended for 
the careful consideration of the Govern- 
ments of all the States and of the Com- 
monwealth by the Taxation Commis- 
sioners’ Conference. I think we can leave 
the discretion provided for in the clause 
to the Commissioner of Taxation with 
complete confidence. 

Mr. FALKINER (Hume) [3.6].— 
After listening to the Treasurer’s remarks 
I think there should be a definite per- 
centage of the approximate incomestated. 
The clause is too wide as it reads at pre- 
sent, 

Mr. Warr.—How could that be done? 

It is impossible to say what the rate of 
taxation would be. 

Mr. FALKINER.—As the person is 
carrying on business in Australia the 
Taxation Department should have some 
idea of the income from that business. 

Clause agreed to 

Clause. 27— 

Section 43 of the principal Act is amended 
by omitting from the proviso «thereto the 
words “The Commissioner shall furnish to the 
Treasurer annually for presentation to Parlia- 


ment a report of all such remissions with a 
statement of the reasons therefor.” 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Illawarra) 
[3.7]—Perhaps the Treasurer will give — 
the Committee some reason for the omis- 
sion of these words. of 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [3.8].—It is re- 
garded as improper to furnish publicly, 
as the original section required, such ins 
formation as this. We took a similar — 
course, when dealing with the War-time — 
Profits Tax Bill, to prevent, what. Parlia- — 
ment has sought to prevent in connexion — 


vs 
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with many taxation measures, namely, 
the giving of publicity to the private 
affairs of individuals, whether defaulters 
or not. 
‘Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—This provision 
is the same as that in the War-time 
Profits Tax Act? 
Mr. WATT.—In this respect, yes. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clauses 28 to 31 agreed to. 
Clause 32— 
After section fifty of the principal Act the 
following sections are inserted :— 
“50a.—(1) In any case where any tax- 
-payer employed by or receiving a pension 
from any person, local authority, corpora: 
tion, board, commission, or body -has in 
any year failed to pay the income tax pay- 
able by him within sixty days after he has 
been required to pay the same pursuant to 
the provisions of this Act, the Commis- 
‘sioner may declare such person, local 


authority, corporation, board, commission’ 


or body to be the agent of such taxpayer 
so far as respects the income by way of 
earnings, salary, wages, allowances, pen- 
sion, or stipend paid or allowed by him 
or it to the taxpayer. 

* (2) The Commissioner may _ give 
notice to such agent setting forth the_fact 
that the taxpayer has failed to pay the tax 
payable by him, and requiring the agent to 
pay the same on behalf of the taxpayer. 

* (3) The agent shall thereupon deduct 
and retain from time to time out of the 
earnings, salary, wages, allowances, pen- 


sion, or stipend respectively payable by - 


him to the taxpayer so much as is suffi- 
cient to pay the income tax, and shall pay 
the same in pursuance of this Act; and 
for any default in so doing the agent shall 
be liable, in addition to the tax, to a 
penalty not exceeding Five pounds. 

(4) For the purposes of this section 
‘tax’ includes ‘ additional tax’ required to 
be paid in accordance with this Act. 

“508. Where the Commissioner is of 
opinion that a person in receipt of income 
is liable to pay tax and that it is difficult 
to ascertain the whereabouts of that per- 
son or to collect the tax from him, the 
Commissioner may require any person 
making payments to that person— 

(a) to 
which is or will become due to 
that person such an amount as 
will be sufficient to pay the in- 
come tax which the Commis- 
sioner may assess to be paid by 
that person; and 

(6) to pay the amount to the Com- 
missioner forthwith.” 


Mr. 
clause makes provision for the collection 
of an employee’s income tax by his em- 
ployer. It is one of the greatest innova- 
tions ever proposed in connexion with a 


taxation measure. JI am not averse to 
} 


deduct from any payment. 


TUDOR. (Yarra) [3.9].—This- 


treading new ground, or to the creation 
of a precedent; but, to give an employer 
the right to withhold moneys due to an 
employee in order to secure the payment — 
of the employee’s income tax, is throwing 


upon the employer the responsibility for S 


doing work which should be done by the 
Taxation Department. | a: 

Mr. Ricuarp Fo§rer.—The employer 
is not obliged to do it. 

Mr. TUDOR.—He will be obliged to 
do it under this clause. 

Mr. Ricnarp Fostrr.—Not unless he 
holds the money. 

Mr. TUDOR.—He may be obliged, 
under this clause, to see that every one of 
his employees pay his income tax. 

Mr. Wartt.—No. - ‘i 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Only if the - 
Commissioner of Taxation asks him to — 
do so. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Just so, and immedi- 
ately this measure is passed the Commis- 
sioner of Taxation may issue an instruc- 
tion to every employer throughout the 
Commonwealth to hold sufficient moneys 
due to his employees to cover the pay- 
ment of their income tax. eee 

Mr. Warr.—No. Where an employee 
has failed to pay his income tax, the Com- — 
missioner of Taxation may go to his em- 
ployer and say, “I want you to collect 
this man’s income tax.” | 

Mr. Consipinn.—lIt is like a garnishee 
order. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Yes, it is. 


Mr. Warr.—lIt is a much more sum- 


mary method than that provided by a 

garnishee order. 
Mr. TUDOR.—A man must go ‘to a 

Court to obtain a garnishee order. . 


Mr. Warr.—This is better than pro- <i 


ceedings ii a Court. 
Mr, TUDOR.—-How is it better? The 


Government in this clause are throwing __ 
upon thé employer the responsibility of 
collecting income tax due by his em- 


ployees. That is not a proper provision — 


from the employees’ point of view, nor 
I had some 


is it fair to the employer. 
experience of a somewhat similar pro- 
vision when I was in charge of the De-— 
partment of Trade and Customs. In 


order to obtain the bonus granted by ee 
Parliament in aid of certain industries, __ 
employers had to comply with certain — 


conditions and to pay certain rates of 
wages. The Minister had no guthority 


2 
‘ 


ee 
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Sd to pay the bonus until he was satisfied 


that the conditions were fulfilled. It 
. was found in a great mayy cases that the 
-_ eonditions were not complied with. 
. Sir Roserr Brst.—-In connexion with 
3 the sugar industry. 
Mr. TUDOR.—Perhaps I should have 
- mentioned that this arose particularly in 
connexion with the sugar industry, al- 
_ _ though similar provisions applied to the 
payment of bonuses in other industries. 
Workers in the sugar industry. are some- 
what nomadic, and when they leave their 
employment it is often difficult to trace 
them. The employers could not obtain the 
bonus until they had paid their men the 
- standard rates of’ wages, and in some cases 
the Department had to deduct the wages 
due to workers, and was then unable to 
| trace them. Under sub-section 3 of the 
proposed new section 50a an employer 
may be required to deduct from the wages 
due to an employee an amount sufficient 
to pay the income tax due by the em- 
ployee. What would happen if the em- 
| ployer retained more than was necessary 
to pay the tax? I think that this is 


Ten ee 


y a clause which the Committee should not | 


é pass. We should let the Taxation De- 
partment do its own work. There are 
proper Courts to which the Department 
ean apply where income tax is not paid, 
and we should not require an employer, 
who may be compelled by an Act of Par- 
liament to pay an employee a stipulated 
rate of wages, to retain any part of those 
wages to cover the payment of income 


— Bh mk = ital eo oe ae Ne a 
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ai toe 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [3.14].— 
While the honorable member for Yarra 


(Mr. Tudor) was speaking, it occurred 
to me that this clause may give rise to 
confusion in the ease of institutions em- 
- _ ploying large staffs, and making provision 
___ for superannuation and other such funds. 
IT should likethe Treasurer to-say whether 
a provident or superannuation fund of 
such institutions would be regarded as a 
fund from which money might be deducted 
for the payment of income tax due by 
employees. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.15].— 
_- The clause is objectionable, because it 
amounts, not only to an act of garnishee, 
but also to an act of garnishee without 
judgment having been previously ob- 
tained. The power which is vested in the 
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Commissioner of Taxation to seize this 


fund without any proof, according to the 


ordinary standards of proof of debt, that 
the money is due, is not oly unfair to the 
person against whom the claims is made, 
it is also unfair to the employer. He 
is naturally under the constant necessity 
of seeing that’ his employee pays, and is 


always undér the apprehension that he _ 


may get into trouble if the amount is 
not paid. Is it a fair thing to hold that 


an employee is justly indebted until his 


debt has been proved in the ordinary way? 
If I furnish a return and do not pay my 


tax, judicial proceedings are taken 
against me in_ order to establish 
the right of the Commissioner to 
seize my goods; but here no such 


procedure is necessary ; the Commissioner 
simply says, “ The money is due, and I 
am going to take it from the agent, as T 
have the power to penalize him if he does 
not pay.” The usual procedure is for 
garnishee orders to follow a judgment of 
a Court, but we have an inversion of that 
procedure when it is proposed to make the 
seizure before establishing the proof of 


debt. 


Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [3.18].—If 
any individual does not pay his tax by a 
certain date proceedings are taken against 
him by the Commissioner, and if an em- 
ployee does not pay his tax within sixty 
days he is in the same position. J do not 
think that the clause is aimed at the em- 
ployee any more than it does at the ordi- 
nary taxpayer. / 

Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [3.19].— 
I object to the Commissioner having the 
power to seize the wages belonging to an 
employee, or the power to authorize an 
employer to seize an employee’s wages. If 
we concede this power to one Department, 
we shall have all other branches of the 
Service adopting the same procedure. 


Mr. Corsrr.—It is simply an act of 


garnishee. 
Mr, 
obtained by civil process; but, as the hon- 


orable member for Batman has pointed 
out, this clause aims at direct action. In 


CONSIDINE.—A _ garnishee is 


New South Wales garnishee proceedings — 


were introduced into the Industrial Arbi- 
tration Act. If a man- committed a 
breach of the Act, the garnishee order of 
the Government was the first charge on 


~ 
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his wages; but that order could only Ls 
obtained after civil process. 

Mr. Corser.—Because the debt had not 
been proved to be due. In this ease the 
Commissioner has the power to say that 
the money is due, and then he garnishees 
it. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I object to giving 
the employer the right to make any de- 
duction from the wages of an employee 
whom the Commissioner may say is liable 
for the payment of the tax. 

Mr. Roparrs.—This provision does not 
interfere with the right of the taxpayer 
to sue for the recovery of any amount 
which has been improperly deducted from 
his wages. | - 

Mr. CONSIDINE. — An employee 
should not be put to the expense of re- 
covering by legal process anything taken 
from him illegally. This provision is on 
a par with the attitude that the honorable 
member’s party have assumed in regard 
to the War Precautions Regulations, 
which place on the individual the onus 
of proving his innocence, when the usual 
practice in British countries is for a man 
to be deemed to be innocent until he is 
proved to be guilty. . 

Mr. Ropcers.—In this case we are deal- 
ing with a pretty fleet individual, who is 
evading the Commissioner of Taxation. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not care how 


slick the individual may be,-I object to 


any Government Department having the 
power, by arrangement with an employer, 
to deduct anything from an employee’s 
wages. There is nothing to prevent an 
employer making deductions from an em- 
ployee’s wages and telling him that s0 
much has been deducted for payment of 
income tax. I object to the employers 
being utilized as policemen. I object to 
employers interfering with wages received 
for work done by their employees. I ob- 
ject to giving the opportunity to unseru- 
pulous employers to deduct amounts from 


the wages of workers who are travelling 


throughout Australia. 

Mr. Picorr.—That system is in vogue 
in Great Britain. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not care if it 
is. We are dealing with this matter from 


our point of view, and not that of the. 


Imperial Government. If they have 
aconied: what we i ha as an improper 


the British race. 


Fs 
ee 


system, there is no reason why: we should BS: 
follow them. Vee 

Mr. Picorr.—But members” of, your : 
party were quoting the Imperial Cory i 


IS 
ment a good deal yesterday. 4 Espet 
Mr, CONSIDINE.—But we were t ae 


referring to their lapse from grace, and — 
showing how far the Imperia Covert 
ment had departed from the traditions of 
The principle contained — 
in the clause would be a bad precedent — 
to establish, because it would place in the 
hands of unscrupulous employers—and I | 
suppose honorable members opposite re 
not deny that there are unscrupulous em- — 
ployers—a power by means of which they a 
might bamboozle employees, and make — 
certain deductions from their wages. — an a 
Mr. Corser.—But before doing that at 
they would have to produce their autho-— 
rity. ee 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is quits posaiaee: SE 
that some workmen would accept a state- — 
ment from their employers that a com-— a 
munication had been received from a ai 
Taxation Department instructing them tol % 
deduct portion of wages in payment of : 
income tax. From the working-class 
point of view, the principle is objection- 
able. and I should think that the em- es 
ployers themselves have no desire to be 
placed in the position of agents for the, oa 
Taxation Department. : at 2 
Mr. FALKINER (Hume) [3. 30]. 
have no wish to make any digression upo 
unscrupulous employers and so on, but 
have had some experience of huma 
nature, and have found that both the e 
ployer and the employee are, as a aa y: 
pretty full or original sin. I have been 
nad ” by both. In Pasi to the clause 


=o 


undertake the duty a olla the tax. 
Let the departmental officials, if they. 
ascertain the whereabouts of a taxpaye 
collect. the tax direct, and not lay t 
duty upon the employer. Zhe obvi 
objection to this course is that by 
time the Department finds out whe 
taxpayer is employed, and sends a 
along, the employee—bearing in min 
the short stay which they usually make 
with employers nowadays—would — pro- 
bably be gone. The ordinary employ 
has no desire to undertake this job. I 
admit, of course, that the nomadic in- : 
stinets of a certain section of the y wi 
causes a large amount of troubl 
Department. Some of: Frases men 


the names dee: ‘often than they do 
t = aay. with every job they take they 
h ave a new name, but this is the respon- 
Sa ibility, not of the ordinary employer, 
but of the Department, and the Depart- 


oa should shoulder it, 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [3.31].—1I 
think” paragraph 3 of the proposed new 
*s ante will -have a very far-reaching effect. 
ae It will establish a precedent which, to 


table. I do not think any “honorable 
member can contend that it is right to 
ask an employer of labour to deduct 
es from an employee who may be in 
default with his. income-tax payments. 
I «annot, for one moment, understand 
\ why the Department could not take 
action against a defaulting taxpayer by 
the ordinary process of law. 


Lord Forrest. —They cannot catch 
him; he changes his name. 

Mr. CHARLTON. — A __ taxpayer 
ae with default should have an 


opportunity of defending himself; and I 
am not going to accept the statement 
that defaulters cannot be found in this 
country, because, as a rule, they are 
traced easily enough. I cannot imagine 
~~ that this clause will apply to anybody 
>but the working men, and I quite agree 
y a with the honorable member who preceded 
%* sen me that employers do not wish to have 

_ this duty cag upon them. In fact, if we 

ef _ compel employers to collect the tax, I 
ea can foresee the time when, if a man asks 
=~ \for employment, his prospective employer 
e. will say to him, ‘‘ Have you paid your 
income tax ?”’ Ii the man says, in reply, 
_ J am not quite sure if I paid last year’s 
pA tax,” the employer will say, “ Well, you 
‘ie cannot get employment here, because I do 
not want to be obliged to deduct 
_._. money from your wages.’’ Let us con- 
ze sid der, also, what would be the position 
| .- cases where men are paid by results. 
es _ Tt may be simple enough for an employer 
whose men are on a weekly wage to 
oe deduct a certain amount each week ; but 
i 2 where a number of men are paid by re- 
ora in, say, metalliferous mines, or in 
=< eee mining districts, it would be very 
eee wkward for the employer to deduct so 

* much money from the varying amounts 

4 due to different men. 

r. Fenron.—Another set of “books 
be required. 

. bares CHARLTON.—It would cause a 
# - good deal of trouble, and certainly 
would not lead to good fellowship, and 
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he my mind, cannot be regarded as equi-. 


Somme bay x = t,. - — . 
« . * 
Assessment Bill, 4425 


[ am very much afraid it would interfere” 
with employment of men in the mining — 
industry. The Minister in charge would — 
be well advised to eliminate the clause. 
I cannot see any insuperable  diffi- 
culty in the way of collecting money 
due for imceome tax by the. 
nary process. 
is adopted,* the men charged with being 
defaulters will not have a chance of 
proving whether they are in debt to the 
Department or not. Excellent though 
the officers of the Department may be, 
they are capable of making mistakes; 
and as many workmen are not accus- 
tomed to filling in income tax forms— 
the procedure being quite new—and as 
many of them do not know at the end 
of the year whether they have earned 
sufficient to bring them within the pro- 
visions of the income tax, difficulties are 
likely to arise if employers are required 
in certain instances to deduct money 
from amounts due to their employees. 
When a return is sent in by an employer 
showing the number of employees and 
their earnings per year, the Income Tax 
Commissioner may see the case of two 
men working together, and receiving 
£320 between them. The Commissioner 
discovers that one of the men has not 
sent in a return, and comes to the con- 
clusion that half of the £320 has been 
earned by him, because the two men are 
described as working mates. When one 
of the men does not send in a return, 
the Commissioner after a time writes and 
informs him that his income has been 
assessed at so much, althoueh that man 
may not have been working for half the 
year, or may have been in hospital, with 
the result that his earnings may be only ~ 
SFE, However, because of the return 
from the employer, which the latter is 
bound to send in, the Commissioner has — 
to take steps to recover. The man in- — 
volved may be illiterate, and not know 
what to do, and if he seeks employment 
elsewhere, his new employer is directed 
by the Commissioner to deduct from his — 
wages the 10s. or £1 said to be due as 
income tax. Rae 
ad an 


Mr. Corser.—The man _ has 
Be ei to check the amount. 
CHARLTON .—Not at all. 


The . 


Rea! is that this money is deducted from — 
the man’s wages, and, probably, an in- — 


justice done by the collection of money 
to which the Commissioner is not en- 
titled. 


ordi- 
Indeed, unless this course — 


As I say, the employer cannot — 


e 
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help himself, because, under penalty, he 
has to send in a return. Let me state a 
case in point. <A few weeks ago, a man 
came to my house, and informed me that 
he was in trouble because he had not 
sent in a return to the Commissioner. 
In answer to inquiries, he said that he 
might have earned over £156, working as 
he did for a daily wage of- lls. a day, 
and, as it turned out, he had earned just 
a trifle over. But hie had four children 
under the age of sixteen, and heshad not 
sent in a return, believing that he was not 
taxable; and the result was that the Com- 
missioner assessed him without any re- 
turn. Such mistakes are bound to be 
made, and the Commissioner, of course, 
is not to blame. 


Lorp Forrest.—If something is not 
done, people will not send in returns this 
year, or the year after. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Once it is shown 
to be necessary to send in returns, people 
will take care that returns are furnished. 
This, it must be remembered, is a new 
process, which places both the employer 
and employee in a wrong position. The 
Taxation Department ought to take. the 
responsibility of proving that a person 
is indebted; and that cannot be done if 
this clause is allowed to pass as it is 
drafted. I feel sure that the provision, 
if accepted, will prove to the detriment 
of working men; and although I hope 
that the Minister will see the necessity 
for an amendment without any formal 
action, I move— 


That sub-clause 3 he omitted from the pro- 


posed new clause 50A. 

Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) 3. 39].— 
In my opinion the two or three previous 
speakers have altogether magnified the 
position, particularly the honorable mem- 
ber for Hunter (Mr. Charlton). Accord- 
ing to the Act there is a clear. method of 
proof of lability, and there can be no 
question of liability after a certain 
time, whether it be the case of 
a working man, or of a_ business 
man. Notice is sent out. and sixty 
days are allowed in which an appeal 
may be made, as set forth in the clause. 
The liability is created before the tax- 
payer is called on at all, and the same 
law apples to the whole of the com- 
munity. On both sides of the House 
there are many advocates of a social in- 
surance scheme, under. which provision 
would be made for the deduction of the 


‘issues. 


i 


premiums by the ome lene ena ihe” ae 
wages of his employees, and the clause i i 
before us presents only a modi form — 
of the immense amount of oo ee yin 
that would be necessary under ‘such* ee 


scheme. ae Le 
Mr. Consip1nr.—Does_ the honorabteeed 
member regard income taxation as a ae 


social reform ? ~ Raeign.” 


Mr. RODGERS.—Do not confuse two 
Employers have undertaken a 
much more difficult task in connexion 
with the recent war loans. Right ~ 3 
throughout the community employers — 
have appealed to employees to subscribe 
to these loans, with a provision for the ~ — 
periodic deduction of the subscriptions 
from wages. There seems to me to be no — os 
real difficulty in the business, and while 
there have been general statements from 
honorable members opposite as to the lia~- 
bility thrown on employers, it is for- 
gotten that that liability exists only in — 
respect of the employee who is a de~- 
faulter. We may assume that the great 
body of taxpayers will themselves see to __ 
the payment of the tax, and the only man — « 
with whom we are now concerned is the — 
man who has’ become an actual defaulter Oe 
by nrocess of law, a 


Mr. Brennan.—You have left out one 
stage, and that is the procedure by which ite e 
the money is finally recovered. a 


Mr. RODGERS —That # 2 detail 2 
remind the honorable member that if it 
were necessary for the Commissioner ta 
proceed in a civil Court, he could, on a by 
judgment, garnishee the wages of a deny 
faulting taxpayer. Under the Bill, for : 
the purpose of conserving the revenue, an 
obligation is thrown on both the employer og 
and “employee, and I cannot see how hts 
injustice can be done. Le 

Mr. Cuariron.—In the case I ee 
the man had ta pay 25s. before he fouls 
appeal. 3 

Mr. RODGERS.—8urely hers is an 
obligation to either pay or appeal ? eae 

Mr. CuartTon.—But the man is nob » 7 
taxpayer—that is the trouble... payee 


Mr. RODGERS.—That' does: not. affee d 
the matter at all. If he got an assess- 
ment he had recourse to law, of which he:, 
did not avail himself. 
was to lodge his appeal, or. make a “per: 
sonal statement, supported by affida 


Honorable members opposite seem 
be concerned solely about ae 
faulter, who will. neither e 


A eRe o) eee 
; S| an 
¥ ; 


—_— 


view the taxing master within the 
time allowed. I cannot see that 
any reasonable objection can be taken 
to the clause. I would like the Minister 
to answer the point I raised previously, 
that is, whether funds specially created 
for such purposes as superannuation wil 
be liable for payments in the ordinary 
way that current salary would be. Such 
funds as that which I have indicated 
are created, and they pass out, for the 
time being, from the control even of the 
_» employer, and are specially‘invested by 
trustees for superannuation purposes 
later on. 


Mr. GLYNN (Angas—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [3.46].—Such 
funds cannot be touched, because the pay- 
_ ments would be appropriated to some- 
thing else, and could not be due, there- 
fore, by the employer. All he could levy 
~ on would be payments directly due by 
him, and for that reason“in clause 3 
_ reference is made to “earnings, salary, 
-- wages, allowances, pensions, or stipends.” 
That would exclude payments of the class 
to which the honorable member refers. 


Mr. Roperrs.—With respect to some 
funds there are allowances made by the 
employer as well as the deductions from 
e the employee's wages. 
Mr, GLYNN.—Yes, but any payments 
a ie allotted according to some scheme, such 
as is provided for earlier in the Act, 
would be in the nature of obligations. 
This is only to cover moneys not paid 
to the employee which would othérwise be 
due to him. The honorable member’ for 
Batman (Mr. Brennan) mentioned that 
he considered it unfair that we should 
take the whole of those payments when 
ae we had not really found ott whether 
_ they were due or not. The same applies 
to all garnishee payments. All one can 
_ do is to try to garnishee“ moneys due. 
It is the same principle. It saves ex- 
_vense. The Commissioner of Taxation, 
_ of course, must exercise a liberal discre- 
_ tion in relation both to employees and 
employers. He must not give notice 
and proceed against them for not paying 
_ up, because if he did that the payments 
_ might be challenged, and it is the duty 
_ of every administrator to avoid litiga- 


« an 


tion. I may say that I am speaking 
now as a politician, and not as a lawyer. 
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ouble to lodge a return; nor ‘inter- _ 


oa. 


~~ 


Assessment Bull, 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) © 
[3.49].—Much has been made of the ~ 
argument that a grave hardship will : 
be inflicted by this . clause upon 
the employees. So far as I am con- 
cerned, the clause, as a whole, is not 
acceptable from any stand-point. Prob- 
ably it will be resented as much by the 
employer as by the employee, because it 
will be a disagreeable task for the former 
to have to make deductions from wages. 
The clause is inserted, however, to meet 
a very serious difficulty—one which has 
eeceasioned considerable thought on the 
part of the Minister and the Commis- 
sioner of Taxation, owing to the vast 
number of men who, unhappily, shirk 
their responsibilities, and refuse to send 
in their returns. And it does not pay 
to pursue such persons, either. The 
clause under discussion is devised, there- 
fore, to make them shoulder their respon- 
sibilities, The first thing is that the 
employee has to be served. He is not to 
be judged liable without notice. If he 
is wrongly charged he has the right to 
make representations to the Commis- 
sioner of Taxation. He may resort to 
appeal, but he will not be adjudged as 
owing the money without notice; it will 
not be deducted from ‘his wages without 
notice having been given. He has, in 
fact, the fullest opportunity of appeal. 
This does not refer to a case in which 
notice has not been actually served. Then, 
if a person remains in default for 60 days, 
notice is given to the employer, and on 
him is imposed the disagreeable task of 
making a deduction. 


Mr. Brennan.—Why is it that the em- 
ployee should be the only person deprived 
of his right, with the ultimate result of 
being sued,.and of having to defend a 
claim, under this clause? . 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—There is a de-_ 
gree of difference, by reason of the daily 
experience of the Commissioner of Taxa- 
tion, who states that it is almost impos- 
sible to trace hundreds of people. This 
is the only means of collecting the money, 
because such persons, in vast numbers, 
deliberately refuse to pay. The pro- 
vision here is intended to make them face 
their responsibilities. The principle is 
practically the same as that of garnishee. 
The clause only partially meets the diff- 
culty in which the Commissioner is 
placed in respect of persons who refuse 
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to send in returns, and eh: pantie bes Mr. WISE (Gippsland—Hlonorary 1 
I refer particularly to the 


traced at all. 
nomadic section of the community. As 
for the British law, there is no such pro- 
vision, I believe; but there is provision 
adopting the same principle so far as 
insurance is concerned.» That is both 
under the German_and the British law. 
It is a matter of throwing on the em- 


ployer the responsibility of making deduc- 


tions for contributions to funds. 

Mr. Consmprne.— Yes; 
are controlled by the employers’ organiza- 
tion in Germany. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—It_is a system 
of compulsory insurance. I am refer- 
ring only to the principle. As for this 
clause, I do not like it; yet it is a matter 
of grim necessity. = 


Progress reported. * 
ADJOURNMENT. 
Cxrnsorsuie: Deportation oF Iranians 


—Unyempioyment at Liracow—Re- 
CRUITING CONFERENCE AGREEMENT— 
Cask or Privarze Tom Wuirton— 
Repatriation: Meproat ‘ Examina- 
tion—Country. Racing Cruss—Mr. 
J. H: Carrs ann Senator Pearce. 
Motion (by Mr. Grynn) proposed— 
That thé House do now adjourn. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.55}.—1 
ask the Government to reconsider the 
matter of the censorship. I find that the 
press of Melbourne did not publish to-day 
a single word concerning the discussion 
that took place in the House yesterday 
about the deportation of Italians, and 
{ have the best of reasons for believing 
that the. Censor instructed. the press to 
make no mention of the matter. I read 
papers from England and America, and 
f assure honorable members that in ‘those 
countries there is nothing like the re- 


striction upon the press that is imposed. 


in Australia. We are keeping the people 
in the dark, and no good military pur- 


pose is served thereby. A great deal of 


unrest and disturbance is occasioned in 
the community by the manner in which 
the censorship is conducted; and no one 
can persuade me that the "Minister for 
Defence knows nothing about what is 
being done. I believe that he, in the 
absence of the Prime Minister, is re- 
sponsible for the censorship. 1. sincerely 
hope that the Government will look into 
the matter. 


oe . i Ae 4 


‘conditions laid down by the manager. 


but those funds ‘ 


; methods introduced from time to time. 


‘ineligible for active service abroad are 


Adjournment. _[REPRESENTATIVES, cas Be pee. 


St Sree 


ister) [3.57].—On Wednesday ie ee 
mised’ the honorable member for Yarra aot 
(Mr. Tudor) that I would obtain a F 
to a question he asked in regard to une 
ployment at the Lithgow Small | = 
Factory. I am now ina ae to suy p pl rf 

the following answer :— a ro 


Two of the four barrel-setters whose absence — —S 
from work was the means of rendering most of 
the employees idle have returned to” duty on 
With -< 
the assistance of these men and two setters who 
remained loyal to the Department, together with 
other men who are being trained in barrel-set- re. 
ting, arrangements have been made for a -re- ae 
sumption of work. It is unlikely, however, 
that the same number of men will be employed 
as existéd before the strike, the reason for this — os 
being that the satisfactory position of Aus- A 
tralia in. revard to supply of rifles renders it 
possible to “abolish the greater part of the 
second shift. This has also been made possible 
by the bringing into use of the duplicate plan 
ordered some time ago, and by improvec 


Srefeeieice to returned soldiers and to men in- 
eligible for active service is being 
to. When these have been exhaus 
ference will be given to married cligibles, i 
is unlikely. that any positions will be avails 
for single eligibles formerly employed, with tl — 
exception, perhaps, that certain men possessing 
special qualifications will have to be retained 
for the time being, until returned soldiers ec 
petent to fill their places are available. 
It cannot be expected, however, that. + 
will be a wholesale resumption of work, as | 
takes time, after a ered wee ire 
organization now being effected, before®all + 
men required can be started at ‘their work, | 
is a gradual process, but every effort is h 
made to employ the maximum at the ear 
possible moment. 
The Minister does not see how it can be 
leged that victimization is being practised, 
ing that the manager is re-engaging men in 
cordance with the policy of the Governme: 
which is that returned soldiers and pers 


ceive preference over others. 


The honorable member for Cook 
J. H. Catts) asked me to-day to asce 
from Senator Pearce the pune 
which he referred when he said the 
honorable member had quoted — 
pro-German journal,. published 
United States before that ¢ 
tered the war. The Minister ha 8. 
me that he was referring to the 
able member’s quotation from the ( 
Tribune, and he assumed. from t he 


‘ie a 


© s so ie 
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%, that he was in error in saying that 
c the quotation had been published before 
_ America entered the war. 

- Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.2]. — The 
_ state of affairs indicated by the reply of 
- the Honorary Minister regarding unem- 
= ‘ployment at the Lithgow Small Arms 
Factory is very serious for the employees 
phpncerned. Apparently, the managers of 

iat establishment do not know their own 
Pe thids upon any question. A few months 
2 ago the Acting Prime Minister, when 

_ Minister for Works and Railways, visited 

> Lithgow for the purpose of dealing with 

the housing question. Presumably, he 

‘Was given to understand that the then 
3 _ activity of the factory represented its nor- 
mal condition, and that owing to the 
_ great number of employees it would be 
necessary for Parliament to provide 
money for the housing of the men and 
Bas families. Now we are told by the 
: manager that, in all probability, the 
factory will never again be able to employ 
: eee same number of men, because of the 
abolition of the second shift. I have 


Ein 


always been opposed to working any es- 
_ tablishment for more than one shift of 
- eight hours, but less than three months 


& ago the Minister was asked to provide 


increased housing accommodation, and 
de we are told that a great number of 
~ the men are not likely to be required. I 
have received from the secretary of the 
¥ “employees union at Lithgow the following 
letter, dated 27th April :— 


=: The barrel-setters have resumed work from 
2 last Friday week. There is very little altera- 
tior in the re-engaging of the men up to the 
present. There are 950 men still unable to 
_ secure employment. 
_ put forward by the Department or the manage- 
ment to reinstate the men who were put off 
owing to the late trouble. It seems to me that 

_ economic conscription is rampant in its very 
worst form. Only returned soldiers are put 
on, with a few exceptions of married men, 
“whom they say are indispensable men, Single 
a aie are told point blank that there is no pos 
i e hope for them. Married men who have 
large families are asked to produce reject 
_ papers before they are re-engaged. Even men 
_ at this present stage are being put off who have 
_ been working at the factory for years, married 
_ men in particular, with families, who are being 
placed with returned soldiers. I have asked 
Department to supply the union with the 

: “names of the men whose services are no longer 
2 at the factory, and I cannot get one 
mame submitted to me. The members consider it 
an unjust position for the Defence Department 
ee eae up. There has been no satisfaction given 
union officials by the manager; every 

me a deputation waits on the management, it 
ways referred to the Defence Department, 


Pr Ca re eran 
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There has heen no effort - 


with thé result that they are playing one De- 
partment off against the other. ‘There are in- 
stances where complete strangers are put on in 
place of men who have previously worked there 
four, five, and six years. Victimization is also 
being resorted to to men who have taken an 
active part in unionism. Everything is far 
from being satisfactory. There are a terrible 
lot of distress cases caused by this trouble. It 
is going on ten weeks now since the stoppage 
took place, and no satisfaction yet as to when 
the factory is to resume normal conditions. 
The above union is anxious for you to place 
the whole matter before Parliament at your 
earliest convenience. 


At the Recruiting Conference which com- 
menced three weeks ago, certain sugges- 
tions were put forward for the promotion 
of harmony in the community, and I in- 
formed the Conference that the victimiza- 
tion of men eligible for military service 
was one of the causes of discord. I yield 
to no man in my admiration of the men 
who have done their share at the Front, 
and I desire to deal fairly with them. 
But I know of single returned soldiers 
who have replaced married men who had 
been doing temporary work in some of the. 
Departments. One single man came to 
me, and said: ‘‘ What can I do? I do 
not wish to take a married man’s job, 
but if I do not take it it will be given to 
another single man.’’ The Government 
have no right to victimize married men. 
I said at the Conference that there should 
be no economic conscription, and the 
Prime Minister, acting in behalf of the 
Commonwealth and State Goverhments 
and the private employers, wrote against 
that condition the one word ‘‘ Agreed.’’ 
When the strike occurred at the Small 
Arms Factory, the union ordered the men 
to resume work. Though they were not 
absent from the factory many hours, 
when they returned to it they were told 
that there was no work for them; and 
the married men who were previously em- 
ployed in the establishment are now re- 


quired to produce reject papers before. 


they can be reinstated. I am going to 
address a recruiting meeting with the 
Acting Prime Minister on Monday night, 
but I say that while grievances of this 
kind exist we cannot hope that our efforts 
will bear much fruit. Only the other day 
I was informed, in reply to a question 
which [I put upon the business-paper, 
that— 

In accordance with the policy of the Govern-_ 
ment, preference to returned soldiers and to 


men ineligible for active service is being given 
effect to, When these have been exhausted, 


oe 
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then preference will be given. to “married 
eligibles. 

Last week, when the Massey-Harris Chin: 
pany dismissed the single men in their 
employ, they received a reprimand from 
the Honorable W. Brooks, the President 
of the Employers’ Federation in New 
South Wales. He said that such action 
was opposed to the agreement which was 


arrived at by the recent Recruiting Conz 


ference. I ask the Acting Prime Min- 
ister to see that that agreement is also re- 
spected by the Small Arms Factory. 
Mr. BRENNAN. (Batman) [4.8].—I 
had hoped that with the departure of the 
Prime Minister for another sphere we 
would have secured some reform in re- 
gard to the mischievous operation of the 
censorship. The attitude of the Govern- 
ment and of the Acting Prime Minister 
during the past few days does not inspire 
me with very much confidence in that 
direction. 1 cannot express disayypoint- 
ment that the speech which I delivered 
here yesterday was not reported in the 
public press to-day, because I pointed 
out at the time that, owing to the 
iniquiteus operation of the censorship, 
no reference would be made to my ad- 
dress. Only a few weeks ago I attended 
a meeting in the Democratic Hall, Exhi- 
bition-street, Melbourne, at which 3,000 
persons were present. That gathering 
was marked by extraordinary enthusiasm 
and unanimity. On that occasion I had 
the honour of associating myself on the 
platform with three other members of 
Parliament. And, although we are 
Labour men, who hold certain views upon 
international questions, we are, I wofld 
remind the House, still members of this 
Parliament, although one would scarcely 
think so. We are here by the votes of the 
people, and not by accident. The only 
reference which was made to that great 
meeting of citizens, to which I have re- 
ferred, and to the addresses which were 
delivered by four members of this Par- 
liament, took the form of a very laboured 
and heroic joke on the part of the Age 
reporter in regard to the difficulty which 
IT was alleged to have experienced in 
reading a certain resolution. The object 
of the ‘gathering Was not even mentioned. 
I wish to warn the Acting Prime Min- 
ister that he must not imagine that pub- 
hie indignation outside does not exist 
merely because nothing! is said about it 
in the press. He must not think that in 
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this country he can caniley “armed 
soldiers with fixed bayonets to- iets 
down like wolves upon their prey, and to | 
invade the houses of peaceful Italian citi- 
zens with impunity. Hitherto it has been — 
said that the Englishman’s home is his — 
castle. But it cannot be said that the — 
ltalian’s home in this country is his ~ 
castle because of the differential treat- 
ment that is meted out to him. 


Mr. Picorr.—The sarap is fighting A 
for his country. sf 


Mr. BRENNAN eae pee a3 
member. should be fighting for his coun- 
try. He should do something more than 73 
employ his agents to go into the homes of | 
Italian residents and take away the 
bread-winners from them. The maledic- a 
tions of the women and children who have ~ 
been thus outraged will possibly follow — 
the authorities Jeiuye for this treat- 
ment to their graves 3 


Mr. Wart. pees maledictions will — 
follow other people. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I suppose that — 
some of them will follow me. But I dis- — 
regard that fact. I shall do my duty, as — 
I have always tried to do it, no aos 
what may be the consequences. ie 


Mr. Warr.—lI hope that the honorable 
member will give honorable members on _ 
this side of the chamber credit for min ‘id 
ing a-similar attitude. 


Mr. BRENNAN.-—I cannot give ‘the i 
Acting Prime Minister any credit, either — 
for consistency or for common mee < 
in connexion with this act of violation. 


Mr. Warr.—I have not refused any in- se 
quiry into the censorship since I have 
been in charge of the Hotse, which is 
only four days. " «am 


Mr. BRENNAN.—It is not sufficient 
for the honorable gentleman to say that — 
he has merely adopted a negative ation ; 
tude. He is perfectly aware that a debate — 
of the very first importance took ee 
in this House yesterday. . 


Mr. Warr.—I complained of the omis . 
sion from the oN to-day of my ow vn 
speech. 


Mr. BRENNAN 27h cone ; 
gentleman is the Leader of the House, 
and yesterday he delivered a speech he re 
which was of the very y first dat 
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as follow:—Private 
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a speech regarding our international re- work of his Department. The fact re- 


lations, our duty to the persons who are 
domiciled here, and to Britain and our 
Allies. Yet not one word of that deliver- 
ance is reported in the public press. 
How, then, can the people of this coun- 
try be wisely informed upon _ these 
matters? I cannot understand how the 
honorable gentleman can pretend to jus- 
tify his position as head of the Govern- 
ment by merely saying, ‘‘ I have not done 
T have not denied the right 
of honorable members to inquire into the 
censorship.” It is for him to take defi- 
nite action to insure that this gross abuse 
is removed from Australia. 


Mr. FALKINER (Hume) [4.14].—l 


wish to draw the attention of the Govern-— 


ment to the unnecessarily severe action of 
the military authorities in a case which 
has been reported to me. The facts are 
Tom Whitton en- 
listed from Borea Oreek, in the Riverina 
electorate, shortly after’ the outbreak of 
war. After serving in Gallipoli, he was 
sent to France, where he lost both legs by 
a German shell. He is at present in the 
Randwick Hospital, Sydney, and has to 
be wheeled about. The military authori- 
ties refuse to give him his back pay, and 
say that he is a deserter. Huis desertion, 


1 understand, consists of his having gone 


guilt. 


from Egypt to Gallipoli with his pals, 
and without authority. He was punished 
for this offence by imprisonment for 
fourteen days. Seeing that he has been 
punished, I say that he has expiated his 
He is entitled to his back pay, 


and should certainly get it. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


_ [4.15 ].—-In to-day’s issue of the Age there 


a 


“i 
‘ 
she 


others had been. 


is a leading article dealing exhaustively 
with the work of the Repatriation De- 


partment, and setting forth that some 
_ thousands of soldiers have been satisfac- 


torily handled. This morning several re- 
turned soldiers waited on me and asked 
why they could not be dealt with as 
The Minister for Re- 
patriation ought to make it possible for 


every returned soldier to go to an official 


who ean deal with his claim. JI have 
seen the Director of Repatriation (Mr. 
Lockyer), who is one of the best officials 
the Commonwealth has ever had, and who 
is doing his best for these men. Indeed, 
I believe he has injured his health in 


re! devo ping himself as he has done to the 


a 
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mains, however, that there are returned 
soldiers who to-day cannot reach the 
proper official to deal with their claims. 
They go to the State War Council’s offices 
in Jolimont and are received, perhaps, 
by a young man, who gives them certain 
papers to fill in. They are then sent to 
a doctor for examination as to their 
physical condition. Instead of examining 
them, however, the doctor, after glancing 
at them, says, “You are fit for light 
duties. Go and register.” If they register 
for Jight duties, they receive an addition 
of 7s. per week to their pension. We 
are told that the Repatriation Depart- 
ment is endeavouring to allocate men to 
situations for which they are fitted, and 
that if their health is impaired they 
will be trained in suitable occupations. 
Some have been so trained, but there are 
others who can obtain no help in that 
direction. J cannot do imore than tell 
these men to appeal to the State War 
Council, and if that Council is not able to ~ 
give them the attention they deserve, it 
is up to the Government to augment its 
staff or to introduce a more effective sys- 
tem. In any event, when a_ returned 
soldier is sent by the Repatriation Depart- 
ment to a doctor for examination as to 
his physical condition, the least that can 
be expected of that doctor is that he shall 
give them something more than a mere 
superficial examination. If this state of 
affairs is to continue, it is the Govern- 
ment, and not the Opposition, that will 
be condemned. 


Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [4.18].—I de- 
sire to bring under the notice of the 
Acting Prime Minister the unfair treat- 
ment meted out to country racing clubs 
as compared with that extended to the 
racing clubs of the capital cities, Racing 
in Sydney has been reduced by 50 per 
cent., but forty-eight race meetings, or 
twelve for each club, are still allowed for 
the year. Country racing clubs, whose 
custom it has been to hold three or four 
every year, are, however, denied the right 
to hold one meeting. The secretary of the 
Western District ‘Racing . Association of 
New South Wales has written to me that 
racing clubs at Cowra, Canowindra, 
Bathurst, and Mudgee, as well as in seven 
or eight other country centres, have been 
denied the right to hold a meeting. If 
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pony racing ‘is ctr ei with recruit- 
ing, then it might be a_good thing to stop 
it altogether; but if it is -allowed in 
Sydney and "Melbourne, surely an occa- 
sional meeting should be allowed in coun- 
try districts? I ask the Acting Prime 
Minister to look into the matter. I have 
seen the Minister for Defence (Senator 


Pearce) in regard to it on several occa- — 


sions, but cannot obtain any satisfaction 
from him. I understand that quite a 


number of representatives of rural elec- 


torates have had complaints of ‘this 
character brought under their notice. 

Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [4.20]. 
-—I wish to refer to a matter to which 
attention has already been drawn by the 
honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan). I ask the Acting Prime Min- 
ister to seriously consider the position in 
which honorable members are being 
placed by the present exercise of the 
censorship. We had indulged in the hope 
that there was to be some relief, and 
honorable members naturally feel resent- 
ful when they find that instead of any 
relief there is actually an extension of 
the trouble. Up till recently, at all events, 
speeches made in this House were pro- 
tected from the censorship. We presumed 
that statements made by us in the House 
would be entitled to the same protection 
outside. We now discover that our con- 
stituents are not to be allowed to know 
what their representatives say here. 


Mr. Wartrt.--That is not new. Ever 
since the war broke out the parliamentary 
utterances of honorable members have 
been liable to censorship. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—But there has 
been an extension of the censorship, It 


now apples to speeches made in the 
House. 


Mr. Watr.—When we were in Opposi- 
tion quite a number of debates which 
took place in the House were not allowed 
to appear fully in the press. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I believe that is 
so, and it was much against the wish of 
the majority sitting behind the Labour 
Government of that day that such a 
censorship took place. It was the result 
of the exercise of the autocratic power 
of the present Prime Minister. 

Mr. Warr.—But 1 am speaking also 
of the time when Mr. Fisher was Prime 
Minister. 


stile [REPRESENTATIV ES. is 


Adjournment. 


Mr, FINLAYSON. pane tia. ee 
gime the censorship was very mild. = 

Mr. Warr.—Perhaps so; but what a 
say was done did actually occur. a 

‘Mr. FINLAYSON.—There. has been aa 
no restriction whatever on the circulation | 
of honorable members’ speethae eee 
within the last month. 2. 

Mr. Warr.—That is not so. In many . 
cases parliamentary utterances have been _ 
cut out of the press. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I admit that. . 

Mr. Consipine.—But was Hansard rs 
interfered with? = 


“— 
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Mr. Watt.—Yes; before our ‘anes 

Mr. FINLAYSON. —I -am not com: me 
plaining of the censorship of press re- — 
ports of our speeches. We are accus-— 
tomed to the press not only restricting 
their reports of our speeches, but misre-_ : 
presenting them. 

Mr. Warr.—lI well remember a speech 
delivered in~this House by Sir William ~ 
Irvine which was censored in Hansard. 

Mr. Consiprye.—Who was in power at 4 
that time? _ 

Mr. Wart.—I forget for the Bae 
but it was a long time before we took 
office. 

Mr. Greene.—I remember the cireum-— } 
stances very well. It happened while a 
Mr. Fisher was Prime Minister... - ~~ 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I accept the ea 
honorable. member’s statement, but I 
should like some corroboration of it. lee 
had no idea that any such censorship es 
was exercised. “When I was sitting be- 
hind the Labour Government I protested — 
just as strongly as I have done in Opposi- — 
tion against the exercise of the censorship . 
in such a way. 7 

Mr, Gremnr.—sSir Bt 


oe ; 


William — teen a 
stated at the time that he knew what he _ 
was about to say would ne be allowed to 
appear in Hansard. Ee 

Mr. Brennan,—lI think ts. eee its 
omission. ~~ 

Mr. Grerne.—No; he did not. ny 

Mr. FIN LAYSON, —Apart from that, 
we all had hoped that there was goin. 
to be not exactly an abandonment, but a 
least a relaxation of the Censor’s restri 
tions, We find, however, that there is a 
extension of them. The matter he 
already been referred to in questions pu 
to the Acting Prime Minister to-day. 1 
honorable gentleman cannot be ORpee 
to know of even eane that; a - 


and to that extent I do not propose to 
attach any blame to him. It is~ not 
enough for honorable members to be told 
by the Acting Prime Minister that he 
does not know by what authority these 
things are being done, or who are doing 
them. Some responsible Minister must 
be instructing the censor, and what we 
want to get at is whether the instructions 
___ have been stiffened lately, or whether the 
___ censor is himself exercising wider powers. 
_--—~*We have a perfect right to know who is 
the Minister to whom we can apply for 
redress. What was censored last week 
out of my own speech, made in the House, 
is matter that had already appeared in 
+ _ public prints in Great Britain, and I am 
advised that it has also appeared in cer- 
tain newspapers in Australia, 
Mr. Warr.—Do you mean that it was 
We: censored from the press or from the 
columns of Hansard? 


_ Mr. FINLAYSON.—Neither; it was 

-censored from the reprint of a speech of 
mine in this House. I am certain that 
what has been excised by the censor will 
appear in the official Hansard, but I de- 
_ sired, according to an ordinary practice, 
i to have my speech reprinted fer circula- 
-. tion amongst my constituents. I cannot 
_ do that without the permission of the cen- 
sor, who has refused to allow me to re- 
___—s*~print certain extracts that I quoted from 
_ Home papers. At the same time Han- 
- sard circulates with those extracts in 

them. : 


; Mr. Jowretrr.—I heard the honorable 
_ member make one quotation from a paper 
he called the London Herald, 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I read .the ex- 
tracts from Home papers that I had in 
_.. my possession. 
for them as correct verbatim quotations, 
_ although I do not necessarily identify 
myself with them. Can the Acting 
Prime Minister justify the stoppage of 
the circulation of those things amongst 


. 


___when they are already public property ? 
- ~Mr. Consipinet.—The censor did not 
stop your comments on them. 
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I accept the responsibility 


-my constituents in a reprint of my speech | 
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against the stupid censorship now exist- 
ing? It is obviously and utterly foolish 
to suggest that any quotation I made 
would affect recruiting or prejudice the 
cause of the Allies. 


Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [4.30].—I 
support the remarks of the honorable 
member for Calare (Mr. Pigott) on the 
question of the proposed wholesale 
suppression of country racing while such 
an enormous amount of racing is being 
allowed in the more populous centres, 
particularly the great seaport towns and 
capitals of Australia. 


IT am moved to do > 


this largely by an announcement made in — 


the press by the Minister for Defence, 
that. he intended to abolish, or largely 
curtail, what are known as unregistered 
race meetings.in the country centres. 
No doubt, the term ‘‘ unregistered” is 
technically correct. These unregistered 
meetings—so called—are largely amateur, 
and almost entirely conducted for rais- 
ing funds for patriotic purposes. They 
are almost invariably in the hands of 
leading citizens of repute, who are elected 
because they are trusted by the residents. 
They are not held for any profit or gain 
whatever. Many people feel that racing in 
Australia is being carried on now to an 
excessive extent in view of the war. I hold 
that view myself, and, as a representative 
of a country electorate, I shall be quite 
prepared to see every country race meet- 
ing abolished until-the end of the war, so 
long as the same is done in the city. 
Australian race meetings can be divided, 
roughly, into three classes: first, the 
country race meeting such as I have de- 
scribed, which is the most innocent and 
innocuous of all, and gives the most plea- 


sure with the minimum of harm and evil;__ 


secondly, the great race meetings in the 
large cities, conducted by clubs and com- 


mittees, without any hope-of profit to. 


those running them; and thirdly, the 
proprietary race meetings in or near the 
populous centres. Any further restric- 


tion of racing that takes place in Aus- | 


~ ‘ 


tralia should be applied first to the pro- — 


prietary courses. J wish to say nothing 
derogatory to the gentlemen conducting 


them, except that experience all over the | 


world is that sport to be carried on to 
the highest degree of benefit with the 
minimum amount of evil should be con- 


trolled by people who obtain no profit or 


gain whatever from it. 
Mr. Warr.—That is not the American 
ex perience.. 


~—JI wish to‘ briefly refer 


not exercise sufficient intelligenée. 
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Mr. JOWETT.—I can give the hon- 
orable member the American experience. 
Mr. Wartr.—Baseball was notorious. 
Mr; JOWETT.—1 will deal with horse 
racing in New York State, that I know 
something of. It was in the hands of 
proprietary courses or clubs, and fell to 
such a low ebb that the only way in which 
it could be redeemed and put on a fair 
and honest basis was by creating a club 


_ stmilar to the Jockey Club of England. 


T was there when that club was formed, 
about three years ago. 


Mr. Wartr.—They have wiped it out 
since then. 
Mr. JOWETT.—Horse racing itself 


may have been abolished there by the 
creation of a public conscience, which con- 
sidered that it should not be carried on 
in time of war. ‘At that time a number of 
gentlemen met who were trusted by the 
whole of the people of the State as the 
most honorable and upright men _ con- 
nected with racing. They formed 
themselves into the New York 
Jockey Club, and the total num- 
ber of members was lmited to fifty. 
When the number fell below fifty, it was 
not necessary to fill any vacancies, unless 
a man could be found who was in every 
respect suitable and trustworthy. This 
body took over the entire control of rac- 
ing in New York State. 

Mr. - Consmpine.— Who 
men @ | 

Mr. JOWETT.—I am not informed of 
all the details. | Racing had fallen so 
low in that State that it was recognised 
that the only way in ohich it could be 
purified and put on an honest basis was 
by, adopting the course I have described. 
I mention the matter to show how opposed 
the action taken in America was to the 
principle of proprietary racing. If any 
further reduction is made in the number 
of racing fixtures in Australia, the first 
to be abolished should be those connected 
with proprietary courses. When they 
have been dealt with, it will be time 
enough to consider the wholesale abolition 


chose the fifty 


of racing in country centres. 


Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) [4.38]. 
to the censor- 
ship, of which I am one of the latest vic-~ 
tims. It seems to me that the censor does 
Ac- 
eording to the Acting Prime Minister, the: 
yeport of a recent speech made by me in 
this House was censored for military rea- 


‘REPRESENT, TATIVES. J Adjournment 


sons, though I cannot see how the pare ee 


eation of what I said could affect the con- 
duct of the war. The Age of the 26th 
April gave my remarks a fairly large 


amount of space, for which I am vance eo 


grateful. The main features of my er 
are set out in that report, of which I will 
read this portion 


Mr. SPEAKER.—iThe honorable mem- : 


ber is not at liberty, on the motion of 
adjournment, to revive a previous debate 
in the House. 

Mr. WALLACE.—Then I content 


myself with saying that members who are — 
interested in the subject can read the Age 


report. The censor in his note to a news- 
paper which wished to reprint my re- 
marks from Hansard, 
ferences to the Sinn Fein organization 


and the case of Father Jerget could not 


be published. That leaves me in this posi- 
tion: The Hansard report of my speech 
will be widely cireulated, but I shall not 


be allowed, in addressing a public meet-- 


ing, to answer any questions regarding it, 
nor to refer in any way to the matters 


which have been censored. ‘This is carry-— 
I do not object to— 
the censoring of any statement likely to — 


ing matters too far. 


benefit the enemy, or to cause strained 
relations between the Empire and _ its 
Allies. The abuse of the censorship is 
assuining gigantic proportions, and this 
should be stopped. 
the censorship? With regard to the re- 
printing of the Hansard reports, I would — 
suggest that all questions of censorship 


might be referred to a Committee con- — 


sisting of two members from each side of 
the ‘House. We should then get fair de- 
cisions. Otherwise"it may happen that 


the political opinions of members of this 
party will be wholly suppressed by the — 
- censor, 
-men, who represent Labour in this cham- 


with the result that twenty-two 


ber, will be muzzled, and might as wey 
not be here. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting pee 
Minister and Treasurer) [4.42}—Seve- _ 
ral minor matters have been referred to; 
but 


over for the ‘present. 


Two major matters were dealt ith at 
sqype length. The comparison of the | 


privileges in the matter of racing xiven 


to town and eountry is important, and [ 


said that the re- — 


Who has control of — 


Gi 
; 


as those who raised them have > left i 
the chamber, ‘I take leave to pass Ten ei 


a | 


~ a Gat an 


7. 

wy ix Ae? 7 » ; a 
’ > ’ * 

Fete - « . ce 


. | Adjournment. 


share largely the sentiment expressed by 
several members, that, to the extent that 
there is curtailment, town and country 
‘should be treated :alike. I am of the 
opinion that, generally speaking, country 
" racing is more innocent than town racing, 
though I do not go so far as the honor- 
able member for Grampians, who seemed 
to think that no evil thought or deed is 
= possible on a country race-course. I ad- 
vise him to read ‘‘ Banjo’’ Patterson's 
“ Tdyll of Dandaloo” as an antidote to 
 ¢hat opinion, Broadly speaking, town 
| and country should be treated alike in 
, this matter. | 
| Of the censorship, two gentlemen have 
spoken in respectful terms and one in 
disrespectful and unwarranted language. 
The manner of address adopted by the 
i honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan) was unworthy of a member of 
the House. He seems to think that a 
_- Minister should be able to straighten 
: everything in a Department mwithin forty- 
eight hours of his assumption of office. 
At the pace at which we Ministers have 
been working here and in the Depart- 
--—-hents, it has been impossible to investi- 
| gate fully all of the many problems that 
have been thrust before us. To-day for 
three-quarters of an hour we were pep- 
pered with questions without notice. I 
take leave to tell honorable members 
- quite clearly that henceforth I shall ask 
‘Ministers to answer, without notice, only 
Fe | urgent questions. Honorable members 
have many facilities to ask, with due 
notice, all questions that are not pressing. 
On the question of the censorship we 
have recently had two Conferences which 
dealt with the matter, one exclusively, 
and the other incidentally. The Confer- 
ence which dealt with it exclusively was 
a gathering of the most responsible re- 
-_ presentatives of the press world of Aus- 
tralia. The Conference sat in Melbourne 
for many days. The members heard the 
points of view of the Departments of the 
_ Navy and the Military, the Departments 
-—-—s most interested in the war activities and. 
the preservation of the war spirit. They 
learned, for the first time probably, 
«though they should have learned it from 
the start of the war, that what the Go- 
3 vernment are aiming at is one definite 
policy. They were able to appreciate the 
difficulties confronting the Government in 


a 


connexion with the matter, and they 
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agreed to co-operate henceforth with the — 
Departments concerned in a proper dis- — 
charge of the censorship function, [ — 
hope that the machinery that is about to 
be set up, as the result of the delibera- 
tions of the Press Conferenlce, will give 
rise to less of the kind of complaint that 
we have had to-day. But that does not 
deal finally with some of the matters 
which affect hoyorable members opposite. 

Mr. Consipine.—It does not touch the 
political censorship. » 


Mr. WATT.—I am about to refer to 
that. I hope that as a result of the Press 
Conference, and the co-operation of the 
press and the Government—and when I 
say the press, I refer to it without dis- 
tinction of party, because there were sit- 
ting at the Press Conference representa- 
tives of journals as wide apart politically 
as are the Sydney Morning Herald and 
Lhe Worker—we shall have less complaint 
of the censorship generally than we have 
had in the past. The members of the 
Press Conference were intrusted with in- 
formation which the Government felt that 
they should have, in order that they 
might see exactly what is being done in 
Great Britain and Australia, and might 
determine upon a working basis for the 
future. That, I think, is not only pos- 
sible, but will probably be achieved in the 
near future. 

There arose incidentally out of the Re- 
cruiting Conference summoned by His 
Excellency the Governor-General quite 
other requests with which my honorable 
friends opposite are probably more con- 
cerned. The question of the utterances of 
public men, ahd the way in which they 
should be treated, was considered. There 
are utterances of the kind which are on the 
border line of the political and the mili- 
tary. My honorable friends opposite will 
not need any explanation of what that 
means. The honorable member for West 
Sydney (Mr. Wallace), as a politician, 
speaking through this House to his con- 
stituents and the country generally, may 
often refer to matters which vitally con~’ 
cern the Military Department. On the 
other hand, his remarks may also have a 
strong political bearing, and the two may 
merge in an indistinguishable line. It, 
Was proposed at the Recruiting Confer- 
ence to set up some tribunal representa- 
tive of political parties in this Parliament 
which would determine cases of that kind. 

Mr. Consiprner.—How are we to 
remedy what we regard as military abuses 


“ae 
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if our «utterances are considered to be 
militarist utterances, and as such may be 
censored ¢ 


Mr. WATT.—In my view, some such 
remarks, if censored, would be impro- 
perly treated. I can quite conceive that 
remarks of the kind might greatly help 
the Government to remedy evils in the 
Army or in the Navy, and such remarks 


will be welcomed, and publicity given to 


them, provided that the information sup- 
plied is not of use to the enemy. That 
is a vital consideration in connexion with 
such utterances. From the other side of 
the Chamber I have in the earlier stages 
of the war directed the attention of the 
Minister for Defence to mistakes in con- 
nexion with camp life and matters of that 
kind, with the object of helping the Ad- 
ministration. Criticism is often most 
helpful, even though the motive may not 
be to help. In matters of that kind the 
function of the censorship should be 
operated with great care. 


On the question raised by the honor- 
able members for Batman (Mr. Bren- 
nan) and Brisbane (Mr. Finlayson), 
that statements published in the Old 
Country can with safety be published 
here, let me say that there is a deep fal- 
lacy in-that argument. It is possible 
often to say things in a country that has 
adopted conscription that it would be 
quite improper to say in a country that 
has refused to adopt that system, because 
the publication of such statements might 
vitally affect the recruiting movement. 
In a conscriptionst country the need for 
care to preserve voluntary recruiting does 
not arise, because they do not need it 
since they conscript. Here we depend en- 
tirely on the good will and co-operation 
of all classes, and above all, of the work- 
ing classes, who form the bulk of the 


community, for the success of the volun- 


tary system, and we must, therefore, be 
very careful about what utterances are 
published, because of their possible in- 
fluence upon recruiting. I ask honorable 
members opposite to in future keep that 


distinction before their minds. 


_ Mr. Consrp1ne.—There is a very wide 
scope for the exercise of the censorship 
when the censor may construe any state- 
“ment as one likely to be prejudicial to re- 
cruiting. 


Mr. WATT.—I quite admit that 
phiEe such as ‘‘ prejudicial to recruit- 
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there is no one responsible to us. 
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ing,’ ‘‘harmful to the Allies,’ and — 

“against the interests of the Empire,’’ | 
must be interpreted by the censor with 
considerable discretion and judgment. 
Honorable members must not forget, — = 


however, that the human element has to 
be reckoned with in the administration of ee 
all regulations. I have known cases of ig 
the exercise of the censorship, in which 
my interpretation of the regulat’on would a 
have differed from that of the censor. — 


The Government while accepting respon- eats 
sibility, as they must do, for all that the 
censor does, do not necessarily wei o! a ari 
of his every act or judgment. & 


, 
ot 
¢ 


one over the censor. 


Mr. WATT.—That merely means fig? 
superimposition of another authority—a — ges Se 
deputy censor and a chief censor, and 80 _ 
on ad infimtum. We have a man in | 
charge of the censorship who is respon- . 
sible to the Government. . 


Mr. Consipine.—The difficulty is that | 


1 See 


Tee ee 
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Mr. WATT.—I find that by answering — 
interjections one invites others. Let me 
refer now to the question raised with re- 
spect to the debate on the conscription of ~ 
Italians resident in Australia. I have no ~ 
knowledge as to why that debate was ex- 
cised from the public press, but I draw 
my own conclusions. From one point of — 
view, some of the speeches delivered here 
on that subject would be very informative _ 
to the public had the censor permitted 
them to be published. The reason which 
in all probability induced him to censor 
them was that their publication might — 
easily be harmful to the relations between  __ 
this branch of the British family and the _ 
Italian nation. We have to. be careful . 
that the principles and spirit which 
cement the Allies together are not wan- 
tonly broken or risked. If the censor, 
in the discharge of his public responalaa 
bility, considers that a statement is not a 
harmful to recruiting, is not dangerous” Ag 
to the British Empire, or destructive of 
the spirit of our alliance with other rake 2 
tions, he ought not to prohibit its publi- =~ 
eation. I am hopeful that in the near 
future we shall have achieved a censor- _ 
ship which will be mutually sales 
to all | parties in this House, | . , 


Qussthon resolved in the affirmati Cheng 
House adjourned at 4.54 p. Wiese atte 
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